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FullerFlavour Blues fan Karl Fuller with his weekly 
take on town from the terraces

twitter: @fullerflavour email: tff25@hotmail.co.uk 

Does DJ score 
when he wants?
I THInK many Town fans could have been 
forgiven for not expecting too much from 
our boxing day trip to charlton. 
not for any other reason than for our 
previous results in the capital on this day I 
should add. 
Prior to Wednesday’s game, Town had 
played away to a London club on 11 
occasions on boxing day and had just one 
solitary win for their efforts which 
coincidentally was also a 2-1 victory - at 
West Ham in 2003.
other than that one win, there had been seven 
defeats and three draws with six of those 
defeats coming in the first six matches played 
in the Smoke stretching from 1950 to 1988.  
We had only scored six goals in those 
eleven games too. So you can see why I 
may have been one of just many fans who 
was not too optimistic, especially after the 
preceding performance against bristol city. 
needless to say, the win was a terrific, 
extra present and I guess if we are going to 
win in London on boxing day in future, 
then 2-1 would be a good score to put a 
little bet on.
Well done to the 1,300-plus Town fans in 
attendance too, especially with a severe 
lack of public transport available to get you 
there and one last word of note from this 
game, if dJ campbell really does score 
when he wants, is it fair to say that he did 
not want to score that penalty?

A storming finish to what
looked like a dismal year

So HoW many of you got a new smart-
phone for christmas? 
I guess that those of you that did will have 
a football scores app to keep you updated 
with what’s going on with your other 
‘favourite’ teams or checking out the scores 
of those around Town in the league table 
perhaps.  
you’ll be joining a whole band of others 
that already do this and it’s a far cry from 
back in the day when there was no such 
luxury to keep us all in touch.  
but on days when needing to know the 
score really mattered, you were reliant on 
almost hearsay and with brighton in town 
on Tuesday, it reminds me of such a time at 
the end of the 1988/89 season when I saw 
Ipswich away at the Goldstone Ground on 
the last day.
We had to win and Swindon had to lose in 
order for us to make the play-offs.  
We won 1-0 thanks to an early Mich d’avray 
goal and after the final whistle we were 
wondering what happened at Swindon. 
Without a mobile phone or radio in sight, 
someone then shouted out that Swindon 
had lost and we all believed him and got 
on the train home spending the rest of the 
evening thinking that we had made the 
play-offs.  
They hadn’t – Swindon had won and our 
promotion dreams were over for another 
season. can you imagine not having the 
means of finding out what’s going on 
elsewhere today?

results business 
is big business

TWO AWAY wins to end 2012 has seen 
a storming finish to a year that 
promised to end even more dismally 
than 2011 but has ultimately deliv-
ered hope to all Town fans for an 

optimistic 2013.  
Saturday’s win over Wolves took us above 

Sheffield United into second place for the most 
points gained in the second tier of the game,  
post-Premier League commencement, with 
1,089 points. Only Wolves coincidentally have 
more (1165). 

Looking back to the start of 2012, the 5-1 
hammering of West Ham at the end of January 
kick-started a mini run of four consecutive 
victories which ultimately saw us climb to no 
higher than 16th place, given the poor form 
preceding that run.  

After a 3-0 defeat at Brighton (to be avenged 
of course tomorrow), another unbeaten run of 
five matches saw us reach the lofty heights of 
14th and that’s as good as it got to end the 
season and first half of 2012 in another 
disappointing 15th place.

The first game of the current season saw an 
encouraging draw against Blackburn before a 
first win in 327 years against Watford saw the 
first of what is becoming now known as the 

season of hoodoo ending.  
Paul Jewell must have thought that things 

were finally coming together before a big loss 
at Blackpool was followed by a League Cup 
defeat at Carlisle. Town won no further games 
at all by the time he left the club in the last 
week of October.  

Bottom of the league with just seven points 
and a goal difference of -13 had many of us 
thinking that relegation was on the cards for 
certain. Until, of course, Magic Mick 
McCarthy stepped into the hot-seat. 

He has proved this to be the right man for 
the job.

McCarthy’s arrival at the start of November 
led to some encouraging wins and a much-
needed boost to what was virtually the same 
group of players used by Jewell before him. 
Some have said to me that they feel sorry for 
Jewell as the same players obviously let him 
down if they can do it for McCarthy. 

But I liken it to a stuttering car that in my 
hands should run smoothly but for some 
reason or other is failing to do so.

Put in the hands of a decent mechanic, he 
soon has it firing on all cylinders.

The first game up for the Irishman and what 
better way to get his Town career up and 

running with our first win at Birmingham 
since 1986.

A first home win of the season a week later 
over Burnley was horribly sandwiched 
between devastating defeats to Crystal Palace 
and Leicester. Dare I say it, but hopefully those 
type of defeats, that were all too common, may 
now just be a thing of the past.  

We won against Forest which has been a rare 
sight in recent years, had our first-ever win at 
the Reebok, Bolton and won for the first time 
in 20 years at Wolves to supplement a fine win 
at Charlton on Boxing Day.  

So 2012 did see one less win altogether in the 
league than in 2011, but with three less defeats 
and four less goals conceded, there has been 
the smallest bit of improvement.  

Looking at the projection for 2013s results,  
based on the performances and results alone in 
just the last two months of 2012, offers exciting 
times and we can now look forward to Town 
games with a degree of excitement – something 
that was not the case just a short while ago.

Incidentally, a win over Brighton to open 
2013 with would be our 300th league win in the 
second tier of the game since that commence-
ment of the Premier League.     

Happy New Year to you all!
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