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FullerFlavour Blues fan Karl Fuller with his weekly 
take on town from the terraces

twitter: @fullerflavour email: tff25@hotmail.co.uk 

Will we ever see
another sell-out?
you’ll have to excuse a bit of nepotism in this 
week’s column as a story from my brother Shaun 
last weekend was too good not to mention here.  

I thought it would also lift the gloom somewhat 
to remember one of the many good old days......

Shaun and I share in common that both our 
first-ever town games were against Liverpool.  

Mine was in august 1978 (the same game that 
arnold Muhren made his debut in) and as a young 
lad of almost seven, I confess to not remembering 
too much other than we lost 3-0.

Shaun’s first game though was two years 
earlier in december 1976 when town beat 
Liverpool 1-0 thanks to a Paul Mariner goal and as 
Shaun recalled, a very rare event occurred that 
day.

“that day saw a record league crowd at 
Portman road as 35,109 people were crammed 
into the place.  

“In fact, dad, Grandad and our Uncle were lucky 
to even get in the ground.  We were in just after 
1pm and they then locked the gates – two hours 
before kick-off.”

Shaun was almost nine years-old and I figured 
being a bit older than I was, he may have 
remembered more than I did about my first game.  

“What do I remember most about that day?  
Seeing mostly the sky! the place was so packed I 
couldn’t really see what was going on on the pitch 
and to think that the ground was only half the size 
then that it is now.”

It seems impossible to imagine that Portman 
road will ever sell-out now and even if it does, 
we still won’t see a crowd as big as back then 
with a much bigger stadium! 

IF you thought it could not get any 
worse, Saturday’s defeat against 
Sheffield Wednesday was pure horror.  

We made the side sitting one off the 
bottom of the league table look pure 

class. That shows the gulf between us at 
the bottom and the next side above us, 
never mind the rest of the division.  

And it was fair to say on Saturday that 
SOME players simply were not ‘fit to wear 
the shirt’.

Last Wednesday saw Paul Jewell’s fate 
finally sealed and in the end, it simply had 
to happen. I think it’s fair to say that after 
the Hull defeat, Jewell’s own self doubts 
confirmed that his days were numbered.  

The towel should have been thrown in 
then rather than allowing himself one 
more round where he was finally floored 
by a Tyson knock-out blow in injury-time 
against Derby.  

Leaving the club in true Ipswich fashion, 
otherwise known as ‘mutual-consent’, 
Jewell joined Joe Royle and George Burley 
before him whose final Portman Road 
game came against Derby County. 

And in Jewell’s case, there’s the irony of 
losing his Ipswich job after a Derby defeat 
– after losing his Derby job following a 
home defeat to Ipswich.

I’ve begged for stability and I wanted 
Jewell to succeed but at the final whistle 
on Tuesday, I believed that he should go 
due to a whole collection of reasons and if 
proof was ever needed that he was not the 
motivator to lift his team, then there was 
nothing more evident than the sight of his 
permanently laid back position in the dug-
out that night.  

Our lowest league crowd for thirteen 
seasons was also proof that our supporters 
had simply had enough by voting with 
their feet.  

Now, with a line drawn underneath 
Jewell’s tenure, the club can use this 
opportunity to start again and must bring 
in a manager with fresh ideas whose 
immediate remit will be to lift the club up 
and away from the relegation places.  

It’s not going to be easy of course and 
will not automatically happen – there is a 
huge mess within the squad to fix, let alone 
the mess of the rest of the club.  

But IF the right man can be brought in 
and lift spirits on the pitch, this would be a 
start to lifting those off it.

My own choice for the next manager 
would be either Mick McCarthy or the 
long-shot that is Harry Redknapp. 

I do understand the calls for an up-and- 
coming young manager, but the club, in my 
opinion, needs an experienced man to grab 
it by the throat and give it the shake-up it 
needs.  

Redknapp would undoubtedly lift the 
whole place whilst McCarthy has experi-
ence of promoting both Sunderland and 
Wolves and if nothing else would hold no 

prisoners and I’m sure would love to succeed 
where Roy Keane failed.

To those who question why anyone would 
want to come to Ipswich at the moment, I 
would argue that it has to be one of the best 
jobs in football management.  

Whatever the failings were for Keane and 
Jewell, they were both backed more than 
once, at times when many other clubs would 
have sacked their man for less.  

Marcus Evans does at least give a tremen-
dous opportunity to succeed. Let’s hope it is 
third time lucky for him and for us all.

The last time Ipswich were bottom of the 
league, was in 2009, coincidentally in 

October and having just played at home to 
Derby too.  

We went on to lose just one match in the 
next ten. Hopefully if and when we climb off 
the bottom again, a similar run can be 
sustained to get away from the relegation 
places altogether. 

The last thing I did on Saturday night 
before going to bed was turn a clock back an 
hour.  

I just wished that I could have turned it 
back over thirty years. Sir Bobby would have 
known how to get us out of this mess.  

McCarthy must be appointed as soon as 
possible!

Some players aren’t fit 
to wear the Town shirt 

 DEspAIr: Ipswich town’s carlos edwards shows his despair following the 3-0 
defeat at the hands of relegation rivals Sheffield Wednesday.

Last week, I asked you if you could name the 
three ‘double-barrelled’ surname players that had 
played for Ipswich before nigel reo-coker’s 
arrival.  

I commented on how such players have yet to 
make a lasting impression at the club and are not 
on the scene for long, hence why reo-coker’s 
deal may only be short-term too.  

I jest of course as who knows, reo-coker may 
be around for a lot longer than three months as 
too may be goalkeeper arran Lee-barrett who in 
appearance terms, has been the most successful 
double-barrelled surname player of the lot.  

Having made his debut at cardiff almost three 
years ago, arran has notched up 42 appearances 
but currently plays third fiddle at the club since 
the arrival of Stephen Henderson.

chris bart-Williams was the first such player to 
play for town, making his debut a little over nine 
years ago in a 4-1 defeat at West brom and went 
on to play in a total of 28 town games.

and the only other double-barrelled surname 
player to appear for town? Step forward none 
other than Vemund brekke-Skard.  

the midfielder was signed by Joe royle 
following a trial at the club. the part-time 
footballer from norway was also a school teacher 
and to say his town career was a failure is a bit 
of an understatement as he managed just three 
appearances in total with his debut coming in a 
2-2 draw at crystal Palace in March 2006. 

Did you get my
question right?
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