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FullerFlavour Blues fan Karl Fuller with his weekly 
take on Town from the terraces

twitter: @fullerflavour email: tff25@hotmail.co.uk 

THEY may be nervy affairs during 
the games, but I absolutely love 
these Saturday afternoon 1-0 wins 
at Portman Road.  

That’s three in a row now and 
each have been owed to an individual piece 
of magic to win the games with Jay 
Emmanuel-Thomas cleverly  setting up 
Carlos Edwards for the win over Bolton.  

Collective magic too in fact, from the solid 
performances of our defence recently.  

Mick McCarthy must love the Saturday 
home games too. He has been in charge of 
nine now and seen six wins and three draws 
with fifteen goals scored and just four 
conceded, the last of which came two months 
ago.  

Bolton have become the first side Town 
have doubled this season, both wins coming 
courtesy of very late winners.  

And with the other sides around us 
continuing to win, who know how priceless 
this latest win may prove to be?

As I am part Catalonian thanks to my late 
Spanish grandfather, I of course have a great 
interest in FC Barcelona and thoroughly 

enjoyed their 4-0 victory over AC Milan last 
week.  

Having to overcome Milan’s handy two-
goal first-leg lead was an achievement in 
itself, but the manner in which they did so 
proved that Barcelona are back to their  
imperial best.  

What the comeback also reminded me of 
was when they overcame a 3-0 first-leg loss 
inflicted on them by Ipswich back in 1977.

I caught up with Ipswich celebrity, Radio 
Suffolk’s Bob Shelley, who had a tale or three 
to recall of the trip to the Nou Camp which 
obviously started in high spirits for him and 
his travelling party which included Charlie 
Manning, best known for his amusement 
arcades in Felixstowe, Ipswich property man 
Ken Bean and Horace Chilvers.  

“We flew over to Barcelona expecting 
Town’s progress through to the next round to 
be a formality after the 3-0 win at Portman 
Road. We were going to enjoy the occasion 
and spend a few days in Spain and take in a 
game of golf too,” said Bob.

When I was a lad, I spent a few consecutive 
years going to Spain where I would also meet 
members of my Spanish side of the family 

and found that not only did Bob and his 
friends stay in the same resort as me but the 
same hotel too as Bob explained.

“It was out of the holiday season when we 
went there and we could not find anywhere 
to stay in Barcelona so we ended up in Lloret 
De Mar and we stayed at the Hotel Acapulco.  

“It was ok, didn’t offer much, but it did the 
job for our trip.”   

Despite the high spirits and expectancy of 
a good evening, it did not all go to plan come 
game time. “There were some Spanish kids 
hiding behind pillars etc in the ground and 
we were ambushed by them with pea 
shooters!” Bob recalled. 

“Then, of course, Barcelona came back at 
us with three goals, two of them scored by 
Johan Cruyff, before we eventually lost 3-1 
on penalties.”

Bob added: “We were totally bemused and 
devastated in the end to lose on penalties and 
it put a real dampener on the trip.

“If it wasn’t for a good meal on the way 
back to the hotel and the locals from there on 
looking after us Ipswich fans really well, it 
would have been a really miserable rest of 
the night.”

STILL UNBEATEN AT 
HOME ON SATURDAYS: 
Ipswich Town manager 
Mick McCarthy during 
the Bolton game.
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Weekenders plan a
Burnley celebration
WITH my train ticket now booked for the last 
day of  the season at Burnley, it is with some 
disbelief  that the end of  the season will be 
upon us before we know it.  

This also means that the Supporters Club 
‘Weekender Group’ will be off  on their travels 
once more for what will be their 57th  
weekender.

Having been on two of  the trips myself  to 
Portsmouth in April 1997 and then Everton 
(when we won 3-0 in the Premiership) in 
September 2000, I can vouch that these are 
fantastic trips, superbly organised by Ipswich 
stalwart Geoff  Dodson, who incidentally also 
conducts Portman Road ground tours.

It all started back in 1981 when the first trip 
saw the group go to Cologne for Town’s UEFA 
Cup semi-final.  

For many years, they would go away for two 
weekends, once near the beginning of  the  
season and for the last away game where this 
year, they will stay in Blackpool.  

It’s value for money too as for a little over 
£200, the group stay at a hotel for three nights, 
with breakfast and evening meals, as well as 
organised trips over the four days which range 
from ground tours, visits to museums, boat 
trips, railway rides and trips to significant 
local attractions to really make this a fabulous 
way of  watching Town away.  

Hats off  to Geoff  who, along with his 
wife Ann and Clacton branch Secretary Pat 
Edwards, has been on every one of  the  
previous 56 weekenders!

The weekenders are seasoned pros when it 
come to glorious ‘last-day’ successes as well 
as those last-day inglorious moments too and 
let’s hope they’ll be enjoying the former – even 
before the weekend arrives if  possible.  

Friends of  the weekenders who would like 
to know more about future trips can contact 
Geoff  on 01206 545696 or e-mail geoffreydod-
son@btinternet.com 

Let’s back promotion
THE club have announced another matchday 
ticket promotion where season-ticket holders 
can buy up to four tickets for £10 each for our 
match at Portman Road against Hull City on 
Saturday, April 13.  

The last such occasion was the game against 
Cardiff  City which was a 5.20pm kick-off  and 
live on Sky. I think it’s fair to say that promo-
tion was doomed from the start and the  
resultant attendance figure proved that the 
wrong game had been selected.  

Let’s hope it works better this time as  
ultimately, I think these are great promotions 
by the club and as a season-ticket holder, I 
really don’t mind this.

The Hull game is a big one and we need as 
many supporters as possible to take advantage 
of  the offer. If  we were in Hull’s position, I’m 
sure a crowd of  over 25,000 would attend in 
the hope that victory would be another step 
towards Premier League football.  

Will an equally big crowd turn out to  
support the team given our position is the 
complete opposite of  Hull’s and is perilous to 
say the least?  

The question is, do Ipswich fans really want 
a club in the Championship, never mind the 
Premier League?  


