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FullerFlavour Blues fan Karl Fuller with his weekly 
take on town from the terraces

twitter: @fullerflavour email: tff25@hotmail.co.uk 

those really were 
the days for town
THIS season is the 30th anniversary of Sir 
bobby robson’s one tournament success with 
england when he led the country to the british 
Home nations Championships in what was the 
penultimate year of the tournament back in the 
day.  
also known as the Home Internationals, the 
tournament was played between england, 
Scotland, Wales and northern Ireland and was 
actually abolished in its 100th year a year later 
in 1983/84.
There would often be lively encounters, 
especially between england and Scotland and 
who will ever forget the day the Tartan army 
invaded the pitch after a game at Wembley 
and completely demolished the place – I still 
remember that crossbar snapping as if it was 
yesterday!
but the joy for me was seeing so many Ipswich 
players taking part in its latter years and I 
thank damon of therealfacup.co.uk for 
reminding me of that year in 1982/83 when 
england last tasted success, that saw Town 
represented by Paul Mariner and Terry butcher. 
John Wark and alan brazil played for Scotland 
that season and with the tournament only 
seeing a total of eight goals, 25% were scored 
by Town players with butcher and brazil 
getting on the scoresheet. Heady days indeed 
for the club.  

“ I am totally at a loss 
to explain what hap-
pens to certain play-
ers when they pull 
on a Town shirt

THANKFULLY, the second-half of 
Saturday’s game against 
Peterborough United had just 
enough about it to prevent Town’s 
overall performance rivalling the 

one against Sheffield Wednesday as being 
one of the worst performances Portman 
Road will have ever witnessed.

The first-half was a shocker again and 
what a gift of a goal for Lee Tomlin. It was 
like Moses was around parting the falling 
water that was the rain and taking the 
Town defence with it to open up the gap for 
Tomlin to have a free sight of goal. It doesn’t 
half worry me when I see some of our 
supposed reaction to our big defeats these 
days. Nothing was seemingly learnt from 
conceding bad goals at Leicester.

I guess in the end we were fortunate that 
Peterborough are at least as bad as us as 
with some better finishing and being a little 
more clinical with some of their attacking 
play, they could have sent us to what would 
have been yet another abject home defeat.  

I am totally at a loss to explain what 
happens to certain players when they pull 

on a Town shirt. Believe it or not, of our 
fourteen players used on Saturday, eight have 
some kind of Premier League experience 
(admittedly not a lot for some of them) but you 
don’t get to play in the Premier League if you 
are as bad as some were again.  

As most of these said players are on loan, 
can it really be true that loanees do not care? 

Does Premier League experience count for 
nothing? I don’t know if Peterborough had 
any players with any kind of top-flight 
experience at all, but if they had none, you 
certainly would not have noticed any 
difference in the way their players played.

And so to tomorrow night and the visit of 
Nottingham Forest and boy, do I fear the 
worst for this one. Forest are generally 
Watford mark two in as much as we never 
seem to beat them – but we have put the 
Watford hoodoo to bed this season. But with 
one nemesis of ours having a field day last 
week scoring not one but two goals against us 
in David Nugent, another who always scores 

against us is back in Town in Billy Sharp. 
How many will he score? It remains to be 
seen....

On to a positive to come out of ITFC in a 
season of never-ending negatives so far, the 
re-entering of the Suffolk Premier Cup. If 
ever the club needed to integrate itself back 
into the local community to win back some 
support, then now has never been a better 
time to do it.  

As someone involved with a Thurlow Nunn 
League club, the night that Ipswich Town 
rolls up at your little ground is one that you’ll 
never forget and is generally a big pay-day. 

Walsham-le-Willows is a smashing football 
club and will have thoroughly deserved their 
745 attendance against Town a couple of 
weeks back that will make the rest of their 
season financially easier.  On the preceding 
Saturday to the Town game, my own local 

club FC Clacton were the visitors in front of 
just 53 hardy souls.  You can therefore 
imagine the impact financially this had on 
Walsham and a great job done by ITFC in this 
particular part of the community.

Back in 2009, I organised a Testimonial for 
Clacton player Paul Hillier with Town 
sending a side as opponents. This was in Roy 
Keane’s first pre-season and the man himself 
even turned up and a record Clacton crowd of 
452 (at a time when around 120 spectators was 
the average crowd at The Bowl) went home 
very happy.  

There’s no doubt the effect that Ipswich 
have by playing at these places and I’m 
pleased that fans of non-league football 
locally get to share in the bigger than usual 
games at their clubs with Felixstowe & 
Walton United the lucky hosts of Town in the 
next round in early January.

Bring on nemesis No.2
with the visit of Forest

First aid: Ipswich Town midfielder Guirane n’daw receives treatment for a head injury during  
Saturday’s match at home to Peterborough United.

FoLLoWInG my points made last week about 
how Town could do more for its supporters, I 
received an e-mail from Town fan of 60 years, 
Jack Thrower from Felixstowe, who had a day 
to forget at Portman road at a recent home 
game.
Jack is 80 years young and explained to me 
the problem he had to cope with: “I am not a 
so-called complainer, but I remain incensed 
over an experience at the recent Sheffield 
Wednesday game. along with many others 
when I entered through the usual C block 
entrance and upon getting to the top of the 
stairs, I needed to take a comfort break 
following my journey to the ground.
“I was told with a touch of Sgt Major, that only 
Sheffield Wednesday supporters could use the 
toilet that I needed to use.  This meant 
climbing two sets of stairs, then a walk along a 
gangway, three sets of stairs down and then 
of course a climb back to my seat afterwards. 
“not good treatment for an 80 year-old and 
this also happened to others around me, some 
of whom had travelled further than me! It was 
felt that as well as suffering from on the field 
play, we are now asked to take it before we 
even sit down. 
“all I ask is that when ticket sales of our 
visiting supporters are of a substantial number 
and it is deemed necessary to operate this 
directive again, please would the club put a 
notice up at the turnstile, so that we loyal 
season-ticket holders are directed to the other 
C block entrance to avoid such hassle.”
Well said Jack and I hope the club take notice.

Fan Jack taken out 
of his comfort zone
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