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FullerFlavour Blues fan Karl Fuller with his weekly 
take on town from the terraces

twitter: @fullerflavour email: tff25@hotmail.co.uk 

Two Saturday wins in a row – now 
we’re being spoilt!  The win over 
Burnley was our first at home for 
seven-and-a-half months.  

My wife’s pregnancy with twins 
was longer but less painful (don’t tell her that 
though).  And what a nice change to see Town 
scoring a late winner rather than conceding 
one.  It was also a pleasure to watch a Town 
team at last with a bit of fight and commit-
ment, long may it continue

Mick McCarthy might deny that his initials 
stand for Merlin the Magician but neverthe-
less, he has certainly cast a positive spell 
over the players, barring of course Tuesday 
night’s defeat at Crystal Palace which meant 
that Ipswich have kept up an unenviable 
record of never winning a league game away 
from home on a Tuesday evening in the 
month of November – a statistic that I thank 
Twitter’s ‘Renegade Statman’ for.  

I also discovered that the five goals shipped 
in on the night was the sixth occasion in 2011 
and 2012 that five or more goals have been 
conceded.  

You have to go back from 2010 to 1995 (16 
years) to see another batch of six games 
where Town let in five or more in a game.

Leading up to Saturday’s game, I decided to 
find out more about some Burnley fans 
visiting Ipswich.  

I found no fewer than eight spread across 
two families including the Atkinsons – Paul, 

Clare and their children Bobby and Charlie 
(female), and the Hills – Simon, Patricia and 
their children Charlie (male) and the 
youngest of the lot, Henry (three-months old 
yesterday). 

All the party travelled from the west 
Midlands, from Bromsgrove and Solihull.  
Paul took up the story when I spoke to him.  

“I originate from Burnley and have 
supported them all my life.  My earliest 
memory was watching the Clarets lose to 
Stoke in their last game in the old first 
division in 1976.  

My father, my brother and I were season 
ticket holders for most years during the late 
70s and 80s. when my father stopped going in 
the 90s my brother and I still went to occa-
sional games but nowhere near as regular.  

I moved down to the west Midlands in 2000 
to start a new job and have stayed in the area, 
which I now call home, since. 

“After a few years of going to Turf Moor on 
an ad-hoc basis, I became a season ticket 
holder again with Bobby, travelling every 
other week on a 240-mile round trip.  

Bobby has already seen Burnley play at over 
40 League grounds while for my daughter, 
Charlie, Portman Road was her 19th.  

My wife Clare is a Birmingham fan and  
just tags along to the games otherwise she’d 
be sat at home while her family are at the 
football.”

The Hills also travelled to Town but rather 
surprisingly given that they favour the sport 
of rugby.  

After the birth of Henry, Simon stated that 
whoever got Henry his first football top 
would be the team he would support and 
therefore it was arranged to take both 
families to Saturday’s game.

After the game, I spoke to Paul and Simon 
for their views of their matchday experience 
at ITFC.  “we’ve had a fantastic day and 
Ipswich is a brilliant football club.   I think a 
draw would have been a fair result but credit 
to you and Mick McCarthy will soon have you 
out of trouble.” said Paul.  

Simon added “A special thank you to the 
ITFC stewards who were brilliant with us 
and even went out of their way to find us eight 
seats together.  They really looked after us.”  

Both wished ITFC well and my thanks to 
both families for an insight into their trip to 
Town. 

“

Beware the pitfalls 
of football in London
defeat on the road on tuesday was poor reward 
again for town’s fans who travel the length and 
breadth of the country in good numbers for an 
away night game.  

but, as should be the case for London games, I 
hope that many still had a decent day/afternoon 
out.

Spending time in the Capital during the day 
beforehand is great fun, but this can produce its 
own problems as I found out a few years back 
when we played at brentford in a League Cup tie.  

never mind there being a pub on each corner 
of their ground to fulfil drinking requirements, for 
me and my friend, it was an afternoon in 
Leicester Square and its surrounding areas that 
saw us struggling to leave in time for the game. 

We forced ourselves away from the bright 
lights, glitz and glamour to go to the game which 
although town won, it was a tedious affair that 
saw the need to return to Leicester Square 
afterwards to end the day on a real high.  

no sooner had another hour passed when we 
realised that we only had 20 minutes until our 
last train left Liverpool Street for Colchester where 
our car was parked and yes, we missed it!  

We managed to find a train that would go as 
far as Chelmsford and lo and behold, four other 
town fans were in the same predicament and 
they all lived in Clacton along with the two of us.

after taking a taxi from Chelmsford to Colchester, 
they gleefully piled into my car and I had the 
unwanted task of having to drop them all off at 
their own doorsteps at stupid o’clock to end the 
day in further frustration.  I now try to stick to the 
football only these days for London games. 

We had a fantastic day 
and Ipswich is a bril-
liant football club. I 
think a draw would 
have been a fair result 
but credit to you

It’s seventh-heaven as 
Town succeed at home

It was great to see a ticket offer introduced by the 
club on thursday afternoon where anyone buying 
a ticket for the burnley game, pictured above,  
could then get one for the Millwall or bristol City 
game in december for £10.  

this was announced coincidentally just after I’d 
written next week’s fuller flavour column where I 
will take a look at what more town can do to 
attract the stay-away fans back.

I found out about the above offer on twitter 
following a tweet from the official ItfC account.  
When I replied, having already purchased a ticket 
for the burnley game through my season ticket, I 
asked would I be eligible to buy a ticket for £10 for 
one of the two games in december.

of course I got no reply, which is no surprise 
these days.  I mentioned in a previous column 
how the club do not seem to care in communicat-
ing back to supporters and this was just another 
example on a long list.

I’ll also tell you next week of the feeble 
explanation I received from the ticket office as to 
why the club charges an extra £2.50 for the 
privilege of paying on the day of matches.

Disappointed at lack 
of response by club

HAppY DAYs: burnley fans the atkinsons and the Hills, who enjoyed their trip to Portman road on Saturday – despite the result!


