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FullerFlavour Blues fan Karl Fuller with his weekly 
take on town from the terraces

twitter: @fullerflavour email: tff25@hotmail.co.uk 

Ipswich can’t lose in 
Villa park FA Cup tie
Town’s Fa cup draw 
against aston Villa was not 
ideal as early as the third 
round stage but it is at 
least a tie where we will be 
in a win-win situation. 
nobody will expect us to 
win but should we do so, 
then there will be an upset 
caused.
If you’re going to be drawn 
away to a Premier League 
side and want at least half 
a hope of winning, then 
anyone but those 
challenging for the title and champions League 
places, would give you the best chance.  
There will be the Paul Lambert and darren bent 
(pictured) factors to consider too and there is 
always a hint of romance for me when Town take 
on Villa.
They pipped us to the league championship back 
in 1980/81 and you cannot deny them that great 
success, using just 14 players.  
we probably had the better head-to-head against 
them by doing the double over them in the 
league and knocking them out of the Fa cup too.  
Therein lies the fact that we were probably our 
own worst enemies in not securing the league 
title as with UeFa cup success that season and 
reaching the Fa cup semi-final, we played many 
more games than Villa and just didn’t have the 
squad to cope with battling for three trophies 
while Villa had just the biggest prize of all to 
concentrate on.

Saturday’s victory over Millwall saw 
another great result complimented 
with another excellent perform-
ance.  We are being spoilt these 
days.  

Mick McCarthy has made us look like a 
proper football team almost overnight and 
one that is disciplined and dare I say it, 
resolute?

We even kept a clean sheet at home for the 
first time this season, so I was disappointed 
to read that Millwall boss Kenny Jackett 
was bemoaning an offside decision that 
affected his side’s chances of winning the 
game.  

There was no sign of graciousness in 
defeat and he can have no complaints at all 
in heading back to south London with no 
points.

We have stopped both Nottingham Forest 
and Millwall, two good sides, from playing 
their own game in our last two home 
matches.  

This has not been a fluke and Town are 
certainly a different act nowadays to the 
one that made Sheffield Wednesday look 
world class not so long ago.

So credit where credit is due, Millwall’s 
long unbeaten run was there to be ended 
and we did just that.  

Our first goal saw striker DJ Campbell 
finish off an excellent move but, of course, 
that came too late for the brand new DVD 
showing 200 ITFC goals over the decade 
spanning 2002-2012, that the club has just 
brought out.  

While no doubt there are some great goals 
to be seen, it has hardly been the greatest of 
eras and that’s no black mark against the 
idea of the DVD by the way.

However, it had me thinking that a 

certain television station has missed out once 
more on a money-making idea as another 
Christmas season will pass us by before we 
know it.

Those of us older than 40 (and maybe some 
a little younger), may remember the Sunday 
afternoon programme ‘Match of the Week’.  

It was an eagerly-awaited programme to 
catch the highlights of yet another win for the 
Blues during a wonderful era for the club.  

It was on around 2pm on a Sunday after-
noon, so no staying up late to watch it like 
Match of the Day.

When I was a child, and lucky enough to 
stay up and watch that, I would usually fall 
asleep and miss it – but that was not a 
problem for Match of the Week.  

This was a regional football programme 
screened by Anglia TV and was fronted by 
Gerry Harrison who incidentally was also the 
commentator of the main game.  

His sidekick in the studio was none other 

than Steve Rider in the early days of his 
television career.  

Needless to say, that being for the Anglia 
region, the highlights of the Saturday games 
featured heavily on Ipswich and Norwich as 
well as Luton, Cambridge, Colchester and 
possibly Southend, Northampton and 
Peterborough – although my memory is at a 
loss on those latter three clubs.

But of course each week, there was always 
lots of Ipswich-related stuff which was a 
Godsend for me as generally they were on 
their way to winning a game that would put 
them somewhere near the top of the old first 
division.  

One of the games that forever sticks in my 
mind was the day Ipswich beat Manchester 
United 6-0 and missed two penalties. 

So, people from ITV Anglia, we have The 
Big Match Revisited on one of your stations, 
so why not ‘Match of the Week revisited’?  

Or better still bring out a DVD: ‘Match of the 
Week – The Golden Years of Anglia Football’. 

Supporters 
are being 
spoilt by 

new Town  
regime

GooD tIMEs: Mick Mccarthy on the side lines, inset, the fans

The saturday before last, I 
was in Ipswich making 
inroads into my christmas 
shopping which is not my 
favourite experience to say 
the least.  
but it was made easier 
after a visit to 
waterstones where two 
local legends were 
signing copies of their 
new book – Ipswich Town Uncovered.
It was the first time I had ever met neal Manning,  
while dave allard is a good friend of mine and any 
Town fan would be easily lost in their tales of 
reporting on the club for nigh on 100 years (between 
them of course!).  
Their book is one that you will not want to put down 
once you start it and I was done in three evenings.  
The pair recall some great moments from the eras 
of a number of former Town managers from 
ramsey to roy Keane.
while the book will not propose that they are the 
best journalists to ever write about the club, it will 
certainly leave you thinking that they wrote during 
the best times at the club and I don’t just mean on 
the pitch.
I’m sure the boys at the star would love to write a 
similar book in 30 years time, but from what I 
understand, they’ll never have the opportunity to 
forge the relationships with managers and players 
like neal and dave were fortunate enough to do.  
well done both for an alluring insight into some 
halcyon days and charismatic managers from a 
bygone era, and if it’s not on your christmas list yet, 
then it jolly well should be! 

Book is an ideal gift  
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