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take on Town from the terraces

twitter: @fullerflavour email: tff25@hotmail.co.uk 

Town will survive
SATURDAY’S bore draw 

at Huddersfield was not 
the worst result in the 
world as every point 
gained now is a precious 

one and ultimately, it stopped one 
of our fellow strugglers from 
picking up a much-needed win.  

But of course, you can’t help 
feeling how much better our 
situation would be if we had have 
won the game.  

I get asked a lot at the moment 
if I think the Town will survive 
this season.  

I honestly do think we will but 
it goes without saying that I 
would like the points in the bag 
sooner rather than later.

I do believe that as many as 
eight clubs are embroiled in a 
relegation battle and that is in 
our favour – we’re not cut adrift 
with say just three other clubs – 
three from eight gives more hope 
than three from four!  

We are also averaging one win 
in every three league games in 
2013.  

With 12 games to go and if we 

keep that average going, four 
more wins would give us 51 
points which is normally enough 
to stay up, but will it prove to be 
enough this time around?  

I know where I think we could 
win four more games and draw 
one but will not make a fool of 
myself by predicting them here 
and that errs on the side of 
caution allowing for seven more 
defeats this season.  

The way our defence has 
tightened up recently, I think it 
would be harsh on them to expect 
this amount of defeats.  

So with all that said, yes, I 
believe we’ll be ok – but it will be 
close.

Last Tuesday night saw Town 
defeated by an excellent Watford 
side.  

Their movement and pace at 
which they moved the ball 
around was simply too good for 
us and I must admit, I thought we 
were in for a very long evening 
right from the first few minutes. 

To be honest, I do not disagree 
with the comments from one fan 

sitting near me on the night that 
had we have been the side we 
were back in October and early 
November, we could well have 
seen another one of those five or 
six-nil defeats.  

I thought that in the main, our 
defence held out pretty well and 
our forwards did their fair share 
of work too.  

But the problem was not a new 
one and one we know needs 
fixing and that was the lack of 
creativity and pace from our 
midfield area.  

Basically, everything we did 
not have on the night, Watford 
had plenty of.

I believe Watford will be the 
best side to win at Portman Road 
this season, just as much as I 
believe that they were one of the 
poorest sides to win last season at 
our place.  

How much of this is down to 
Gianfranco Zola’s influence is 
open to debate but he obviously 
deserves some credit for gelling 
together so many loan players.  

The other argument, of course, 

is whether the Hornets are that 
good because of having so many 
gifted loan players – mostly from 
Italian club Udinese.  

I thought Mick McCarthy was 
magnanimous in defeat when 
asked for his thoughts on 
Watford’s loan policy.  

He was obviously not bothered 
by it, as they are not breaking 
any rules. Personally, if it brings 
success, does not break any rules 
and gets a team through a short-
term plan of action with positive 
results, then I don’t see a problem 
with that.  

They only started the game 
with one more loanee than Town 
did.  

But we know that in the long-
term, our team will need 
rebuilding once our loanees 
return to their parent clubs and 
we will not have to fall from as 
great a height should it go all 
wrong for Zola and Watford if 
they do not get promoted.  

Would they rebuild next season 
with the same short-term policy? 
I certainly hope we don’t.

PRIOR to last Tuesday’s game I was 
having a drink with a friend and my son 
recalling some of our players of years gone 
by when we got talking about Alex Mathie.  

The Scotsman, who will be best-remem-
bered for his hat-trick against Norwich in 
a 5-0 Town win, once showed me another 
gifted sporting talent for he was an 
excellent pool player – with one arm!  

I used to play in an inter-branch 
supporters’ league on a Monday night at 
Town’s Centre Spot bar representing the 
Clacton branch.  

One particular year, our branch won the 
league and I was also part of a doubles 
team that one the first-ever doubles 
tournament.   

On presentation night, Mathie was 
assisted by a couple of other players 
including John Wark in presenting the 
trophies before the two Scotsmen took on 
my doubles partner and I in a game.  

Mathie had one arm in a sling following 
one of his shoulder operations he had 
during his spell at Town and had no option 
other than to play with one arm.  

The duo beat us and it was thanks to 
Mathie’s potting ability more than any 
time that Warky had at the table.

Mathie left Town for Dundee United 
after forming a great partnership with Ian 
Marshall during his Town days and after 
leaving Tannadice, he had spells with 
Preston and York before going into 
management with non-league clubs 
Spennymoor United, West Auckland Town 
and Pickering Town.  

Nowadays he can be heard summarising 
some of Town’s away games for Radio 
Suffolk. 

MY column this week is dedicated to my 
father-in-law, who sadly passed away 
recently and had his funeral on Friday.  

Allen was a Town fan and would often 
recollect the games he attended during the 
Sir Alf Ramsey era and the players that he 
saw play for Town during that time.  

What I have learnt from his passing 
away is that we should embrace as much as 
possible the stories that family and friends 
tell us from that period as although those 
days drift further away, the memories of 
those around back then are priceless and I 
believe that it is fair to say are the kind of 
memories that the rest of us will never 
experience in our own lifetime of follow-
ing the Town.

The older folk of today probably had the 
game in its better days to behold when 
players were not overpaid prima-donnas, 
teams were on a more level playing field 
and stadiums would be packed to the 
rafters with crowds paying an affordable 
entrance fee.  

It’s a far cry from today’s world of 
football and Allen also, of course, had the 
Sir Bobby Robson era to enjoy too. 

He was a lucky man indeed and hope-
fully he’ll be in the heavens now watching 
Sir Alf and Sir Bobby putting successful 
sides together all over again. 

Allen would have been 80-years-old in 
just over a week’s time like Sir Bobby 
would have been last week – two heroes of 
mine that will never be forgotten.

Allen was a
great man

A pool wizard

PRECIOUS POINT: Ipswich 
Town’s David McGoldrick, 
right, challenges for the 
ball at Huddersfield. 
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