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FullerFlavour Blues fan Karl Fuller with his weekly 
take on Town from the terraces

twitter: @fullerflavour email: tff25@hotmail.co.uk 

Neil scored goals . . . 
and saved them too! 
ANOTHER massive 

point gained at 
Sheffield Wednesday 
on Saturday, one that 
inches us ever closer 

to safety – it couldn’t be any 
closer now.  

We can see the finishing line, 
we can touch it, we’ve just got to 
haul ourselves across it and 
whatever the outcome of this sea-
son, we’ve not experienced a 
nervy ending since those days of 
reaching the play-offs what 
seemed like every year in the 
late 1990’s – that’s if we were not 
pushing for automatic 
promotion.  

One such year takes me back 
to Sheffield when we lost on the 
away goals rule to Sheffield 
United in 1997 after drawing the 
home game 2-2 following the 1-1 
draw at their place.  

If we’d got the 3-1 home win 
that came against the Blades two 
months beforehand, then it 
would have been us that were 
Wembley-bound.  

That earlier game produced a 
hat-trick hero in Neil Gregory 
and I spoke to him last week 
about that and how he had a taste 
for being a goalkeeper as he 
found himself between the sticks 
for Town on two occasions at 
home, being on the losing side 

twice (3-1 to Huddersfield and 5-1 
to Charlton).  

“I used to train with the goal-
keeper coach at Town and after 
training we would have a fun 
game and I would go in goal, as I 
would for the 5-a-side games too,” 
he told me.  

I just had an affinity for being a 
goalkeeper. Carl Leaburn scored a 
hat-trick in that game against 
Charlton and one goal was a 
worldy strike into the top corner.  

“Having previously been in 
goal for the reserves, I got the job 
in the first team and George 
Burley loved it.”

Back to those two play-off 
games against Sheffield United 
that still rank as one of my worst 
experiences as a Town fan, Neil 
told me it was not good as a player 
either.  

“It was absolutely horrible, defi-
nitely my worst experience as an 
Ipswich player.”  

Neil started the game at 
Bramall Lane but was a sub at 
Portman Road, something that 
did not go unnoticed by referee 
Terry Heilbron who also offici-
ated in Neil’s hat-trick game.  

“He spoke to me before the 
game recalling my hat-trick and 
asked why I was not starting that 
night.  I told him to ask George!”

Rewind two years earlier and Neil 

made his debut in a Friday night 2-2 
draw against Wimbledon and a cer-
tain member of the ‘Crazy Gang’ 
gave him a fair introduction to the 
Premier League as Neil explained: 
“Vinnie Jones stepped across me 
and elbowed me in the face.  

“I don’t know if he knew I was 
making my debut so it was a nice 
welcome. I remember the game 
well though and was absolutely 
knackered very quickly.  

“I thought at one point that it 

must be nearly half-time and 
looked up at the clock and saw 
that only 19 minutes had gone. I 
never thought that it would be so 
difficult and I thought I was fit 
then”.

Whenever Neil scored in a 
league game, Town always won 
and he never scored away from 
Portman Road. 

He scored twice in Europe in the 
Anglo-Italian Cup against 
Salernitana and Port Vale which 
was the only time he finished in a 
losing Town side having scored as 
the Valiants won 4-2.  

He left the Blues in March 1998, 
following loan spells at a number 
of clubs, for Colchester for £50,000 
which was a U’s record transfer 
fee at the time.  

He also went on loan to Boston 
Bulldogs in America in 1999 with 
the recent tragic events there hit-
ting home on Neil.  

He later scored FA Cup goals for 
Canvey Island against Wigan and 
Northampton that were screened 
on Match of the Day before join-
ing Whitton United and playing 
for them.

These days, Neil combines 
working for Coffey Brooks 
Financial Services in Clacton-on-
Sea and managing Stowupland 
Falcons in the Suffolk & Ipswich 
League Second Division.    

LARGER-than-life character Ian Holloway 
showed his true worth after Tuesday night’s 3-0 
win over Crystal Palace.  

To say that some of his past reactions have 
been thoroughly entertaining is a bit of an under-
statement and he was top dollar again on this 
occasion.

Town did not play well and certainly did not 
deserve to win 3-0.  But I can’t agree with some 
who say we were awful.  

We were solid enough once again and 10 clean 
sheets in 15 games backs Mick McCarthy’s notion 
of being a side hard to beat.  

Ok, it’s ugly at times and is not easy on the eye.  
But a side that is awful concedes as well as 

fails to score and because such a performance at 
times is short on quality, the criticism afforded 
undermines the hard work off the ball that play-
ers put in to protect one another.  

I’d make a boring manager I’m afraid as keep-
ing clean sheets guarantees avoiding defeat.  
Scoring goals does not guarantee a win – 
although they help of course.

Holloway was quick to recognise Cressy’s goal 
being a one-off, his goalie and defender making 
catastrophic mistakes that will probably not hap-
pen again and ultimately had praise for 
McCarthy, our players and us, the fans, in the 
face of his own unjust adversity.  

He even shared the Fuller Flavour motto of 
recent weeks of what goes around comes around 
after admitting to the Town boss that he didn’t 
think we deserved what we got at Selhurst Park 
earlier in the season (a 5-0 defeat) and from what 
he saw of the Hull game recently that we did not 
deserve to lose that.  

His honest reflection is a far cry from many 
managers who fail to give due praise to their 
opponents, never see the incidents that they don’t 
wish to comment on, yet see clearly from 50 
yards the penalties they don’t get.  

Well done Ian!

TICKETS are now on sale for the Players 
Awards evening next Saturday from 
6.30pm to midnight in the Legends Bar 
at Portman Road.  

Tickets cost £20 including a buffet and 
can be obtained from Liz Edwards by 
emailing itsc78@btinternet.com or by 
phoning 07968 876504. 

Alternatively, write to Irene Davey at 
10 Lambeth Close, Ipswich, IP1 4DX 
(please enclose a cheque made payable to 
Ipswich Town Football Club Supporters 
Account and a SAE). 

Voting for the player-of-the-year award 
has opened online at the Supporters Club 
website and this will continue until Friday.  

Votes can also be cast prior to 
Saturday’s home game against 
Birmingham and while there is probably 
no outstanding candidate over the sea-
son as a whole, my own choice is Tommy 
Smith.  

I expected his season to deteriorate 
after Christmas given his involvement for 
New Zealand in the Olympics, not to men-
tion jet-setting across the globe to play in 
World Cup qualifiers.  

No chance of burn-out for Tommy, he’s 
got better as the season has progressed! 

Tommy gets my vote

Ollie tells it like it is – 
unlike other bosses

VERSATILE: Neil Gregory.

SUPPORT: Town fans 
applaud on the final 
whistle at Hillsborough.
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