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A wonderful moment when I met Sir Bobby at Portman Road
I only met Sir Bobby Robson once, 
but that single moment will live with 
me forever.

It was after a Premier League 
game at Portman Road against 
Newcastle United and my two young 
sons, Karl and Craig were collecting 
autographs from Town players.

Then, when Alan Shearer 
appeared on his walk back to the 

visitors’ team bus, the boys became 
really excited and Shearer kindly 
signed their programmes and even 
took the time to speak to them.

I was chuffed to bits with this but 
then I noticed Sir Bobby making his 
way towards us and this was my 
moment to get excited. I quickly 
grabbed a programme off  one of  the 
boys and asked for what would be the 

most prized autograph I would ever 
land. 

The steward escorting Robson told 
me that no further autographs would 
be signed.  Robson stopped in his 
tracks, told the steward he most 
certainly would sign then asked me 
how I was enjoying the season.

It takes a lot to stop me from talk-
ing and this was one of  those rare 

moments. But I thanked him for 
putting Town ‘on the map’ and his 
response was that he could not have 
done it without us, the supporters, 
and we should be as proud as he 
always was when it came to Ipswich 
Town.

He shook my hand, went on his 
way and the hand has not been 
washed since!  

It proved a fitting day all round

T
he Sir Bobby Robson 
National Football day 
turned out to be a fitting 
occasion with Town 
getting off  the mark for 
the season with a first 

win.
A sunny day at Portman Road 

with so many memories of  the great 
man being discussed among fans 
prior to kick-off  had us all in the 
mood for an entertaining afternoon 
with those three points a must really 
to keep the pre-season optimism 
alive.

Hopefully Sir Bobby watched on 
with a smile etched firmly on his 
face come the final whistle.

Ok, it was not the entertaining 
afternoon that we wanted perform-
ance wise, but a win is a win and 
that’s what makes the weekend a 
happy time, the Sunday papers 
worth opening and keeps the feel 
good factor alive.

The record books won’t show how 
the three points were gained!

The scoreline did flatter us a little, 
but where the week before we had to 
credit Reading for their win, this 

week Ipswich take the credit for the 
result for they could only really beat 
what was in front of  them and to be 
honest, on the day, it was not a great 
Millwall side.

Yes, Town had a couple of  own-
goals to assist the victory but it’s all 
about getting the balls into the 
danger area and forcing the opposi-
tion into mistakes. Isn’t that what 
Reading did to us?

For some of  us, it was the first 
chance to see some of  the newly-
signed players and for me and every 
man and his dog at the game, the 
stand out player was Cole Skuse who 
looked a very tidy player.

He kept the engine room going 

and on this performance, he looks a 
very good free signing indeed.  We 
only saw a little of  Paul Anderson 
and I was not expecting too much 
after his midweek performance.

It was job done with a resolute 
performance. 

Yet again, we have been bundled 
out of  the League Cup by lower 
league opposition for the fifth time 
in the last eight years.

Some supporters are seemingly 
happy with this but can we really 
be? Those who are happy obviously 
did not enjoy the semi-final experi-
ence against Arsenal three seasons 
ago.

I want to win every game, winning 
breeds confidence and who wants to 
be out of  a cup competition before 
the season is a week old?  And for 
those saying that it is a Mickey 
Mouse competition, he did not do 
any harm for Walt Disney!

The most annoying aspect of  this 
defeat was that a great number of  
Mick McCarthy’s summer signings 
were given a chance to impress and 
failed to do so even by the manager’s 
own admission.

 � Town fans in good heart at Portman Road on Saturday

The only consolation is that it is 
just the one game thus far that these 
new players have had and still have 
time to gel and all could still end up 
rosy in the garden.

But it does emphasise my point of  
last week somewhat that we’re prob-
ably not as far forward in terms of  
progress as some supporters might 
think.  

On the day of  the Stevenage game, 
I was discussing the season ahead 
with a Middlesbrough fan and we 
talked of  similar hopes for Tony 
Mowbray’s side as well Town and 
they were hopes of  a better than 
mid-table finish.

We hadn’t even contemplated 
Stevenage or Accrington Stanley 
that evening!  

But as McCarthy and Mowbray 
will well know and as we should all 
know, football is not an exact science 
and there will probably be a few 
more rougher rides along the way 
until we click. Plenty of  time still 
for Mick to get it together and I am 
sure that he will.

August always did look a hard 
month on paper for Town after all. 

I want to win every 
game, winning breeds 
confidence and who 
wants to be out of a cup 
competition before the 
season is a week old? 

 

ITFC and 
the Clacton 
disco date!
Another great thing that Sir 
Bobby would do was to bring his 
squad to the annual Christmas 
Disco that the Clacton branch of  
ITFC used to hold at Highfields 
Holiday Park in the seaside town.

This Disco was so often the 
main fundraiser for the branch 
and it was sad to hear when I 
attended their AGM last month 
that times are now hard for them 
financially.

The branch was formed in 1969 
and is the longest-serving 
branch.

When I first started using the 
branch for games, there would be 
two coaches and a reserve list for 
home games as well as a coach to 
every away game. Now, they run 
a small coach to just home games 
and are struggling for members.  
The one-time membership list 
topped 400 and is now around the 
50 mark.

It would be a shame if  the 
branch was lost altogether, espe-
cially for sisters Pat Edwards and 
Jill Lewis, pictured below, who 
have spent so much of  their lives 
over the past 30 plus years keep-
ing it altogether.

So if  you live in the Clacton 
area or indeed Colchester and 
are happy to meet the coach at 
the Ardleigh Crown on the way 
to home games, then please drop 
Pat a line on 01255 423301 and 
ask for more details about join-
ing and travelling with the 
branch – she’ll be more than 
pleased to hear from you.

 � Today is the anniversary of 
the first-ever game Town wore a 
shirt sporting the Suffolk Punch 
Horse badge? 1972 was the year 
and the new badge brought us 
lots of luck as we beat Manches-
ter United 2-1 at Old Trafford 
thanks to goals from Bryan Ham-
ilton and Trevor Whymark.

DID YOU KNOW?


