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FullerFlavour Blues fan Karl Fuller with his weekly 
take on town from the terraces

twitter: @fullerflavour email: tff25@hotmail.co.uk 

Millwall match will bring 
memories of betting joy
WHAT a fantastic eight days it 

has been for Ipswich Town. 
Two wins and a draw has been 
a real tonic and Saturday’s win 
at Bolton was, I have to say, 

totally unexpected and how Michael Chopra 
loves to end hoodoos by scoring in the last 
minute to add the Reebok hoodoo as he did the 
Watford one in similar fashion earlier in the 
season.

We must do everything we can to sign DJ 
Campbell in January too. He may not quite 
score when he wants as I’m sure he would 
have liked to have tucked the penalty away 
last Tuesday, but his goals have been a major 
factor in getting us out of the bottom three.  

I wrote last week that I feared the worst for 
Town’s game against Nottingham Forest. I 
take great pleasure when I am proved right, 
but even greater pleasure to be wrong on 
occasions such as this. Town were immense! 
It was not a performance that was scintillat-
ing but the fight, passion and will to win that 
has been lacking for so much of the season so 
far, was what carried Town to victory and that 
was all found again at Bolton.  

Let’s continue with a good result when the 

visitors to Portman Road on Saturday are 
Millwall, who always bring memories back of 
a couple of successful bets I’ve had in the past. 
I remember my first visit to the Old Den in our 
Second Division Championship winning 
season of 1991/92. On entering the ground, I 
could not believe seeing Jason Dozzell at 16/1 
to score the first goal as, around that time, he 
was in good scoring form. Town won the game 
3-2 and yours truly made a nice little profit 
thanks to Dozzell’s opening goal.

Ten years ago, my wife Pegga and I were 
celebrating our first Christmas and New Year 
together as a married couple by watching 
Ipswich at Leicester on Boxing Day and I was 
moaning when Town were a goal down only 
for Pegga to tell me that all would be ok as we 
would go on to win.  

After equalising, Darren Ambrose netted a 
late winner and it was smiles all round. It had 
me thinking how a woman who knew nothing 
about football could foresee a 2-1 win and with 
the next game at home two days later against 
Walsall, I asked what the score would be.

She predicted 3-2 and I thought that it was 
too fanciful to put any money on but Town 
duly won 3-2. I really was wondering if she 

had physic powers and next game was 
Millwall at Portman Road on New Year’s Day 
2003 and on asking again, I vowed to put 
money on whatever she said. Pegga looked 
into the eye of her mind and predicted 4-1. I 
could not see two games at home in the space 
of five days with five goals in each but went 
with it all the same, along with my usual first 
scorer bet on Tommy Miller who was 14/1 to 
score first with Town to win 4-1 priced at 
28/1.

At half-time, the score was 0-0 and I felt that 
her luck had run out. However, Miller was to 
score first from the penalty spot on 57 minutes 
and I was already quids in. Millwall equalised 
but Town went back in front through 
Jermaine Wright. With 15 minutes to go, her 
prediction still did not look on. However, once 
Marcus Bent added a third on 79, I just felt 
that it was going to happen and Miller added 
his second and Town’s fourth three minutes 
from time to seal the 4-1 and an amazing third 
straight prediction in a row from Pegga.  

Her luck ran out the next game as she 
predicted a 5-0 win over Morecambe in the FA 
Cup. Even so, the score was 4-0 and she was 
not far wrong.  

celeBration: Michael chopra is mobbed by team-mates celebrating his late winning goal at bolton. Picture: paGepiX ltD

We’ll never see 
another player 
like John Wark
I HaVe enjoyed Mick Mills’ punditry on radio 
Suffolk this season and he is clearly a man 
who knows what he is talking about. being at 
most games, I don’t get to hear his summaris-
ing during games but on the post-match 
phone-ins, he comes across with valid points 
and will put the meat on the bones of 
opinions offered by callers. It does make you 
wonder if there should be a role at the club for 
Mills in either a coaching capacity or any other 
for that matter.  
another great ex-player who does have a role 
at the club is John Wark who Mills quoted on 
air recently that Wark had said he felt that he 
could still play at times. That would not 
surprise me. a few years back, I ran a Sunday 
League side and it was our 30th anniversary 
and Kevin beattie kindly brought his Sunday 
side Sophtlogic down to clacton for our 
anniversary game which included Wark as a 
striker.
In one attack, I was defending in the left-back 
position on the edge of the six-yard box and 
when the cross came over, I saw that the 
nearest opposing player was Wark who was 
not even in the box. With all the time in the 
world to steady myself to head clear, the next 
thing I knew was the ball was in the back of 
the net and Wark had scored another 
trademark goal.  
yes, it was at the lowest level that Wark had 
probably ever played and I was Karlos Fuller, 
not carlos edwards, but the type of player 
Wark was is very rare in today’s game in 
general, let alone at Ipswich where we’ll 
probably never see a 30-goal-a-season 
midfielder again.

WITH Town playing at bolton on Saturday, I 
recalled to a friend how it reminded me of 
that epic play-off semi-final at Portman road 
back in 2000. I tailed the story off with how 
we Town fans were on the pitch after the 
game celebrating victory and concluded that 
was a rare time in the last 15 years or so that I 
got to tread on the hallowed turf.  
My friend, Trevor drake from essex, told of a 
time when he was on the pitch too. I 
questioned how this was so being a Liverpool 
fan and in February 1973, he watched Town 
beat Manchester United 4-1 and a few 
scallywags ran on the pitch afterwards 
including Trevor whose aim was to give 
bobby charlton a pat on the back.  
as he caught up with his england hero, 
charlton was frantically fending people off 
when he then gave Trevor what has since 
been a wonderful ‘claim to fame’ as he 
caught the full force of an elbow to the side 
of the head from charlton knocking him clean 
out – accidentally of course!
I suggested that charlton, being a true 
Manchester United man, must have smelt 
that Trevor was a Liverpool fan and we all 
know of their love for one another!  

Fan trevor’s tale 
of Bobby’s elbow


