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FullerFlavour Blues fan Karl Fuller with his weekly 
take on town from the terraces

twitter: @fullerflavour email: tff25@hotmail.co.uk 

Three weeks ago, I 
commented that Aaron 
Cresswell’s goal at 
Barnsley was our ‘first’ 
first-half goal of the 

season.  Including that game, we 
have now managed this feat four 
times in a row and each time, led 
1-0 at half-time.  Problem is, we 
have not scored a single second-
half goal in those games and not 
won any of them. This story 
repeating itself though game 
after game is nothing short of 
expected.  I mean, who was 
surprised when hull scored their 
winner in the 93rd minute on 
Saturday?  You couldn’t say that 
it wasn’t coming. 

Then followed Paul Jewell’s 
interview on Sky after the game, 
where he presented the perfect 
pose of a broken man and one 
who stated that he had some 
thinking to do over the rest of the 
weekend about his position as 
Ipswich Town manager.

If his ultimate decision was to 

walk during the latter part of 
Sunday, then his actions came 
too late for me to comment 
further in this weeks’ column.  If 
however by the time you are 
reading this, he is still in charge 
then it is ironic that this week, he 
finds himself up against Derby 
and Sheffield Wednesday, the 
Jewell clubs-prototype that we 
were warned we might get upon 
his appointment whilst hoping 
for the Bradford and Wigan 
version. 

I have seen Ipswich win every 
one of their last six matches that I 
have been to against Derby, so 
there lays the hope for tomorrow 
night.  My son was with me for all 
six of those games but will not be 
tomorrow night.  The last time he 
was not with me for a game 
against Derby – we lost 1-0 – back 
in September 2002.

Sadly, nothing has moved on in 
our time under the leadership of 
Jewell.  When he was installed, I 
said to a friend, give it less than 

two years, and his head will be 
called for.  It wasn’t too hard to 
predict and at the time, it was a 
brutal assessment of the mess 
that the club was in and I 
honestly felt that it would take 
more than an appointment of a 
new manager to pull the club 
around. 

This has regretfully been 
proved right but Jewell solely 
cannot be blamed for five years of 
dross.  It’s been well documented 
that our concerns are with the 
club as much off the pitch as on it 
with a lack of transparency 
surrounding the short and long-
term plans, the lack of passion, 
no heart or soul and the fans 
seemingly not mattering.  
Furthermore, what is the 
financial state of the club and 
what has happened to our 
Academy production line over 
the past two years?  

In fact, the stagnant production 
of Academy players is the most 
glaring failure in Jewell’s reign 

at the club.  Only three players 
from the Academy have made a 
debut under him.  Two of those 
i.e. Byron Lawrence and Cormac 
Burke have played just 13 
minutes combined.  That leaves 
Josh Carson with his 32 appear-
ances in 19 months as the ONLY 
Academy player who can say he 
has just about made it under 
Jewell.    

If Jewell does go, then surely 
Simon Clegg should leave the 
building too.  As Chief executive 
it is his job to market, promote 
and to restore the club back to its 
community to maximum 
potential.

I don’t think he was in touch 
with the game of football at the 
start of his tenure, given his 
background was in the Army and 
Olympics, and I think he has 
been out of touch with supporters 
ever since.

Nothing personal, just my opin-
ion.

Dark days indeed . . . 

anotHer topic of conversation that has 
gathered momentum recently is the choice of 
‘My Way’ as the pre kick-off tune at Portman 
road hardly being a resounding success.  over 
the years I have longed for us to have a song of 
our own and boy don’t we need to somehow lift 
the atmosphere at the road.
I was recently at the ‘Kesgrave Kitchen’ cafe 
where seemingly it all happens and I was 
introduced to Mark Kemp who has written a 
song that Mark told me more about: “I wanted to 
write something unique for the club as I felt it 
was about time we had a song of our own.  I 
actually wrote it about 18 months ago and I just 
wanted an upbeat song for the place and its 
Supporters.”
Mark is part of ‘the Kemp’ family who have 
been performing for over 20 years and the band 
Infra-red includes Mark’s brother Graham and 
their Father ray and they are a staunch Ipswich 
supporting family. 
the band cover a whole range of songs, from 
the 60’s to folk and Mark would love the club to 
at least give the Kemps a listen.
“I believe that they are in receipt of a cd with our 
song but whether they’ve listened to it or not, I 
have no idea.  If ever we had success with it, we 
might have to record it again in a studio and I 
guess we’ll just have to wait and see”.
the song, “We are the town” is available to 
listen to on youtube and can be found on the 
following link: http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=asrcrpyZcPM

noW, two facts of two 
of our current midfield-
ers I’d like to share with 
you.  I questioned 
recently why Luke 
Hyam was not playing 
more in the first-team 
and one supporter got 
in touch and asked 
what our record is with 
Hyam in the side 
compared to when not.  
I am mindful that any 
Ipswich related 
statistic over the past 
few years is not great, 
but it’s fair to say that we win as many games as 
we lose when he is in the side.  the soon-to-be 
21 year-old has played in only twenty-two 
league games since his debut at Middlesbrough 
just over two years ago.  In that time, we have 
won eight, drawn six and lost eight which as I 
say, as far as recent stats go, stands out as being 
one of the better ones.  eight defeats in 22 
matches tells me that Ipswich need Hyam in the 
side on a more regular basis if we have any 
plans to climb out of the bottom three.
and to those of you questioning nigel reo-
coker’s short term deal at the club, well players 
with double-barrelled surnames hardly make a 
career of longevity at the club.  nigel becomes 
only the fourth such player for us and the 
previous three made less than 75 appearances 
between them.  I’ll leave you to name the three, 
answers next week. 

Late sucker-punch was 
no real surprise – was it?

Hyam’s record 
is a solid one

Kemp writes a 
unique Blues song

anger: Fans vent their 
frustrations at Hull
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