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FullerFlavour Blues fan Karl Fuller with his weekly 
take on Town from the terraces

twitter: @fullerflavour email: tff25@hotmail.co.uk 

The white wine has run 
out – as has the patience

OUR game against 
Wolves saw both sides 
not do enough to win 
the game, yet Ipswich 
did more than enough 

to lose it. 
On Saturday, you can hardly 

say that Charlton stormed their 
way to victory. Losing these two 
games has compounded the mis-
ery of our situation by the fact 
that we lost to two very ordinary 
sides.  

So the clamour for Paul Jewell’s 
head intensifies and while I can 
see why this might need to hap-
pen, I just think we should be 
careful what we wish for. 

Is it he as a man with whom we 
are fed up with or is it the situa-
tion of the last five or six years? 
Many wanted Jim Magilton out 
and got their wish.

Did it ultimately get better 
when Roy Keane took over? Many 
wanted him out – he went, Jewell 

came in, has it got any better?
Sure, Jewell doesn’t help endear 

himself to supporters with some 
of his decisions in games, and the 
supplementing of his squad with a 
number of loanees goes against 
his earlier words.

Then there is the continual 
refusal to play Luke Hyam – our 
best player at the start of the sea-
son in my eyes.

Changing our manager twice 
thus far under the reign of 
Marcus Evans has not worked and 
what’s to say it would if he 
changed again? Or are his 
appointments so far entirely his 
fault, having simply made bad 
decisions?

I grew up following Town in an 
era where we had five managers 
in over 33 years proving stability 
was the name of game when possi-
ble. If we were to change the man-
ager again now, we’d have had 
another five managers but in less 

than ten years and all because the 
game is a less stable environment 
now.

It is what it is though.
Supporters want instant results 

– or at least decent performances 
backed by a sustainable plan and 
definite signs of progress. None of 
this is evident at Ipswich and that 
can’t be Jewell’s fault again?

I believe you have to look at the 
whole picture of the club, to 
cement foundations upon which to 
start building again to evolve it 
back into the community, to bring 
the passion back and to make the 
place feel like ‘our Ipswich’ again.

If we’re told that the club will 
start a plan today and it will take 
five years to come to fruition, then 
so be it.  At least then we’ll have 
an idea of the direction we are 
going in.

Jewell’s destiny may or may not 
be decided on Saturday at 
Barnsley again (who coinciden-

tally were the opposition the last 
time we won a league game at 
Portman Road at the end of 
March). 

Avoiding an eighth successive 
defeat there last season saved his 
bacon.  Avoiding a fourth succes-
sive defeat there this season will 
no doubt help him remain Blues 
manager for a while longer.

Finally, my thoughts go out to 
Chris Kiwomya and his family fol-
lowing the very sad news last 
week of the death of his son Lucas. 
The chant of ‘Kiwomya my Lord’ 
in the Sir Bobby Robson stand on 
Saturday hopefully shows we are 
all thinking of you.

 Please let me know of your 
stories of supporting Town, your 
matchday experiences, where you 
travel from and your thoughts on 
current matters. 
My addresses are at the top of the 
page.

Jack so happy 
– and Roger  
so obliging
I RECENTLY had one of my 
greatest experiences as an 
Ipswich fan when I met 1978 
FA Cup Final goalscoring 
hero, Roger Osborne. 

A mutual friend of the 
Ipswich Star and myself met 
for lunch and I was telling 
him how my nephew Jack 
had been to a car boot sale 
and had picked up the ’78 
Cup Final programme.

A couple of days later, I came across a 
video of the final and gave Jack a much-detailed 
history lesson of how Town won the Cup, who 
scored the goal and showed him a picture of 
Roger in the programme. 

I thought the video would be the ultimate 
presentation for the 13-year-old to familiarise 
himself with glory in my latest attempt to wean 
him off some club called Liverpool. 

Having heard this, our mutual friend said that 
all Jack needed now was an autograph from the 
very man himself and before lunch could reach 
the pit of my stomach, we were heading to 
Rushmere Sports Club, in Ipswich.

On arrival, the man himself was strolling out of 
a large shed, complete with a lawn mower in his 
possession and after a quick glance as to who 
we were, Roger was soon chatting about the 
good old days and proving himself to be a real 
gent as well as an undoubted legend.  He gladly 
obliged my request to sign an autograph and 
better still, to pose for a photo with yours truly!  

When Jack was presented with his video, I 
asked him to check that all was well inside the 
case.  He was then surprised to find a piece of 
paper falling out revealing Roger’s signature 
dedicated to him. I impressed on him the 
importance of what was in front of him, putting 
into context the situation in reminding him that 
the scorer of the winning goal in this year’s Cup 
final was Didier Drogba.

 I asked Jack if he could ever imagine that in 34 
years time, Drogba would be pushing a lawn 
mower at a sports club in Ipswich or for that 
matter, anywhere else in the world. His face was 
one of bemusement – as was mine too when 
the sudden realisation hit me that his mum may 
no longer own a video player!

I WOULD like to put to bed that our problems  
are mostly at the back. The current defensive 
issues are of course a concern, but such 
problems have been prevalent since the start of 
Roy Keane’s era – and so too has scoring goals 
believe it or not. Looking at examples of when 
four (a rare exciting/depressing number of goals 
to score/concede) or more goals have been 
scored or conceded:

 163 games played under Roy Keane and  
Paul Jewell

 Games with four or more goals scored: 3
 Games with four or more goals conceded: 11 

163 games prior to Keane & Jewell
 Games with four or more goals scored: 8 
 Games with four or more goals conceded: 5  
So whilst I welcome Danny Higginbotham’s 

arrival, another forward (and creative midfielder) 
would not go a miss.

Not all our problems 
stem from the back

Mr John Cobbold once said that there is no crisis at Ipswich until the white wine runs out in the 
boardroom. Please note that this is now the case, as has the patience of fans whose football club is 
becoming so unrecognisable, that they can no longer feel a part of it. It is a pity Mr John cannot 
somehow find a way to get through to Mr Evans regarding what to do to turn the fortunes of our 
club around. 

REALITY BITES: Town supporters cut dejected figures at Portman Road. PIcture: ANDY ABBOTT
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