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A Blue through and through now – but I was nearly a Red!
This Thursday will see my 
35th anniversary of  the 
first Town game I ever 
attended.  

But I nearly did not 
make it as a True Blue.  

My older brother used to 
get Shoot magazine each 
week and he would cut out 
all the Ipswich pictures 
(that’s how big we were 

back then kids) for his 
scrapbook and would leave 
me with what was left for 
my own book which invar-
iably were pictures of  
Liverpool players.  

And as I grew in love 
with the names of  the 
Reds, my future as a foot-
ball fan seemed Liverpool 
bound.

But a combination of  
my brother’s persuasions 
and my Dad taking me to 
Portman Road for the first 
time on 22 August 1978 
soon had my loyalties 
firmly nailed to Town 
when I was caught up in 
the excitement of  being in 
amongst a crowd of  over 
28,000 against – Liverpool!  

Being a month short of  
my 7th birthday, I don’t 
remember much but later 
found out that it was 
Arnold Muhren’s debut 
and to share my first game 
with the Dutch master was 
not a bad way to kick-off  
my Town supporting 
career despite the 3-0 loss 
to the Anfield club. 

Time to give back to the true fans

A 
heart-breaking last 
minute loss at QPR 
showed that my first-
column notion of  Town 
being hard to beat was 
proven once more.  

Two relegated, blue and white 
hooped shirt wearing sides (Reading 
& QPR) will have breathed a sigh of  
relief  at taking all three points off  
us now.  

In my mind, we’ve got the two 
hardest away games of  the season 
out of  the way and the outcome of  
these games summarises exactly 
where we are.  

We have been hard to beat, but we 
have fallen just short of  where we 
would like to be in comparison to 
two sides with decent squads funded 
by parachute payments.  

On that note, why do relegated 
clubs from the Premier League get 
so decently rewarded for failure?  

We move on starting with 
Saturday’s game at home to Leeds 
United.  

This should just about be our 
biggest game of  the season, unless 

of  course we’re fighting for 
promotion in the latter stages.  

One would assume that we’ll be in 
for a big crowd as the visitors will 
no doubt sell out their allocation 
and a bank holiday weekend might 
tempt more to the game.  

However, the much-maligned 
subject of  ticket prices might have 
something to say in this matter.

I covered this ground to some 
extent last season, offering ideas of  
what the club could do as incentives.  

I realise with Financial Fair Play 
that the more the club turns over, 
the more they can spend on players 
which ultimately enhances the 
chances of  success on the pitch.  

But lower prices could ultimately 
bring in more fans and a similar 
income would be equally generated.

Last season, I went to all 23 home 
league games.  

My season ticket cost £390 at an 
approximate cost of  £16.96 per 
game. I am delighted that it is as 
you were again this season and have 
no complaints.  

As a season ticket holder, I feel 

well looked after in terms of  the 
price I pay for the seat I choose to sit 
in every other week.  

My friend last season however, 
could not get a season ticket.  

Not due to finances but because he 
could not commit up front to every 
home game.  

This was due to a combination of  
work and parental commitments.  

Last season, he attended thirteen 
league games and not knowing until 
the day that he could go, he had to 
suffer the extra £2.50 charged for 
paying on the day.  

His total outlay was near on the 
same as what I had paid.  

But what extra did he get on top of  
his 13 games? Absolutely nothing!  

For an almost identical outlay, I 
got ten extra games. Yes, there 
should be protection for season 
ticket holders, but it is not fair to 
have a gap where the non-season 
ticket-holding real fan has to suffer 
more financially.  

Owning a season ticket does not 
quantify a real fan, and attending 
every game is not a requisite action 

 � Town fans at QPR on Saturday – I think it’s time to repay the loyalty of fans by lowering prices and scrapping ‘on the day’ charges

 � Dave Bevis

to justify a real fan. The club should 
look after these fans more and 
should remove the £2.50 ‘on the day’ 
increase and scrap the categorising 
of  games – we’re there to watch 
ITFC, not the opposition.

I’m not alone in this matter.  When 
canvassing opinions on Twitter, 
Steve Lewis said: “With the wage 
bill coming down, what’s the reason 
for inflated matchday costs?  

“You shouldn’t need four or five 
offers a season, just a sensible 
pricing structure.”  

Vandelay Industries thought 
prices were a “disgrace” whilst Sam 
Clements said that it was “a very 
expensive day out now especially if  
taking kids. The club should do 
more promotions.”  

Tim Woodall meanwhile could not 
see any reason or justification why 
the Leeds game should cost him £11 
more than the Millwall game had 
cost and Stephen Moore also agreed 
with me when saying “the gap is too 
big between season ticket holders 
and non-holders and discourages 
additional numbers.”  

Dave recalls 
time at Town 
very fondly
I found myself  talking to ex-Ipswich 
goalkeeper Dave Bevis last week.  

Maybe not a name that younger 
supporters would remember but 
older fans may recall Dave was 
understudy to Roy Bailey during the 
League Championship era under Sir 
Alf  Ramsey.  

Having started out in the youth 
team at Southampton, Dave moved 
into local Saturday football with 
Southampton based side Avenue FC 
before a very surprising knock on 
his door from an Ipswich scout  in 
1959 saw him move onto Portman 
Road, with the anniversary of  this 
date having passed last Wednesday.  

Now Dave, like many of  Mick 
McCarthy’s signings during this 
summer, did not gain his local team 
a fee on departing the club.  

Avenue however, did at least 
receive a set of  shirts, shorts and 
socks for Dave’s services.  

That’s more than nearly all the 
clubs got for those players who 
joined Mick’s revolution in the 
summer!

Dave spent around eight years at 
Portman Road but having suffered a 
broken arm at Charlton early on in 
his career, he found himself  as third 
choice goalkeeper after Sir Alf  
signed Wilf  Hall from Stoke City.  

Dave played over 100 reserve team 
games during a spell at the club that 
also saw him under the wings of  
Jackie Milburn and Bill McGarry 
before moving into non-league foot-
ball with Cambridge City followed 
by short spells at Salisbury and 
Margate.

At the age of  29, Dave packed the 
game up and then moved into the 
Insurance business for 30 years and 
still lives in Claydon today.  

Asked what his memories were he 
said “Ipswich was a great club to be 
at.  

“They looked after you and 
treated you very well.

“I have no regrets from my time at 
the club during a very good era 
other than it was a shame the injury 
prevented me from playing more 
games.”  

� Dave Bevis

DID YOU KNOW?
Tomorrow marks the 58th 

anniversary of Sir Alf Ram-
sey’s first game in charge of 
Ipswich that resulted in a 2-0 
home defeat against Torquay 
United.  Town finished that 
season in third place of Divi-
sion Three (South).


