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FullerFlavour Blues fan Karl Fuller with his weekly 
take on Town from the terraces

twitter: @fullerflavour email: tff25@hotmail.co.uk 

New boss Mick has turned 
Town’s home form around
I WAS really pleased for 

Michael Chopra on Saturday 
when he netted another 
winning goal with what has 
to be said, the type of finish 

that showed he is the best finisher 
at the club.

I am only interested in Chopra 
the footballer, not the one off the 
pitch, and as long as he gives his 
all for the shirt, I’ll be supporting 
him in return and hoping for a few 
more goals like Saturday’s 
winner. 

Blackpool were not a bad side, to 
be honest, but offered little as a 
scoring threat and thankfully, 
their set-piece deliveries were not 
great. I was grateful though for 
that superb take by Stephen 
Henderson in the dying embers of 
Saturday’s game to help seal a 
precious three points.  

Chopra received some expected 
boos when he came on as a 
substitute for Anthony 
Wordsworth but his goal was the 
one piece of magic during the 

entire game that deserved to win 
the points. After this victory, 
there is an interesting asymmetri-
cal look about comparing our nine 
home games since Mick McCarthy 
came to the club, to the last nine 
under Paul Jewell’s reign.  

Both saw three draws apiece, 
but while Jewell only had one win 
to celebrate (against Bristol 
Rovers in the League Cup) and 
five defeats, McCarthy has seen 
one defeat and five wins. Jewell 
saw 16 goals conceded in those 
games, McCarthy has reduced this 
by 50% to eight while scoring six 
more in the process. And while 
Jewell saw just three points out of 
a possible 24 gained, McCarthy 
has been rewarded with 18 out of a 
possible 27. Three more tomorrow 
night will be the perfect way to 
round off these two home games in 
four days. 

European action returned last 
week and it had me thinking that I 
wished that Town’s great 
European nights were now rather 

than yesteryear. I was only nine 
years-old in the 1980/81 season 
and remember very little about 
the run that led us to UEFA Cup 
glory.  

Sadly, there has never been 
much footage on TV since and 
those of us so young are left 
relying on DVDs such as the Boys 
of 81’ or those superb books, 
1980/81-Ipswich Town’s Greatest 
Ever Season or Champions in 
Europe to remind us how exactly 
England’s smallest club to win a 
European title achieved such 
success.

As some clubs started to battle 
for a place in the quarter-finals of 
the Champions League and we had 
the star-billed tie of Real Madrid v 
Manchester United to watch, I 
recalled more of our own quarter-
final tie, in another epic billing of 
when we travelled to Saint 
Etienne to achieve what many rate 
as one of the best victories by an 
English club in Europe.  

The hosts had star names such 

as Johnny Rep and Michel Platini 
in their line-up and even took the 
lead before Town hit back to win 4-
1. It was only the third time in 31 
home games that ‘Les Verts’ had 
been beaten in their own stadium 
and the French Newspaper 
L’Equipe said “This was a defeat 
on all fronts. Saint Etienne were 
completely outclassed.....Ipswich 
were better organised and 
complete in all aspects of the 
game.”

I remember seeing on the DVD 
that the legend that is Sir Bobby 
Robson feared the worst when the 
draw was made. Yet Eric Gates 
said it was the perfect draw as, 
should Town go on to beat Saint 
Etienne, it would pave a clearer 
way to winning the trophy – he 
was proved right. As was The 
French side’s trainer Robert 
Herbin who said: “After I had 
watched Ipswich recently (on a 
scouting mission), I said we had 
no chance of winning. That’s the 
way it turned out.” 

Watford pose a 
difficult task
THE visit of Watford tomorrow night 
brings back the awful reminder of that 
winless sequence against the Hornets that 
stretched 15 matches from March 2004 to 
August 2012 where the run included 12 
defeats. Back in late August, Michael 
Chopra’s last-minute winner brought an 
end to that run and on the back of a 1-1 
opening day draw with Blackburn, it had 
given us a start to the season that we 
could only have dreamt of beforehand. It 
seems such a long time ago now....

That win was long overdue and there 
were some real horrors among those 15 
games – as there have been too in the past 
before that, most notably after the last 
time we had won 1-0 at Vicarage Road 
prior to this season.  

This was in March 1992 when bizarrely, 
we played Watford just ten days later at 
Portman Road and lost 2-1 as we tried our 
best to slip up in what ultimately was our 
Second Division title-winning season.   

Another identical result tomorrow 
night would not be welcome as it could 
send us back towards the bottom three 
and undo the result over Blackpool. But I 
fear a difficult task ahead and would 
settle for a point out of this game right 
now. 

Group fanatical 
about Ipswich
I WAS contacted last week by a new 
Ipswich supporters’ group who have 
set up a Facebook page named the 
‘Ipswich Fanatics’.  I am all for a new 
group to try and be original and get 
some fresh atmosphere going at 
Portman Road as the place has 
certainly been rather deficient in this 
area too often in recent years.

The group are very much in their 
infancy but growing all the time and 
the founder member of the group, who 
wished to remain anonymous, went on 
to explain the reasoning in the idea of 
its creation.

“I am a season ticket holder, a very 
passionate supporter and feel that 
after several seasons of negativity on 
and off the pitch, our group could 
really help in bringing many Blues 
fans together. We are looking to 
gather with as many like-minded 
Blues fans to make something unique 
on matchdays. We would like to grow 
with as many fans as possible to try 
and bring something positive and 
inspiring to our matchday experience.

“We are not connected to any past 
supporter movement or name, we are 
non-violent, open to all and to help 
with the atmosphere, we want to be 
loud and heard inside and outside the 
stadium. We are planning on having a 
visual impact too – ie a couple of flags, 
plenty of scarves and maybe even a 
drum or trumpet or two.”  

Check out their Facebook page and 
let’s hope that they can bring some-
thing new to the table for us all to 
enjoy on matchdays. 

The answer to my question last week 
about who the first player was to join 
Ipswich directly from Colchester 
having played first –team football for 
the U’s was, of course, Kevin Lisbie.

GREAT IMPROVEMENT: Ipswich Town manager Mick McCarthy, right, and assistant Terry Connor on the sidelines on Saturday. Picture: SARAH LUCY BROWN


