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FullerFlavour Blues fan Karl Fuller with his weekly 
take on Town from the terraces

twitter: @fullerflavour email: tff25@hotmail.co.uk 

Just one mistake proved
to be difference on day
THE curse of the £10 

promotional game 
struck once more on 
Saturday as Town again 
lost in front of the 

infrequent spectator and with it, 
Hull became the first club to 
double us this season and win at 
Portman Road on a Saturday in 
Mick McCarthy’s managerial 
reign. 

To be doubled for the first time 
with just four matches remaining 
shows that the league is not that 
strong considering our ongoing 
threat of relegation and nor, 
indeed, were Hull on the day, in 
my opinion.  

I may be wrong over the penalty 
decision, but the incident hap-
pened right in front of me and I 
saw nothing more in the challenge 
by Guirane N’Daw than what went 
on later in the game and indeed 
has done throughout the season.  

But, I’ve been a champion of 
what goes around comes around in 
the game in recent weeks and on 
another day, Town will earn an 
equally soft penalty.

Hull were the better side in the 
first period, but they were no bet-
ter than us second-half and they 
capitalised on one mistake and 

that was the difference. If that’s 
the best the Championship has to 
offer, then we’ll be in for a good 
time next season – we’ve just got to 
make sure we do enough in the 
next four games to be there!

It’s the 18th anniversary today 
of my one and only ever visit to 
Highbury when Town lost a 
Premier League game 4-1 against 
Arsenal. Ian Wright scored a hat-
trick before being replaced by 
former Ipswich favourite Chris 
Kiwomya. Ian Marshall’s goal was 
our first in 675 minutes and above 
all else, my trip coincided with the 
debut and only appearance for 
Ipswich of the then 17-year-old 
defender Kevin Ellis.

I spoke to Kevin and asked how 
his debut came about: “I’d been 
playing well in the youth team and 
reserves at the time that George 
Burley became manager of Town 
and he was looking to stamp his 
authority on bringing the young-
sters through at the expense of 
some of the more experienced 
players.  

“I’d been given the Easter week-
end off after playing Saturday, 
Monday and Wednesday the week 
leading up to the game and George 
had phoned whilst I was out on 

Good Friday. When I called back, 
he asked me to get to the club as I 
was in the squad for the Arsenal 
game.”

Nerves did not kick in for Kevin 
until he saw himself on the 
screens at the ground during the 
warm up. But an Arsenal player 
soon made Kevin feel more at ease 
at kick-off as he explained: “Paul 
Merson came over to me and shook 
my hand and wished me well 
knowing it was my debut. 

“That was a really nice touch at 
a time when he was getting a lot of 
bad press. I still wanted to clatter 
him though at the first opportu-
nity I had and my chance soon 
came. However, he just lifted the 
ball over the top of me and was 
gone before I knew it!”

As high an occasion this game 
was for Kevin his Town career 
ended where it had started.   

“Next game, we were at home to 
West Ham on Easter Monday, but 
my knee was not good and I could 
not even do the warm down on the 
Sunday. I never played again and 
that was it.”  

Kevin then fell out of love with 
the sport and lost his appetite for 
the game, turning down offers 
from lower league clubs.  After 
coaching the Under-13s in Town’s 
Academy, Bryan Klug recom-
mended him to a friend for a job 
and the rest as they say is history.  

“For the past 12 years, I’ve been 
a sales director selling software 
and I travel all over the world 
which I really love.  Both the game 
and Ipswich have moved on since 
my day, I don’t really know anyone 
at the club nowadays apart from 
James Scowcroft and now I am 
just an armchair Town fan.”  

LAST week I wrote 
about how great Town 
fans are and it left me 
thinking about one of 
the best I have ever 
known.  

Those who know Phil 
Corton, pictured, of 
Clacton, affectionately 
known as ‘Moped’, will know that he is a real 
gentleman who back in the day followed Town 
home, away and abroad for the pre-season tours 
in Scandinavia and suchlike.

Still a season-ticket holder in the disabled area 
of the upper level of the Sir Bobby Robson stand, 
Phil can also be spotted at the odd away game.  

His home is a shrine to ITFC and I would think 
that one of his most prized possessions is a 
framed, signed shirt given to him by Jon Walters 
after what was probably Phil’s most frightening 
experience as a Town fan. It was the last day of 
the 2006/07 season at Elland Road when Town 
drew 1-1 with Leeds to effectively send them 
down. Some of their fans invaded the pitch and 
headed to the Town fans where Phil and other 
disabled Town supporters took the brunt of their 
abuse. After the final whistle blew, Town players 
went over to the fans and this is where Phil 
received Walters’ shirt.

On a much happier note, I remember watching 
Town win 3-0 at St Albans City in pre-season in 
July 1999 when, after the game, we were in the 
car park getting autographs from Town players 
as they boarded their coach bound for the airport 
to jet off to Sweden for a two-game pre-season 
tour. 

I was obviously in awe of the players but even 
more in awe of Phil when most said hello to him 
using his first name and enquiring as to how he 
was. Even the directors followed suit which was 
topped off nicely when David Sheepshanks said: 
“Hello Phil, are you joining us in Sweden?” Phil 
was on the night and still is very much a real 
legend!   

MICK McCarthy says he has an idea as to 
which of his out-of-contract senior players he 
would like to keep at the club going into next 
season and with all due respect to Arran 
Lee-Barrett, Lee Martin and Andy Drury, 
I’m not so sure any of them will be around 
from August and you do feel that we could do 
better in all of their positions.  

Of the current loanees that I would like to 
see sign, I will not go as far as saying that 
Richard Stearman is the main priority, but 
it is as close to being that as it possibly can 
be as the defensive record speaks for itself 
since he’s been in the side.  

David McGoldrick should be signing 
(although not technically a loanee at present 
but still training with the club) which would 
be a good signing and Daryl Murphy is cer-
tainly worth signing up to at least be a good 
squad player and I would have no problem in 
him being involved in games more often 
than not. Don’t be surprised either to see Jay 
Tabb around next season too.

Who is Mick going
to keep at Ipswich?

Town fan Phil proved 
he was a real legend
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SAVED: Ipswich Town goalkeeper Scott Loach makes a save from point-blank range in the first half against Hull City on Saturday Photo: PHIL MORLEY


