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A lesser known
Ipswich record
Whilst watching the Manchester United versus 
Liverpool game last Sunday, I was surprised to 
hear the statistic at half-time that Sir Alex 
Ferguson has never gone on to experience defeat 
in a league game when his side has led at the 
interval at Old Trafford.  
I was even more surprised to read in the week in 
one of the national newspapers that the last side 
to win there having been behind at the break is 
none other than Ipswich Town in 1984.  
United have in fact led in 218 Premier League 
games at home – all under Ferguson of course – 
and have won exactly 200 of them whilst 
drawing the other 18.
Our 9-0 defeat at Old Trafford ten years after that 
1984 triumph is a Premiership record and we’ve 
heard that stat a hundred times.  
So why we’ve not heard so much about this other 
Old Trafford stat is anybody’s guess with my own 
being that only fans of Liverpool, Ipswich, Forest, 
Villa, Derby and Leeds care much about football 
pre-Premier League these days.
Town’s comeback win was achieved thanks to 
goals from Mich D’Avray and Alan Sunderland 
back in the old first division at the end of the 
1983/84 season.  
In fact, had they not have won this game and at 
home to Aston Villa on the final day of the 
season, Town would have been relegated.  
Ultimately, they finished in a comfortable looking 
twelfth place but only five points separated Town 
and Birmingham, who finished in the last 
relegation spot. 

I think that the away fan 
should pay less than the 
home supporter because 
in most cases, their costs 
in getting to the game are 
far greater.

MY previous assessments of our 
performances at home to 
Bristol City, Sheffield 
Wednesday and Peterborough 
United, all struggling sides 

below us, were stated as no better than poor 
and you can now add the last of the current 
bottom-four sides, Barnsley, to that list.

Our performance was equally poor once 
more and a point on this occasion was one 
certainly gained despite it seeming like two 
were lost, given how late their equaliser 
came in the game.

Sadly, the performance could not match 
the efforts of club staff who had worked 
tirelessly day and night in the preceding 
twenty-four hours or so to ensure we had a 
game at all to watch.  

I applaud each and every one of you, it’s 
just a shame we did not get the game your 
efforts deserved. To be fair, Barnsley should 
really have won the game.  

In Marlon Harewood though, they had 
someone who clearly was having an off day 
as I lost count of how many good chances he 
missed.  

The visitors’ goal when it came though 
was so disappointing for no other reason 
than its predictability – I called it before the 
corner came over as the moment Town’s 
defence would finally be breached as some 
old habits die hard.

Meanwhile, it had not gone unnoticed the 
warmth and hospitality afforded to Town 
fans at Cardiff City last weekend. 

Blues fans who used the food and drink 
bars would have seen the staff there wearing 
Town shirts whilst television screens around 
the concourse displayed Town highlights for 
supporters to watch, and posters also 
welcomed fans to the ground and displayed 
information about the Tractor Boys.  

Incidentally, it was nice that our own PA 
announcer Rob Chandler took the time to 
offer a heartfelt thanks to the 175 Barnsley 
fans that made the trip to the game despite 
the weather conditions they would have 
encountered in setting off for the game.

Whether this kind of action is appreciated 
or not by the visiting supporter, it is an idea 
that Cardiff should be applauded for and 
certainly should be adopted by more clubs.  

Town fan Stephen Bailey is a regular away 
follower and thought the idea was a good one 
and when I asked him if he had experienced 
this much at other clubs, he told me that only 
at Brighton & Hove Albion so far has he 

discovered something different being offered 
in that they bring in the local brew of the club 
that they play on the day.  

When Ipswich visited the Amex Stadium, 
they were pulling pints of Adnams.  

Stephen felt that more clubs should be more 
welcoming of its visiting supporters, including 
Town themselves, as well as providing more 
help and incentives to their own travelling 
fans.  

“I think that if you travel to away games on 
the coaches that leave from Portman Road say 
five times, you should then be entitled to free 
travel to another game,” he said.  

We also talked about ticketing prices and 
how clubs generally charge the away fans the 
same price as what a home supporter pays.  

But as Stephen quite rightly pointed out, 
other factors are not taken into consideration.  

“I think that the away fan should pay less 
than the home supporter because in most 
cases, their costs in getting to the game are far 
greater.” 

Back to on-field matters, if Town are in a 
relegation scrap still, then at least we do not 
have to go away to any of the current top six in 
search of points.  

Equally I think after what we’ve had to 
endure, I’m pleased that we have not got to play 
many more home games against fellow 
struggling sides in hope of a point or three, 
because we simply cannot win these games.  

Let’s hope the games against mid-table 
opposition continue to be rewarding – or else 
we will soon be back in real trouble again.  

Fans make football – so 
let’s keep them happy! 

FEELING THE CHILL: Fans braved the weather to watch Ipswich draw against Barnsley at Portman Road on Saturday. Karl is 
calling for more to be done for away fans

Town’s chief executive Simon Clegg has written to 
the FA for a change in the ruling of supporters 
being able to drink alcohol at their seats in the 
stands.  
I don’t expect for one minute that the FA will 
budge on this one but it is a valid question as to 
why this cannot happen at football.  
The game and its image is much-changed to 
when the ruling first came out and if it is allowed 
in rugby and cricket, then why can it not happen 
in football?
Even those using an executive box and enjoying 
the occasion with a drop of alcohol are subjected 
to the rule when their blinds have to be drawn 15 
minutes before kick-off so that their drinking 
cannot be in the view of the pitch.  
And if ever there was a real point as to why this 
part of the ruling is absolutely crazy, how many of 
you have been to a preliminary round of either an 
FA Cup game or FA Vase game at your local 
Thurlow Nunn league club in mid-August or early 
September?  
If you have, you will know that you have been 
amongst 50 or so others and possibly a dog or 
two and because these games are FA competi-
tions, you will experience something different to 
all other games throughout the rest of the 
season.  
You will not have been allowed to consume your 
alcoholic drink in view of the pitch, which at that 
level is football gone mad in a similar style to 
Southampton’s sacking of Nigel Adkins – but 
that’s another story!  

Clegg is spot on
about drink ban
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FullerFlavour Blues fan Karl Fuller with his weekly 
take on Town from the terraces
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