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IT has become somewhat of a habit in 
recent columns to relive déjà vu 
moments after Saturday afternoon 1-0 
home wins.  

There was another such occasion at 
Portman Road where I’d felt as if I’d seen it 
all before.

A bank holiday weekend, Leeds United in 
Town, the visitors seemingly in control of 
matters, only to press the self-destruct 
button with a sending-off that changed the 
game.  

It happened in August last season  
and again this weekend only this time we 
did not have to come from behind as the 3-0 
win eclipsed last year’s 2-1 success.  

Yes, the sending-off worked in our  
favour and yes, we rode our luck at 
times, but it’s about time we had the  
luck and Leeds must wonder what they 
have to do to win at Portman Road  
these days. Re-signing Ian Harte might 
help!

Now, tell me why, I don’t like Mondays – 
or at least Easter Mondays when it comes to 
Ipswich Town? Our record on this particu-
lar holiday date in the season is nothing 
short of shocking over the last 20 years – if 
not longer.  

And why do we have to spend so many of 
these Mondays away from Portman Road?  
There have only been seven home games in 

the last 25 years – only one in the last eight 
and that was last season’s 2-1 defeat to 
Leicester.  

On a more disappointing note, in the last 10 
years, we have won just twice – 3-1 at Derby in 
2010 and a 1-0 home win over Sunderland in 
2004.

My first unpleasant Easter Monday 
experience came in 1981 during a period of 
time when Ipswich went about losing the 
First Division title but cementing their place 
in the UEFA Cup Final.  

I’m sure fans of Norwich City still remem-
ber with much delight their 1-0 win at Carrow 
Road on Easter Monday thanks to a 62nd 
minute goal from Justin Fashanu.  

The defeat came just two days after a 2-0 
home defeat at the hands of Arsenal and 
preceded a catastrophic league finale for 
Town where we lost two of the final three 
games, which led to Aston Villa clinching the 
title.

On the flip side, the Norwich defeat was in 
the middle of the two UEFA Cup semi-final 
games against FC Cologne and although we 
had a slender 1-0 first-leg advantage, the 
miserable Easter period failed to detract us 
from completing the job in Germany with 
another 1-0 win.  

Playing Norwich on Easter Monday was a 
common practice in those days. 

We drew 0-0 at their place in 1983 before we 

had something to cheer about with successive 
2-0 victories.  

The first was at Portman Road in 1984 with 
Alan Sunderland and Romeo Zondervan 
netting the goals before a year later it was 
victory on Norfolk soil thanks to goals from 
Terry Butcher and Mich D’Avray.

The next time we faced the same opposition 
on two consecutive Easter Mondays came in 
1996 and 1997 when the delightful fixture 
computer sent us to Grimsby.  

Of all my away trips following the Town, 
Grimsby is just about the most unpleasant 
experience I have ever had the misfortune to 
enjoy – especially on a Bank Holiday Monday 
and two years in a row!  

The first game we lost 3-1 and had James 
Scowcroft sent off and then having forced 
myself into the same trip a year later, we lost  
2-1.  

To compound Town’s misery of today, it is 
also of course April Fools’ Day.  

Of the eleven games played on this day, we 
have only ever won three times with the last 
time being away from Portman Road in a 3-1 
win at Huddersfield back in 1961.  

I thought of bringing you an April Fool today 
but I think Ipswich have been just that 
themselves too often.  

Let’s hope we sort out both our Easter 
Monday and April Fool problems with victory 
at Millwall today.

Here’s hoping the Blues 
are not April Fools today

New Town fanzine 
is really good read
TOWN fans who read and enjoyed the one-off 
fanzine ‘Turnstile Blues’ back in October 2012 will 
be pleased to know that the same group of 
supporters who produced that have brought out 
a new one-off ITFC fanzine, ‘By Mutual Consent’ 
that was launched on Saturday.
As with the previous fanzine, the publication is a 
whole jamboree of thoughts and concerns of the 
individual writers in respect of current affairs at 
Portman Road.  
The phrase ‘By Mutual Consent’ is one that we 
have got used to over the past couple of years 
with players, a manager and a chief executive all 
leaving the club in such a manner.
Editor Rob Freeman writes in his editorial: 
“Turnstile Blues was a fanzine with a theme, and 
that theme was belonging, and the importance of 
the role the club should have in its community.  
“By Mutual Consent has a similar, yet very 
different theme in that of accountability.  In this 
new era of Financial Fair Play, where owner 
investment is essentially outlawed, all of the 
money coming into the game will come from one 
source – the fans.  
“We are not just consumers we are stakeholders 
and the lifeblood of our club and the game itself.  
“Yet what sort of say do we have within the 
game?”
‘By Mutual Consent’ is also on sale by mail order 
and available from: A Ross, 58 Lonsdale Road, 
Ipswich, IP4 4HD. 
Please send a cheque for £2, payable to A Ross. 
Copies will also be available via ebay. 
Look out for further information on Twitter  
@ByMutualConsent or at www.turnstile-blues.
co.uk.  
A free downloadable PDF version will be 
available from the above site this Wednesday 
evening but anyone accessing the magazine this 
way are asked to make a donation to this charity 
- www.aishopeacademy.org/youth-football-
academy-africa/soweto

I AM pleased with the news that season-ticket 
prices for 2013/14 have been frozen.  
I intend to go to every home game once more so 
to pay for less than £17 a game (my season ticket 
for Sir Bobby Robson Lower is £390) is good value 
in what we all know is an expensive sport to 
watch.
The club offer an excellent direct-debit scheme 
over 12 months costing me £32.50.  
I, for one, find it a lot easier to pay that fixed 
amount each month than say if Town were at 
home on a Saturday and the following Tuesday 
night a few days before payday, when I’d have to 
find a minimum match-day fee of £26 twice.  
Perhaps the promise of promotional £10 games 
and introducing cheaper season tickets for the 
next age group, say 12 to 21 year-olds, could have 
been offered in an attempt to entice those that 
cannot get a season ticket for reasons due to 
finances or other commitments. But that is me 
asking for a bit much! A big thumbs up for the 
club’s season ticket promotional video ‘Be part of 
it’. It is well delivered by Simon Milton and 
massive credit to 96-year-old George Stannard.  
I hope I’m still going when I get anywhere near 
his age!

Super season-ticket 
news for supporters

FullerFlavour Blues fan Karl Fuller with his weekly 
take on Town from the terraces

twitter: @fullerflavour email: tff25@hotmail.co.uk 

PLENTY TO CHEER 
ABOUT: Ipswich Town 
fans celebrate at 
Portman Road on 
Saturday
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