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AT 3.36pm on Saturday 
afternoon, we had one of 
those throwback moments 
that have been awfully 
rare over the years.  

That moment saw an Ipswich 
player wearing the number three 
shirt, sending over a driven corner 
from in front of the tunnel to be met 
by a centre-back powering a header 
into the top corner at the near post.  

On this occasion, it was not Brian 
Gayle sweetly heading home a Neil 
Thompson corner, but Tommy Smith 
was the man meeting Aaron 
Cresswell’s ball with perfection to 
set Town on the way to a well-
deserved win over Middlesbrough.

Following Smith’s second headed 
goal from another corner in the 
second half, I had a wry smile on my 
face coming out of the ground 
thinking of the irony of an Ipswich 

game containing Grant Leadbitter 
and Town scoring from two corners.  

I don’t remember that happening 
too often in the last three years!

The performance on the whole was 
one where every player played his 
part and what we would give now for 
some consistency over the final 
third of the season.  

There were great goals too by the 
way for McGoldrick and McLean.  

Middlesbrough were a poor outfit 
on the day and I guess we were lucky 
to catch them as such and for the 
sake of Tony Mowbray and Mark 
Venus, I hope they can now forget 
that game and go on to better times 
for the rest of the season. 

Transfer deadline day proved to be 
disappointing for Town fans when 
only Stephen Henderson’s return to 
the club on loan was the sole 
incoming player.  

But why do so many people get 
their hopes up on this one day out of 
thirty-one, expecting that showcase 
signing that would supposedly turn 
the season into something spectacu-
lar?  

Don’t get me wrong, I like the 
excitement that new signings bring 
but just because nothing much 
happened on the day, I am not too 
disappointed personally.  

The bigger picture of January as a 
whole showed that Mick McCarthy 
signed a new player on average every 
four days and I’d rather that kind of 
activity than say two players on 
deadline day and nothing for the rest 
of the month.  

Besides, we know that January is 
not really the time to buy and selling 
clubs will inflate prices knowing 
that there is an air of desperation 
about the buying club.  

And if the right player is not out 
there, then why buy anyone for the 
sake of it if who you are looking for 
is not available at the moment?  

Meanwhile, I recently dug out a 
videotape of Town goals recorded 
back in the late 80’s and early 90’s 
including at the end of the 1987/88 
season when Dalian Atkinson scored 
a hat-trick in what was undoubtedly 
his champagne moment in a Town 
shirt as we cruised to another 4-0 
win over Middlesbrough (spookily, I 
wrote this particular part of the 
column before Saturday’s game).  

Trying to understand the charac-
ter of the enigmatic Atkinson was 
pretty much impossible.  

He had the traits of Mario 
Balotelli, Ronnie O’Sullivan and 
Kevin Pietersen all rolled into one.  

He could really have been 
anything he wanted to be and on his 

day, was one of the best finishers in 
the English game.  

When it wasn’t his day, he was 
lucky to even take to the field of play.  

He would often score goals from 
distance and was certainly one to lift 
the crowd’s levels of anticipation 
once he got on the ball in and around 
the edge of the area.

He left Town for a paltry fee of 
around £450,000 when he signed for 
Sheffield Wednesday and a mercu-
rial Town talent was lost forever.  

He also became the first visiting 
player to score at Portman Road in 
the Premier League when he netted 
for Aston Villa in an opening day 1-1 
draw. 

 Please note that my columns are 
now available each week at my web-
site: www.thefullerflavour.co.uk 
where you will find all my previous 
columns too.

A blast from the past 
as Blues batter Boro
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A Town anniversary
TODAY marks the 29th anniversary of Jason 
Dozzell becoming the top-flight’s youngest ever 
goalscorer. It was in the old First Division when 
aged 16 years and 57 days, Dozzell scored in a 3-1 
home win over Coventry City after coming off the 
bench during Bobby Ferguson’s reign as manager 
in the 1983/84 season.  

Now kids, don’t believe dad when he tells you 
that the youngest scorer record belongs to James 
Vaughan when he scored for Everton to become 
the youngest Premier League scorer.  

He was older than Dozzell was and as football 
believe it or not was around pre-Premier League, 
the overall top-flight record still remains with 
Dozzell.

A good friend was telling me a few days ago 
how well Dozzell’s son Andre is performing in 
Town’s Academy, currently in the Under 15’s age 
group and some big things are starting to be pre-
dicted of him.  

Dad Jason was once quoted as saying: “Andre’s 
the complete opposite to me. He’s as fit as any-
one, makes a tackle and runs around the pitch!  

“He’s a striker and he’s doing really well and 
should get to some level of the game, but what 
that level will be I’m not yet quite sure.”  

Town fans would love to see another Dozzell 
wearing the shirt in future I’m sure and whilst 
Andre may be a striker, Town’s midfield could cer-
tainly use someone of Dozzell senior’s stature in 
the middle of the park who could not only dictate 
play, but also knew where the goal was.

BLUES THRASH BORO: 
Tommy Smith celebrates 
after scoring Ipswich’s first 
goal against Middlesbrough 
at Portman Road.
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