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FullerFlavour Blues fan Karl Fuller with his weekly 
take on town from the terraces

twitter: @fullerflavour email: tff25@hotmail.co.uk 

No turning back 
for Ipswich fan
one of the most 
fascinating town fans I 
have ever come across 
is Inge Haug who I met 
a few months back. I 
had sold a box of ItFc 
programmes on ebay 
and they were for 
collection only by the 
winning bidder. I was 
somewhat taken 
aback when the 
winner was from 
norway! Wondering 
how they would be 
collected, step forward 
Inge who collected them on behalf of his friend 
who travels to town games from norway as Inge 
once did himself. the 40 year-old takes up the 
story:
“I became a town fan when my dad bought me 
a pendant after that wonderful Fa cup win in 
1978. english football is huge in norway, every 
Saturday norwegian tV showed a live game. you 
can change a lot of things in life, but never your 
football team so I am still here!
“My first town match was v Port Vale on new 
year’s day 1996. We won 5-1 and since then I 
haven’t looked back. It has been a lot of 
travelling and over the years, a typical weekend 
would see me straight to the airport after  
work on a Friday afternoon then arriving in 
Ipswich at 1am. a few hours sleep later, I  
would be in a pub pre-match, then in there again 
after the game. after a few hours sleep, I would 
get up at 4am to head for Stansted airport and 
home.
“Looking back now, I don’t understand how I 
coped. I watched 42 town matches live in the 
2009/10 season and then I decided I was done 
with all the travelling. I moved to Ipswich instead 
and when I met my now fiancée Jan, there was 
no turning back!
“the Ipswich town Supporters club of norway 
has 500+ members and quite a few of them are 
coming over for matches frequently.  there are 
hardly any town matches without a member 
present, one of them - GeirIngvald Jacobsen - is 
a season-ticket holder at Portman road for the 
third season running.”

Now’s time for Jewell to 
prove Town fans wrong
SATURDAY’S draw at Barnsley has at 

least brought an end to the losing 
run but the result will certainly not 
please the Paul Jewell critics who 
firmly believe he should no longer be 

at the club.  
In fact, 72% of fans in a recent poll are 

against him and despite the vote of confi-
dence from Simon Clegg and presumably 
Marcus Evans in the past week, you cannot 
help but wonder if the next two games prior 
to the forthcoming international break are 
key to Jewell’s future.  

I was saddened to hear of the personal 
abuse that he has received recently as I 
understand he is a thoroughly nice guy who 
I’m sure is not happy with the current 
situation. He has made mistakes, is making 
some mistakes now and will make more  
for as long as he is our manager no  
doubt.   

Maybe he is not the right man to take us 
forward but in my view, if you support 
Ipswich Town, surely you have to support the 
man in charge right to the end – not person-
ally abuse the guy.

I am an avid Tweeter and find this is an 
excellent platform to engage with fellow 
Town fans, debating all matters relating to 

Town. One such person is Amy Downes, a 
Town fan from Barnsley who made the most 
of the perfect opportunity to get along to 
Oakwell and shares with us her matchday 
experience on Saturday:

“Barnsley away for Ipswich is my home 
game. I travel as far as I can to see Town and 
Portman Road is over 200 miles away. So 
having my favourite people on my doorstep is 
a rare treat. 

“We started the day off with breakfast at a 
local pub and talk mainly focused on Paul 
Jewell and who we might replace him with. 
My least favourite topic of conversation! We 
later headed up to the Metrodome for a game 
of bowling and chants of ‘Jewell Out’ from 
some members of the group were taken in jest 
and soon anyone who didn’t get a strike was 
being taunted that they were going to get the 
sack. Not me I might add...

“I’m really proud of the support we had and 
the 500 or so fans that travelled showed 
themselves in their best colours. There was a 
lot of support for the Town, especially in the 
first-half at least and I was very proud to see 
the team given a standing ovation at half-
time for the fact that we were actually 
winning and what’s more, we’d scored in the 
first-half. But, sadly, I don’t think anyone 

believed we’d hold on and what a shame we 
were proved to be right.

“After the game, those of us based up North 
headed for a consolation pint and a debrief. 
This is where the day ended on a sad note as 
not one of our group could see a way out now. 
Before the day, I always argued that we have 
a decent enough team to not have to worry 
about relegation. My worry now is whether 
we can do anything with this team. 
Something needs to change and soon because 
the people who love our club are hurting 
really bad and are worried about where it is 
going.” 

Time to prove Amy and the rest of us 
wrong then Town and where better to start 
than this week against Brighton tomorrow 
night and then Cardiff on Saturday – only the 
top two then! But I’ll leave you with a lucky 
omen to cling on to for Saturday’s game. In 
my 620+ Town games that I have seen over 
the years, I’ve only seen us play once before 
on October 6 and that was a win when we  
beat Wigan 4-0 in the League Cup back in 
1992.  

Please let me know of your stories of 
supporting Town, your matchday experi-
ences, where you travel from and your 
thoughts on current matters.

aaron cresswell’s goal at barnsley on 
Saturday was the first ‘first-half’ goal of the 
season in any of town’s league games that 
stopped a record eighth successive game 
under Paul Jewell who also experienced seven 
successive similar blanks last term. In fact, of 
Jewell’s seventy-six league games in charge, 
town have managed at least one first-half goal 
in only 30 of those games. that means that 
61% of league games have passed by without 
a first-half goal from town. Jewell was heading 
for a run that roy Keane experienced when his 
side went nine matches without a goal in the 
first 45 minutes in the first nine matches of the 
2010/11 season.
town’s record of consecutive games without a 
first-half goal is 13, a record achieved twice by 
George burley. this happened at the end of the 
2001/02 season and before that, the 13 games 
immediately after town’s famous first win at 
Liverpool in 1995 when adam tanner scored in 
a 1-0 win.

CoNFroNtAtIoN: tempers flare at oakwell on Saturday as Guirane n’daw and craig davies are involved in a heated exchange
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Cressie strikes to 
break the mould 

stIll hErE: 
norwegian Ipswich 
town fan Inge Haug


