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FullerFlavour Blues fan Karl Fuller with his weekly 
take on town from the terraces

twitter: @fullerflavour email: tff25@hotmail.co.uk 

December is good 
When I was a young lad, many moons ago, I 
used to keep a record in a book of each Ipswich 
game my dad would take me to and wondered 
how far I would get.  
I don’t recall setting a target but probably did not 
dream of reaching the 633 that I have been to 
thus far.  
as sad as it is to admit it, it tells you that I kept 
that book going! 
but what keeping the book going has done is 
reminded me of all kind of things that I would 
not otherwise remember and that the month of 
december has been kind to me.  
The 100th Town goal that I saw live came in the 
2-1 home win over oldham in 1988, while the 
350th goal was scored in a 2-2 home draw 
against Wimbledon almost 18 years to the day in 
1994.  
december 1999 saw our usual 3-1 victory over 
West brom marking the 650th goal I’ve seen and 
the 3-0 win over Tottenham in the Premier 
League 12 years ago was the 700th.  
My 900th goal came against Wigan in another 
win, this time 2-1 in 2004, but the ironic thing of 
seeing landmark goals scored means nothing 
when it comes to the ones missed when at 
games.
The most important one without any doubt WaS 
richard naylor’s goal at Wembley in 2000 when 
stupidly, disastrously and annoyingly, I chose 
that moment just after half-time for my comfort 
break rather than queuing like most others 
beforehand.     

WHILE it was disappointing to 
see our recent unbeaten run 
come to an end at Leeds, I did 
not expect too much from a 
tough-looking fixture, 

following three excellent wins.  
The encouraging sign was that we were 

not played off the park and, on another day, 
an end product to some of our good, general 
play may have seen a different result.  

We move on to a must-win game against 
Bristol City on Saturday and a chance to see 
what all the fuss was about over Steven 
Davies, the guy that seemingly was all set to 
sign for us but joined the Robins instead.

Following my story last week of Town 
drawing Aston Villa in the FA Cup, I 
received an e-mail from Don Hubbard who 
had the following to say:  “I enjoy your 
weekly contribution to the ‘Green Un’ but 
you are too young a lad to know anything 
about the most epic FA Cup encounter ever 
between the two teams.  

“It took place in January 1939 and 
coincidentally in the third round too – I 
didn’t go as I was only six years-old but my 
father, a lifelong supporter of ITFC did.  

“It was a time when Villa were the 
Manchester United of the day, playing in 
the old first division and Town were a third 
division (south) side.  

“It was a draw on the Saturday, against the 
odds of course, and the replay was played on 
the following Wednesday at Portman Road, 
kick off 2pm – no floodlights in those days.  

“For this momentous event, the whole of 
Ipswich more or less closed down.  

“My father, who worked in the building 
trade, said that instead of half-day working 
on Saturday, the firm closed down Wednesday 
afternoon and they worked all day on the 
Saturday.  

“The crowd was 28,194 – a record attend-
ance that stood for many, many years. 

“You have to remember that the stands 
were just old wooden ones with tin roofs and 
crowds like this would never have been 
allowed today. 

“The game ended 2-1 to Villa with their 
winner coming in injury-time. During the 
match, the Ipswich stalwart David Bell was 
badly injured and there were no substitutes at 
that time so we had to play with ten men for 
part of the game.   

“I think a lot of the crowd only saw the ball 
when it went high into the air. 

“This game was talked about by the fans of 
yesteryear for many years afterwards.”

Thanks to Don for sharing that memory. In 
that first game, I read that Jimmy McLuckie, 
Town’s first-ever professional captain, stood 
out against his old club Villa.

 Later, he left Portman Road, in 1947, to 
become manager of my local club Clacton 
Town.  

It’s a rarity these days to see someone leave 
Town to manage or play for a local non-league 
club. 

I remember when Bobby Mayes played for 
Clacton after he had made one substitute 
appearance for Ipswich in a 3-2 Full Members 
Cup First Round defeat away at Oxford United 
in 1988.  

However, nothing prepared me for the day 
when I saw an ex-Premier League Ipswich 
player stroll through the turnstile eight years 
ago.

Former Town trainee and Arsenal, Norwich 
and Colchester player Steve Ball was assistant 
to Alan Dilloway at Clacton and he arrived at 
the game sporting a massive smile.

He knew how big a Town fan I was, and how I 
would enjoy his scoop that was none other than 
Nabil Abidallah.  

Okay, he played just a couple of Premier 
League games but he was not at the end of his 
playing career and probably still had some-
thing to offer the professional game, yet there 
he was playing for Clacton!  

He managed just a dozen or so games but it 
shows again what a lift it gives to local non-
league clubs when these occasions present 
themselves. 

Villa clash brings back 
happy memories of 1939

 tacKle: carlos edwards cuts inside Michael Tonge at elland road

Last night saw the Sports Personality of the year 
presentation and obviously this column was 
penned before the result was known.  
needless to say, I’m pretty sure that the winner, 
no make that the top three, were olympians 
with so many outstanding candidates.  
eleven of the 12 short-listed were part of the 
fabulous ‘Team Gb’.  
My own personal choice to win was andy 
Murray simply because he could add the US 
open (his first Grand Slam win) and reaching the 
Men’s Wimbledon Final to his olympic gold 
triumph.  
but again, I would be just as happy if bradley 
Wiggins, Sir chris Hoy, Mo Farah or Jessica ennis 
was triumphant.
one thing for sure is that it was just about the 
toughest call in my living memory and it took 
me back to the 1980/81 season when it was 
equally as hard to separate the winners of the 
end of season football awards.  
The Football Writers’ association Player of the 
year was Frans Thijssen, who became the first 
foreign player to win the award since bert 
Trautmann in 1956.  
Mick Mills was the runner-up with John Wark in 
third place.  
as for the Professional Footballers association 
Player of the year, that was won by Wark (who 
also won the european young Player of the 
year), whilst Thijssen was runner-up with Paul 
Mariner coming third.  
It was the first time ever that both awards saw 
the top three players in each represented by the 
same club!  
both 1981 and 2012 were two great sporting 
years for two great teams with very little to 
separate the star performers of each, but 
certainly a gulf that separated them from their 
competitors. 

Far too close to call
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