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FullerFlavour Blues fan Karl Fuller with his weekly 
take on town from the terraces

twitter: @fullerflavour email: tff25@hotmail.co.uk 

“

‘the badge man’ is 
haven for collectors
IF you have ever bought 
a piece of merchandise 
at Portman road and it 
has not been from the 
club shop, then the 
chances are that you 
have stumbled across 
the ‘badge man’, who is 
alan Giannotti – his stall 
is on the corner of Sir alf 
ramsey Way and is a 
haven for football badge 
collectors.

What you may not know is that alan is well and 
truly etched into the match day experience at the 
road having been in his position for many years!  

I caught up with alan to find out how it all 
started and what has kept him going.

“My brother-in-law was in the business before 
me and had a team of guys that worked for him,” 
he said.  

“during the 1969/70 season, one of the guys 
was sick one day and I stepped into his place and 
not looked back since.  

“I really enjoy the job as not only is it about 
selling but it’s the football conversations I get to 
have with Ipswich supporters.

“I still play the game myself for Southend vets 
so have a lot to say and enjoy the diversity of the 
topics we talk about.”

The early days were much different to now in 
terms of what the 64 year-old sells.  

He recalled: “We used to sell rosettes, silk 
scarves and de-call badges where you had to 
stick a centre piece in yourself.  

“a few years later it was a printed scarf before 
that was finally replaced by the lacquered scarf 
you see me sell today.  

“I don’t tread on the clubs’ toes though as 
you’ll never see me selling anything with the club 
badge on.  

“They do the official stuff and I am licensed to 
do what I do, keeping in with my own unique 
way.  

“I design a few of the badges myself and some 
badges I see I put in a request for a similar design 
to be made in the name of Ipswich.”

It’s a new start for us 
all. We as supporters 
need to get behind the 
players, let’s draw a line 
under the abuse and 
arguments.  

Finally!  What a fantastic feeling  
at 5pm on Saturday to revel in the 
glorious feeling of ipswich Town 
wining a game of football for the 
first time on a Saturday this 

season, the first time since august and  
for the first time at Birmingham since  
1986.  

The win did not lift us off the bottom but 
in drawing ourselves closer to the pack 
above us, it was like receiving a massive 
cheque – cash that in against Crystal Palace 
and Burnley and our season can finally get 
going.

in last week’s column, i ended with the 
words “McCarthy must be appointed as 
soon as possible!”  Thankfully my demands 
were met within three days and not only 
have i got what i wanted, or what many of 
you seemingly wanted, but what the club 
badly needed.  

it is a huge endorsement of Mick 
McCarthy that just about whoever has had 
something to say about him in the past few 
days, has had nothing but good words for 
him.  

i have visited a Wolves Supporters 
website and if i read 100 different comments 
on their forum about him, about 98 were 
positive.  

Players that have served under him have 
said encouraging words too.  

So whilst a strict disciplinarian, 
McCarthy is also a man that can and does 
get the best out of his players and i am 

looking forward to him rising to the chal-
lenge in the coming weeks and months ahead 
– welcome to iTFC Mick.

i had a feeling back in august that 
McCarthy would end up at Town.  Why?  
Because of one word that i fervently always 
believe in – fate!  

Three weeks into the month, i took a short 
family break in london and on the Tuesday, 
after watching the Changing of the Guard at 
Buckingham Palace, we had a stroll through 
Green Park.  

a couple of days later, my friend Don, who 
had long before moved to ‘The Smoke’, rang 
me to say that he had been on a run in Green 
Park the day before and we spoke about how 
we’d both been there in the space of three 
days.

He then went on to say that another person 
of note was taking a walk there on the day of 
his run and Don couldn’t but help to stop to 
give his best wishes to none other than Mick 
McCarthy in finding his next job.  

Don briefly said how he had enjoyed his 
punditry and was sure he’d be back in manage-
ment soon and McCarthy went as far as asking 
when he thought that would be.  

Don said October, pointing out that was 
when jobs became available and with Don 
answering Mick’s question of who he supported 
with ipswich, i reckoned that a seed had been 
planted in fate bringing McCarthy to the 
Tractor Boys.  

Town fans that i have personally spoken to 
are very happy with Thursday’s news and i was 
back in touch with Darts player Kevin Painter 
who also gave his thumbs up.  

He said: “The whole place needed a shake up 
and as Mick is such a massive character, he 
was the right man to appoint.  

“When Paul Jewell left, there were a fair few 
names on the list of possible replacements and 
my favourite was McCarthy.  

“He got Sunderland and Wolves up and has 
proved that he has done it in the 
Championship. i know that he has been well 
sought after and is a good and honest man.”

Painter also called for a fresh start for fans 
and players alike to pull together to get the 
team out of the mess they are currently in.  

“it’s a new start for us all. We as supporters 
need to get behind the players, let’s draw a line 
under the abuse and arguments.  

“Players will defend themselves when they 
get stick but we all now need to move forward. 
We’ve only had a quarter of the season, so 
plenty of time to get the results and move up 
the table.”

That winning feeling
is back with the Blues

the wait is over: Town fans’ ecstatic reaction to the final whistle, as Ipswich hold on for all three points at birmingham

Today is, of course, november 5 – fireworks day 
– but over the years there has been very little 
from Town by way of roaring displays or 
explosives of their own on the pitch.

Since turning professional back in 1938, Ipswich 
have played 12 matches on this day and only 
won three times, the last being seven years ago 
– a 3-1 win over Plymouth.  

I recall 1-0 home defeats to Leeds in ’88 and 
Sunderland in ’91 and then of course the 3-2 
defeat to doncaster last season that was more 
about the sparkling reception our fans afforded 
billy Sharp.

Probably the most notable game of all came in 
1966 when Town rocketed to the top of the old 
Second division after beating northampton 6-1 
helped by a Frank brogan hat-trick that brought 
ooh’s and aah’s from the Portman road crowd. 

This was Frank’s second hat-trick for the club 
and he obviously loved this time of the year as 
his first came almost two years to the day earlier 
(7 november 1964) in an emphatic 7-0 win over 
Portsmouth.

town not always 
that explosive!
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