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FullerFlavour Blues fan Karl Fuller with his weekly 
take on Town from the terraces

twitter: @fullerflavour email: tff25@hotmail.co.uk 

What a way to finish
a topsy-turvy season

By George, what a goal!

The Town are staying up!  
Super Mick McCarthy’s mission 

impossible of keeping us in the 
Championship started with a 1-0 
win at Birmingham in November 

and it was mission accomplished against the 
same opposition at Portman Road on 
Saturday.  

The win even gave McCarthy a one-game 
cushion when he said at the start of his reign 
that it would go down to the last day of the 
season.  

He completed his task so well that 
Saturday’s game at Burnley is one that we 
can enjoy and who knows, another win and 
we will have propelled ourselves from the 
bottom of the league at the start of November 
to a top-ten finish at the beginning of May.

Saturday’s game was just about the best of 
the season in a number of ways.  

The first-half performance was the best 
half I had seen all season with another 
quality Carlos Edwards goal to compliment 
quality football not to mention the atmos-
phere being the best that Portman Road had 
seen all season.  

Rewind twelve months and I recall driving 
home after our last home game of 2011/12 
having lost 3-0 to Millwall feeling totally 
dejected, wondering where the club was going 
and in all honesty, living with not much hope 
for 2012/13.  

Make no mistake, the first three months of 
this season failed to take me away from the 
doom and gloom of last May and I really felt 
that we were heading for League One.  

McCarthy coming into the club is the best 
thing that has happened for years and let’s 
not underestimate the role of Terry Connor 
too.  

It’s easy to be positive and believe that 
everything is rosy in the garden after 
Saturday, but I’m sure Mick and Terry know 
that it is only part one of their remit com-
pleted.  

A busy Summer ahead for them now to 
ensure that we go into next season carrying 
off the good form of the last six months – I 
now live in hope for better times next season.  

One last word for Saturday, well done to the 
Birmingham fans that travelled in superb 
numbers and were in good voice for what was 
for them, a nothing game.  They were the best 
visiting turnout of the season by far.    

Congratulations to the club for winning 
the Programme of the Year award as voted 
for by the Football Trader and Collector 
Magazine.  

The programme has been excellent this 
year and is well worthy of its award.  

I was previously a programme editor for a 
non-league club for seven years and every one 
of those years saw us win the Programme of 
the Year for our league.  

A programme can only be as good as  
the team putting it together – I was lucky  
to have a number of columnists that gave it 
good content.  Steve Pearce has been pro-
gramme editor at Ipswich since 1994  
and told me how pleased he was with the 
award: “It’s brilliant to win the award and is 
one the team putting it together has 
deserved.  

“We have probably got the smallest 
programme production team in the 
Championship with myself, Johnny Ogle and 
a couple of others working on it and that’s it.

“We try to vary the content, speak to as 
many players as possible and generally 
freshen it up each season.  

“So it’s nice to have all the hard work pay 
off this year.”  

Well done to Steve and his team.
I’m off to Burnley on Saturday and once 

again it’s one of those occasions where the 
powers that be give no thought to the 
travelling supporters in moving kick-off 
times away from 3pm.  

Our 12.45pm kick-off means an earlier than 
normal start for most Town fans going to the 
game and yours truly will have a 4.30am 
alarm call to be woken up by in time to drive 
the short distance from Clacton to 
Manningtree before hopping on the 5.49am 
train for the start of a ten-hour round 
journey.

THOSE of you who saw Robin Van Persie’s 
second goal for Manchester United against Aston 
Villa last week will know exactly how much of a 
beauty it was. 

It was a goal of absolute class and it had me 
thinking of the best Town goals I had ever seen 
and between us all, we have seen hundreds, so, 
plenty to choose from.  

We’ve probably only had three beauties this 
season. There was Carlos Edwards’ winner at 
Derby not so long ago and his rocket on Saturday, 
then there was Aaron Cresswell’s goal against 
Crystal Palace a fortnight ago.  

Talk about perfect timing for the Liverpudlian 
– it won him the ‘Goal of the Season’ award!  

But of all the great goals I’ve seen Ipswich 
score, the one that really sticks out came at the 
end of December in 2001 when we hammered 
Sunderland 5-0 at Portman Road. 

It was scored by Finidi George and the 
Nigerian started the move which saw just five 
touches from one end of the field to the other.

Sunderland had a corner at the North Stand 
end and it was played in to the near post where 
George headed clear to a Town defender who one-
touched it back to George as he raced out of the 
area. George then used the one touch to feed 
Marcus Bent on the halfway line and in turn laid 
the ball straight into the path of Matt Holland 
who sent a sublime first-time through ball into 
the right channel where George had continued to 
sprint clear.  

He then lifted a first-time effort over advanc-
ing Sunderland goalkeeper Thomas Sorensen to 
incredibly put Town into a 4-0 half-time lead. 

ASK any Town fan how many leagues we 
have won and I guess you’ll get the 
answer of six and this is true – as a 
professional club.  

But there were of as many more won in 
our amateur days including five Southern 
Amateur League Championships.  

The first of which came in the 1921/22 
season and the 91st anniversary of 
clinching this particular title is cel-
ebrated today.  

It was our first major championship 
title with the only previous one of note 
was winning the South East Anglia 
League in 1903/04.

Back to 29 April 1922, the title was 
secured thanks to a 2-1 win at runners-up 
Eastbourne with Arthur Fenns netting 
both goals.  

The win meant Ipswich finished above 
Eastbourne in the final table by a solitary 
point.  

Such was the historic occasion for the 
club, it was reported that around 4000 
supporters welcomed the Blues home 
when they returned to Ipswich station 
that night.  

Town had played twenty league games 
that season and lost just the once to 
Cambridge Town and that was just three 
games from the end of the season.  

Forty years later and exactly fifty-one 
years ago to the day yesterday, Town won 
their biggest prize of all by winning the 
Football League First Division 
Championship thanks to a 2-0 win at 
home to Aston Villa thanks to Ray 
Crawford’s two goals.

Anniversary of first title

JUBILANT: Ipswich Town fans enjoy their side’s 3-1 win over Birmingham on Saturday Picture: SARAH LUCY BROWN


