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FullerFlavour Blues fan Karl Fuller with his weekly 
take on Town from the terraces

twitter: @fullerflavour email: tff25@hotmail.co.uk 

Meeting a footballing 
hero from my youth
I HAD the privilege of speaking to a boyhood hero 
of mine last week in the shape of Town coach 
Steve Foley.  
The ITFC Academy guru was also subject of a 
long-standing claim to fame of mine some 30 
years ago.  
Growing up in Kirby-le-Soken, Halstead Road 
playing fields were a haven to see the best 
Sunday League sides of the time.  
Former Town player Danny Hegan managed a 
rampant Coach & Horses side and when they 
disbanded, the top side became Harlequins in  
the day when retiring Colchester players  
found themselves in a competitive Sunday 
league.  
Bobby Hodge was one such example who played 
for the ‘Quins and one game saw them up 
against Coopers FC, with an appearance from 
Steve.  
It was enough to have me running home and 
back again with my autograph book which saw 
him duly sign at half-time and after the game, I 
asked Steve to take a penalty against me which 
he was again very happy to do so and I duly 
saved it.  
I felt like the bee’s knees for weeks, make that 
years!
Thirty years on, he was just as accommodating 
again when we talked of his return to the 
coaching set-up with Steve telling me how he  
felt lucky to still be in the game and enjoying  
his day-to-day job working with our  
Academy.  
After a successful coaching career at  
Town previously as well as Colchester and 
Norwich, I felt it was actually Town who  
were lucky to have him back after answering 
Bryan Klug’s call earlier in the season to  
return.  
Hopefully the Academy will unearth some gems 
again soon – they’ve been too few and far 
between in recent years. 

New strikers can fire 
us up the league table 

SATURDAY sees Barnsley in town and I can look 
forward to welcoming one of my ‘lucky opposi-
tion’ as whenever I’ve seen Town play the Tykes, 
we’ve nearly always come out on top.  
Of the 13 games I’ve seen between the two, Town 
have won 10, drawn two and lost just the once – 
I hope this isn’t cursing Saturday’s result!  
Of course, it’s probably not just me though that 
has seen all the right results as I’m sure most of 
you have too.  
Three memorable games that stick in the mind 
include the Play-Off Final at Wembley in 2000 (of 
course) and last season’s encounter when let’s 
face it, Paul Jewell’s job was saved after Town 
came from two down at half-time to win 5-3.  
But the other memorable match came in March 
1996 when Town came back again after being 3-0 
down at Oakwell with seven minutes to go.  
One of the Barnsley goals was scored by Andy 
Liddell, who is now a fitness coach at Town.  
Two goals from Ian Marshall and one from Simon 
Milton salvaged a draw in one of the most 
remarkable comebacks in my time of supporting 
Town.  
Ever since that game, when we’ve been three 
down with 10 minutes to go, I’ve wondered if we 
could do similar again, but we never have!

Tykes are lucky omen

ALERT: David McGoldrick, one of Town’s three new strikers, improvises a first-half 
chance in the Cardiff penalty area on Saturday.
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Grant Holt, dare I say it has done  
the business at Rochdale, Nottingham Forest, 
Shrewsbury and Norwich.  

West Ham signed Ricardo Vaz Te  
from Barnsley before netting 10 in  
15, whilst Adam Le Fondre, having scored 
goals at Rotherham moved to  
Reading to help the Royals win the  
league.  

Ricky Lambert has scored a phenomenal 
amount of goals at Rochdale, Bristol  
Rovers and Southampton and of course we  
all know about the prowess of Jordan  
Rhodes whilst at Huddersfield in League  
One.

McGoldrick, who has just won the League 
One Player of the Month award for Coventry, 
is one I’ve kept an eye on throughout the 
season and am pleased to have him with us 
now.  

McLean has not had the success at Hull 
that he would have hoped for but I see no 
reason why he could not reproduce the form 

that saw him plunder 67 goals at 
Peterborough.  

Signing hungry players from the same 
league or lower and not Premiership has-
beens looking for one last pay packet is the 
way forward without a doubt.  

Our priority now should be getting in a 
winger and a creative playmaker to supply 
the ammunition for our strikers to feed off.  

I have confidence and trust in McCarthy to 
do this. He is very quickly developing his own 
side and it is refreshing to have a manager 
who identifies his targets and nails them nice 
and early.  

This time last year we spent a month 
wondering if Stephen Henderson, Jason 
Pearce and Joel Ward would be joining us 
from Portsmouth.  

They didn’t of course and whilst we waited 
an eternity for these three to make up their 
minds, other potential targets were snapped 
up elsewhere leaving us short in both 
quantity and quality. 

BECOMING the first side since the 
opening day of the season to prevent 
Cardiff scoring at home as well as 
being only the second side to take at 
least a point off the Bluebirds on 

home soil shows the magnitude of both 
Town’s goalless draw there on Saturday and 
the job done thus far by Mick McCarthy.  I 
was surprised to see two new strikers start 
the game but this merely enhanced the 
strength on our bench with both Michael 
Chopra and Daryl Murphy coming on and 
putting in a shift before Frank Nouble did 
likewise in his short spell at the end of the 
game.  

The matchday 18 is getting stronger – now 
let’s get the missing pieces of the squad jigsaw 
sorted.

Last week I cited the need for McCarthy to 
add permanent signings during this transfer 
window in order for foundations to be laid 
over the remainder of this season to build on 
in the summer so that come August, we can 
hit the ground running with a settled  

“ Signing hungry players 
from the same league or 
lower and not Premiership 
has-beens looking for one 
last pay packet is the way 
forward without a doubt. 

squad for a change rather than relying on 
loanees.  

The first such arrival to meet my wishes 
saw Nouble join from Wolves to make it a 
rather surprising three strikers in succes-
sion signed.  

In David McGoldrick, Aaron McLean  
and Nouble, Town have picked up three 
potentially exciting players who I’m sure  
can do a great job for us and under 
McCarthy’s leadership, there is no reason as 
to why at least one of the three cannot 
blossom into a leading predator within the 
Championship.

None of these three have made a name for 
themselves at the top level, but you only have 
to look at any one of the last six promoted 
clubs out of the Championship to see that all 
had strikers that scored goals in the lower 
reaches of the game and honed their skills 
under some quality managers to find 
themselves today playing in the Premier 
League.  

Examples include Danny Graham,  
who bagged goals for Carlisle before  
using Watford as a stepping stone to  
Swansea.    

Jamie Mackie was plucked from Plymouth 
by QPR and scored goals in the R’s promotion 
season two years ago.  


