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FullerFlavour Blues fan Karl Fuller with his weekly 
take on Town from the terraces

twitter: @fullerflavour email: tff25@hotmail.co.uk 

“

Stewards show
inconsistency
I READ the story of Town shareholder 
Martin Hogg being quizzed and detained 
under the provisions of the Terrorism Act 
for taking photographs of his 14-year-old son 
who is a ball boy at Portman Road and 
mistakenly accused of taking photos of the 
stadium structures.  

The man deserves a medal for buying five 
season tickets – not being interrogated! It’s 
not the fault of the stewards involved as they 
generally work to the directives issued from 
above. This, though, compounds my own 
frustration of the inconsistencies of some of 
the stewards in area five of the lower tier of 
the Sir Bobby Robson Stand.  

I sit in row B and I get fed up with them 
making those of us in rows A, B, C and D sit 
down and then not bothering with anyone 
else. A friend protested the inconsistency of 
this so much last season that it put him off 
renewing his ticket again after 18 years of 
being a season-ticket holder.  

We’re happy to sit and know we have to sit 
as part of ground regulations. But to have a 
steward requesting a few of us to sit down 
and then returning to their position to stand 
with standing supporters for a laugh does, 
in fact, annoy some people and like I said, it 
is very inconsistent. Surely every person 
should be made to sit to adhere to regula-
tions and stewards should not pick and 
choose who they would like to see sitting? 

It’s a measure of how far 
we’ve come and how  
difficult we are to beat 
when nine men can almost 
keep out a decent team and 
only lose to a bad bit of luck

A POINT at Peterborough on 
Saturday at least stopped them 
gaining ground on us if nothing 
else and yet another clean sheet 
showed our resilience in being 

hard to beat remains despite a number of 
changes to our starting line-up.  

That’s three clean sheets in four games 
and a point ahead of where I expected to be 
after the first three games of my final 12-
game predictions last week. It’s positivity 
all the way!

Last Tuesday night’s defeat at 
Nottingham Forest was much harder to 
take than just about any defeat inflicted 
upon us beforehand during this season – 
even those 6-0 defeats at Blackpool and 
Leicester as well as the 5-0 one at Crystal 
Palace were less bitter pills to swallow.

Town fans and Mick McCarthy had 
every right to be immensely proud in the 
face of adversity as what is a very good 
Forest side could not break a resilient ten 
men for over half the game. It then took a 
deflected effort to win the game against 
nine men that McCarthy of course 
described as ‘spawny’.  

It’s a measure of how far we’ve come and 
how difficult we are to beat when nine men 
can almost keep out a decent team and 
only lose to a bad bit of luck. As for the 
sending-offs which may or may not have 
ultimately cost us the game, my thought 
process of these decisions took me straight 

back to Nigel Pearson after the Leicester 
game just over a week ago.

Pearson was upset with a couple of things 
that he thought had cost his side the game. I 
would argue that given the number of games 
he has either played in or managed, Pearson 
would have been part of winning teams where 
incidents have gone in his sides’ favour.  

We’ve all been to enough games to know 
that these things can go for you as well as 
against you and the Foxes manager, in my 
opinion, should have looked to Harry Kane 
and his miss rather than laying blame for 
defeat elsewhere.

It was the same at Forest too. Lee Martin 
deserved to go as much as many players have 
been deservedly sent-off against us in the 
past. I have sympathy with him being 
frustrated at being fouled for a penalty but 
only winning a free-kick and then having a 
knee in the back and being stamped on would 
break most men.  

He should, however, have remained profes-
sional in not retaliating and raising a hand to 
Henri Lansbury. Did Richard Stearman 
deserve to be sent-off too? Probably not, but 
again I can remember players being sent-off 
against us in the past that were harshly done 
by.  

So whilst on the night it was really frustrat-
ing and things could have turned out differ-
ently, we should take the positives out of the 
game, realise the magnitude of the achieve-
ment in defeat and remember that when Forest 
came to Portman Road a good side earlier in 
the season, we were in a perilous position in 
the league table and made them look very 
ordinary, beating 11 of their players with an 
excellent performance.  

If they’re happy to win against a side still in 
a relegation battle with nine men with a 
deflected effort, then good luck to them and 
having watched more six-nations rugby at the 
weekend, it’s a good job Andy Reid is not a 
rugby player as he’d never get up again from 
one of their tackles!   

So after that courageous defeat at Forest and 
then a precious point at Peterborough, it’s onto 
Bolton next at Portman Road and having won 2-
1 at their place in December we must avoid 
what happened the last time we won 2-1 at 
Bolton which coincidentally was also in the 
month of December in 1996, when we lost the 
home fixture 1-0 on 15 March 1997 – just a day 
out from being exactly 16 years to the day when 
we meet this Saturday. 

Some decisions go for
you and some against!

HOKEY COKEY: You put your right arm in. Mick McCarthy, left and Terry Connor are perfectly synchronised as they direct their players at Peterborough.

ON THE day that Paul Jewell left Ipswich 
Town, I got in quickly on Mick McCarthy to 
be the next manager at odds of 12/1.  Sadly, I 
only had one of the Queen’s finest pounds on 
it though. I can’t say that I had any knowl-
edge that he would be installed as manager 
other than a gut feeling.

When the odds started to drop and it was 
looking more likely that he would be 
appointed, I then started to hear of serious 
interest from Crystal Palace, even to the 
point that he was definitely going to replace 
Dougie Freedman. Who knows, maybe if Ian 
Holloway had not have had Blackpool’s 
permission to speak to Palace, then 
McCarthy may have gone to Selhurst Park 
instead.  I was certainly worried by the 
rumours though and I’m glad that I did not 
know then what I know now.

McCarthy’s daughter Anna is the 
conference and events manager at Crystal 
Palace’s Conference & Banquet Centre and 
McCarthy still has a home in not too far 
away Bromley. 

During his early days as Republic of 
Ireland manager, McCarthy also helped 
local Sunday side Cudham United near 
Bromley on Sunday mornings by playing as 
centre-back occasionally. So he is very much 
a man of that area and the Palace job would 
probably have been perfect for him.  

It just proves though in football that two 
and two do not always make four and 
thankfully there was enough of a lure to 
entice him into the Ipswich managerial hot 
seat. 

Two and two don’t
always make four
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