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FullerFlavour Blues fan Karl Fuller with his weekly 
take on Town from the terraces

twitter: @fullerflavour email: tff25@hotmail.co.uk 

DAVID McGoldrick may have only 
scored two goals in his short 
Ipswich career so far but both 
have smacked of quality and 
Saturday’s goal could turn out to 

be one of the most important of the season.  
For much of the match, I thought it 

paralleled the recent Blackpool game 
whereby the opposition were not as threaten-
ing as I expected and I knew that if Town 
could find that one moment of magic, then 
Leicester were there for the taking – 
McGoldrick provided that moment.

It feels good for us to be on the right end of  
a late winner for a change. I know there were 
one or two moments in the game that went 
Town’s way but it is about time we toughened 
up and bullied our way to a result.  

Michael Chopra’s ‘winding-up’ of  Wes 
Morgan led to the latter’s error that saw 
David McGoldrick dispossess him and then 
collect a return ball from Murphy, before scor-
ing the winner. Had Morgan’s head been with 
the game, this may not have happened.  

Special praise for our defence too who kept 
back-to-back clean sheets for the first time 
this season, the first time in 11 months in fact.

I kind of  dropped myself  in it last week 
when I wrote: ” I know where I think we could 

win four more games and draw one but  
will not make a fool of  myself  by predicting 
them here...” when I was speaking of  our 
survival chances.  

I have been reminded that away from the 
column earlier in the season, I actually said 
that I thought we would be relegated – but 
that was during a really poor Paul Jewell 
period.

Mick McCarthy has turned that around to a 
degree and then I was challenged to ‘man-up’ 
and not worry about making a fool of  myself  
and explain exactly where I think our wins 
and draws would come from.  

So with my predictions made, here’s my 
take on the final 12 games of  the season 
hoping that they really are not to be a ‘dirty 
dozen’  that see the unthinkable happen....

Writing this particular part before the 
Leicester game, my crystal ball had the mug-
shot of  David Nugent glaring at me and the 
outshot was that if  he played, he would score 
and I could not see Town scoring two to win.  

But with him out, I soon declared to my pre-
match drinking buddies on Saturday that we 
would be OK despite their lack of  confidence 
and I knew we could sneak a win for three 
points.

Thankfully I was right for the first game 

of  12!  I don’t see any rewards for tomorrow 
night’s match at Nottingham Forest or at 
Peterborough on Saturday – two defeats here 
I believe.

Then two home games against Bolton  
and Leeds look tricky on paper and I think 
that this is exactly how they will pan out  
and two draws will be a good return.  

We can gain another point away at Millwall 
before we go to Derby County where we really 
have an excellent record in winning five 
and drawing five of  our last 12 visits there. 
Hopefully, another three points can be taken 
to aid our relegation fight.

After these two away games, we have two 
matches at Portman Road against high-flying 
Hull City and then Crystal Palace who both 
won the corresponding fixtures last season. I 
fancy both to do so this time around. 

But fear not. I then expect us to win at 
Hillsborough, against Sheffield Wednesday, 
and then take maximum points in our final 
home game of  the season against struggling 
Birmingham City before grabbing a draw on 
the final day of  the season, at Sean Dyche’s 
Burnley.

Four wins, four draws and four defeats and 
16 points to take us to a total of  55.  

Looks OK on paper doesn’t it?

It’s the anniversary of 
‘Black Monday’ folks!
Despite my own personal 
positive outlook for 
the remainder of  the 
season, today will still be 
known as ‘Black Monday’ 
for it is the 18th anniver-
sary of  a record Premier 
League 9-0 defeat that Town 
suffered at Old Trafford 
against Manchester United.  
Aside from that game, March 4 is not a good day at 
all in my time watching Town – apart from against 
Bradford City – more on that in a moment.

I have only ever been to Old Trafford twice and I 
have not seen a single Town goal there but saw a 0-0 
on a Wednesday evening in November 1993.

Then in March 1995 came that huge defeat.  It was 
a terrible Town performance that will hopefully 
never be repeated again.  

United’s quiet crowd only came to life when they 
chanted ‘we want ten’ at the end of  the game and 
this was drowned by the 1,800 or so Town fans who 
responded with “we want one!”  

I have seen Town play on four other occasions on 
this day and a further two ended in defeat against 
Swindon in 1989 and Portsmouth in 2000.  

However, two wins I’ve seen have both come 
against Bradford – 3-2 in 1997 and then the 3-1 win 
in 2001 best remembered for Herman Hreidarsson’s 
dive into the crowd, pictured above,  after he thought 
he’d scored when in fact it was Mark Burchill’s goal 
– his only Town goal in a short loan spell from Celtic. 

Clacton have a few 
links with the Blues
I have had a heavy involvement with Clacton 
Town/FC Clacton over the last few years and I 
enjoy researching any Ipswich Town links to 
the club.  

In the 1940’s to 1960’s, many non-league clubs 
around the country benefitted from retiring 
professionals joining their ranks in search of  
their football fix.

The odd player also found their way into a 
managerial role too as Town’s first-ever profes-
sional captain Jimmy McLuckie did at Clacton 
Town in 1947.

Neil Myles was a player who found himself  
leaving Suffolk for the Essex sunshine coast 
in 1960, while Ron Trenter left Ipswich for 
Clacton in 1951. 

More recently, there hasn’t been anyone 
joining Clacton directly from Town with Nabil 
Abidallah being the closest to do so.

There have been some shared names to muse 
over though for example. There was a Clacton 
player called Jon Walters before a player of  the 
same name joined Town from Chester City.  A 
player named Lee Barrett has enjoyed three 
spells at Clacton while Arran Lee-Barrett of  
course has been between the sticks at Portman 
Road.

I had to smile when I saw the back page 
of  last Monday’s Ipswich Star and I read of  
Town’s interest in Histon’s Matty Waters. He 
shares the same name with FC Clacton’s cur-
rent record goalscorer who, on his day, was one 
of  the best Eastern Counties League players 
two or three years ago.

Do let me know of  any other examples where 
players in local teams share the same name as 
those that have links with Ipswich.

It’s time to ‘man-up’ and 
predict the Blues’ fate
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APPLAUSE: The 
fans supporting 
Ipswich Town’s 

victory.
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