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FullerFlavour Blues fan Karl Fuller with his weekly 
take on town from the terraces

twitter: @fullerflavour email: tff25@hotmail.co.uk 

Darts star Kevin looks
like losing annual bet
LET’S start with the positives from 

Saturday’s game against Cardiff. 
The first-half was okay and DJ 
Campbell proved he can be a handy 
addition for us in front of goal.  

On the negative side, why did Town stop 
playing after an hour, easing up on the tempo 
of their first period display and invite 
pressure on themselves? Two awful goals 
were given away and although I still think 
stability is the key to turning the club 
around, I also feel that I am trying to defend a 
situation that is rapidly becoming a lost 
cause.

The situation that Paul Jewell has been in 
this week is a ‘needs must’ one and there are 
no doubts that the squad needed to be 
strengthened. But what the long-term health 
of the first-team squad can be in with so 
many loanees now is frightening. And the 
way in which they are stacking up in one area 
proves they are not working!

We got Massimo  Luongo on loan, he lost 
his place to Guirane N’Daw who joined on 
loan who in turn lost his place on Saturday to 
Richie Wellens – another loanee. With due 
respect to Wellens as a man and player, if he 
is here purely to benefit Leicester City, a rival 
club within our own league, then what is the 

point? I will support him of course while he is 
in a Town shirt. 

I know many of you share the same 
frustrations and I welcome your comments 
and thoughts and one fan I caught up with 
last week who is equally concerned was darts 
player Kevin Painter. ‘The Artist’ has been a 
Town fan for almost 40 years since he was 
eight-years-old. 

His first game at Portman Road was in 
early December 1978 as Kevin explained how 
he fell in love with Town:

“I lived in Tiptree until I was nearly 30 and 
at a young age I would be taken to games on a 
regular basis. As Ipswich was only up the 
A12, it was easy enough to get to games. Once 
I was old enough to go on my own, I would 
travel on the train with my mates from 
Kelvedon.”

Nowadays, Kevin’s attendance at games is 
more sporadic due to his darts commitments 
and the only game he has been to thus far this 
season was not exactly the best!

“I am still a season ticket holder now, but 
more out of loyalty to the club as I cannot get 
to as many games as I would like. I have yet to 
go to a game at Portman Road this season and 
the only game I have been to is Blackpool 
away and we lost that 6-0. The midweek away 

games are better for me, especially around 
the Midlands area where I am currently 
living,” said Kevin.

As for football banter on the darts circuit, 
Kevin said that there was not much to be 
found: “The only banter is with Steve Brown 
and Mark Dudbridge who are both from 
Bristol and are City fans. I have a £50 bet with 
them each season that Town will finish above 
them but that’s not looking good at the 
moment.”

Like most Town fans, Kevin is also 
concerned with problems at the club: “I don’t 
know the ins and outs at the club but I have 
mates that go and keep me informed as much 
as possible and they say how low on confi-
dence we appear to be. As soon as we let a 
goal in there is panic. We need to keep clean 
sheets and start scoring more. But I am ever 
the optimist. I thought that we would reach 
the play-offs last year and thought we would 
be alright again this year.

“I don’t blame everything on Paul Jewell 
though. It is up to the lads once they are on 
the pitch and I really don’t think that we are 
too far away. However, we do need to take a 
gamble more in the transfer market to give 
ourselves an edge that is lacking at the 
minute.”

poor deFending: cardiff city’s Heidar Helguson (no. 22) heads in the winning goal at Portman road on Saturday  Picture: Ashley picKering

Fanzine shows
concern of fans
beInG an Ipswich fan these 
days is anything but easy. I 
started this season believing 
that there was very little 
evidence of either short or 
long-term plans in place and 
I currently fear that the club 
is just ambling through day 
by day from one contradic-
tion to another. thankfully, a 
group of Ipswich town fans 
have produced a fanzine called turnstile blues, 
above right, in a bid to raise the concerns that 
many of us share. they are not a formal group, 
nor are they connected with any official 
supporters’ organisation. 
the editor of the fanzine, Susan Gardiner, said: 
“turnstile blues uses humour and personal 
insights from town fans to tell a story about what 
it means to be an Ipswich supporter, and raises 
concerns about the way that the club is currently 
being run. We hope it will be an encouraging 
reminder to town fans about why we all fell in 
love with the club in the first place – and trigger 
some debate about the current situation.”
among those involved with the group are former 
ItFc fanzine editors alasdair ross (dribble!) and 
Gavin barber (those Were the days). the latter 
said: “the idea of doing a fanzine came about 
because we wanted to do something slightly 
different from the current norm.  
“there aren’t many print fanzines available these 
days so we hope that by producing a print 
edition, and standing outside Portman road 
selling it that we’ll attract people’s attention and 
hopefully, by reading the fanzine, they’ll have 
some food for thought.”
Intended to be a one-off publication, the fanzine 
was sold outside Pr before the cardiff game on 
Saturday and will be available soon to download 
from www.turnstile-blues.co.uk free of charge but 
with a request of a charitable donation with a link 
to do this on the website.
I understand that just prior to Saturday’s kick-off, 
nearly all copies had sold out with a few available 
to buy via mail order (for £2.00 including p&p) 
from: a ross, 58 Lonsdale close, Ipswich, IP4 4Hd. 
cheques made payable to a ross.
a great publication and let’s hope it can also be 
read and heard by those that matter at ‘our’ club.

I receIVed an e-mail 
from London-based 
season-ticket holder and 
town supporter of over 
35 years don Welsh who 
has just returned from a 
Holiday in Zante.
He forwarded me a 

photo of the Zante branch of the olympiakos 
Supporters’ club, above, and it showed to be a 
very unusual HQ used by the supporters of the 
Greek club! the ground floor of the two-storey 
building is a fruit and vegetable shop, while the 
first floor is where the meeting room and offices 
are situated.
don said that he could not imagine getting such 
planning permission for a similar facade for an 
Ipswich town Supporters’ club HQ over here and 
furthermore, the olympiakos fans that he spoke 
to also remembered town from the glory days 
and held us in high regards. thanks don and a 
very unusual place for a Supporters club location 
indeed.

greek club boast
unusual fans’ hQ


