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FullerFlavour Blues fan Karl Fuller with his weekly 
take on town from the terraces

twitter: @fullerflavour email: tff25@hotmail.co.uk 

Still baffled by Town’s
ticket-pricing policies
I THINK that it’s fair to say that Ipswich 

fans have just about had enough of at 
least two things. 

One, every time we have won this 
season, we have followed it up with a 

huge defeat next game (I thought these bad 
results would be behind us with Mick 
McCarthy in charge).

The other? David Nugent. I can’t wait until 
the day he retires from the game and he can  
leave us alone.  

The defeat at Leicester marked the the 
seventh time in less than two calendar years 
we have conceded five or more in a game. I 
despair.

Moving on. Last week, I said that I would 
tell you of the response I received from the 
club as to why match-day prices increase by 
£2.50 on the day of a game. 

I was told that, as this has always been the 
case, this would not change now which I 
thought was very poor to say the least.  

As I have been to Portman Road for over 30 
years, I know for a fact that it has not always 
been the case. I was also told that the club like 
an idea of ‘numbers’ of people coming to the 
game in advance. 

This left me a very frustrated figure and I 
am still trying to work that one out. 

Ticket prices in football is one of the most 
debated topics among supporters, especially 
the floaters who will pick and choose their 
games around their financial well-being and 
will certainly not feel like spending near to 

£30 to watch a game and need to be enticed 
back.  

I don’t suspect that the powers that be are 
just sitting back doing nothing about this, but 
evidently, they’re not doing a great deal either,  
apart from the promotion of last week whereby 
buying a ticket for the Burnley game entitled 
you to a cheaper one for a game in December. 
Incidentally, I am STILL waiting to hear back 
from the club to see if I can obtain one too 
through being a season-ticket holder.

If not already being looked at, I would 
encourage giving local schools free tickets.

This used to happen a lot and you knew 
when it did from the high shrieks of support 
coming from the upper Cobbold stand. 

Give a different local school each game say 
200 tickets, enough for a child and a parent to 
come, and who knows? 

If 5% of these were to come again then it 
would be a worthwhile exercise. 

If none ever came again, I’m sure that 

money would be made from food, drink, 
programme and merchandise sales.

One thing the club is doing right is offering 
a £10 season ticket for under 11s (when  
purchased with an adult season ticket) in 
family areas which is superb value and 
should be applauded. 

But why restrict these to one type of area? 
Open these up to all parts of the ground and 

similarly, why not have a real eye-catching 
season ticket price for the next age band of 12-
16 year-olds of somewhere between £50 and 
£100? 

For a 16-year-old who previously only went 
to football when someone would take him/
her, it is a big thing to suddenly start going on 
your own, with your mates, in one of your 
first steps into the big world on your own. So 
make it affordable to them.

The concessions on offer to other age 
groups are good, but again all parts of the 
ground please. 

Why penalise those who wish to sit in the 
lower Sir Bobby Robson stand – the part of the 
ground where the atrmosphere is likely to be 
the best?

The £10 offer available to season-ticket hold-
ers are good value too but let’s have more of 
them and preferably not for a game being 
shown live on Sky with a 5.20pm kick-off. 

Bring in offers other than the £10 one. Offer 
season-ticket holders the chance to buy £15 or 
£20 tickets for friends and family. Kids for a 
quid, teens for a tenner, anything that gets 
bums on seats.  

tony should have 
taken my advice!
THe worst thing about watching Football on 
television is the analysis of some so-called 
‘experts’. 
experts that invariably are sacked managers 
which calls into question their actual credentials 
to analyse.  
I’m sure that the average man on the street  
with a good general knowledge of the game 
would do just as good a job given the chance  
for half the fee that the experts receive where  
it would also be needed more no doubt. 
I don’t necessarily claim to know it, but I was 
proved right a few years back when it came  
to the pending departure of one Town  
player.
I was part of the Clacton branch of ITFC 
Supporters’ Club that won the inter-branch Pool 
tournament in 1997. 
at the awards night that year we had John Wark, 
alex Mathie and Tony vaughan presenting the 
awards.
vaughan was rumoured to be close to a move to 
his boyhood heroes Manchester City and I got 
talking to him at the bar. 
I recalled watching him making his debut at 
Chelsea as a 19-year-old less than three years 
earlier and said that he was a massive player for 
us and should not go to City where I stated that 
his career would nosedive quickly.
He laughed and told me he was a Mancunian 
and a City fan and it would be a dream move for 
him. 
I warned him not to do it but he left in a £1.35 
million deal and sure enough after just 71 
appearances, he left Maine road following loan 
spells at Cardiff and nottingham Forest before 
joining Forest permanently which was followed 
with spells at Scunthorpe, Mansfield, 
Motherwell, barnsley and Stockport in a career 
that saw him make just 231 appearances in nine 
years.
Financially, I dare say leaving Ipswich was good 
for him, but who knows what number of games 
he might have played had he of taken my advice 
and stayed at Portman road? 

Have you got any 
town superstitions?  
I Have never been overly superstitious in my 30-
odd years of watching Ipswich, but you know 
that when you do something different and at the 
same time a bad run comes to an end, then you 
feel that perhaps you should stick with it.  
I can hardly claim to ever have had a lucky pair 
of pants or followed the same pre-match routine 
but for some reason, I have found it necessary 
to touch the Sir bobby robson statue before 
each game as I have made my way down 
Portman road.
However, I decided not to do this prior to the 
burnley game and also, once I got round to the 
back of the Sir bobby robson stand to make my 
way in to the ground, I noticed that turnstile 29 
was empty and headed in through there.  
after gaining that first home win for over seven 
months, you can bet your life that I will now 
follow the same routine for Saturday’s game 
against Peterborough United and continue with 
it should another win occur.
do let me know if any of you have any  
superstitions and how well they work for you. 

“ I don’t suspect that 
the powers that be 
are sitting back doing 
nothing, but they’re 
not doing a great deal, 
either

anotHer deFeat: Town fans looking a bit glum at the King Power Stadium as Ipswich are swept aside 6-0. Photo: pagepix


