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Gillingham a bigger club than Ipswich? Don’t be so silly!
I was bemused to hear after Town’s 
pre-season game at Gillingham that 
Gills boss Martin Allen said that we 
lacked ‘quality’.  

That was his opinion of  course in 
his assessment, but it was a daft 
thing to say for a pre-season friendly.  

It’s not the first time he has 
dropped a gaffe when it comes to 
Town. 

A very good friend of  mine, a local 
journalist, told me of  the time that 
he was leaving the ground after a 
game with Allen and the former 
Leicester manager, who must have 
enjoyed a quality four games in 
charge at the Walkers Stadium, 
commented on the nice-looking, 
plush offices that the club had on the 
left of  the driveway heading out of  

the ground.  
My friend had to correct him and 

tell him that they were the new 
county council offices!  

It reminded me of  a chap who I 
used to stand with watching Clacton 
Town a few years back who was a 
Gillingham fan.  

On the eve of  a game between the 
two of  us once, this chap told me 

how The Gills would hammer us and 
continue to be the dominant club out 
of  the two.  

I questioned what he meant by this 
and he came back stating that 
Gillingham had a better history than 
Ipswich and were by the bigger club.  

He wasn’t joking either and nor 
had he been drinking. I’ve been wary 
of  Gillingham folk ever since!

Academy plan is vital for Town

I 
try to be objective when 
commenting on a Town loss 
without showing signs of  
negativity and my realistic 
view is probably in line with 
many others who saw the 

Leeds game on Saturday in that we 
did not do enough to win the game, 
especially in the second-half.  

I thought the visitors were 
organised at best and that’s what 
made it galling that we did not get at 
least a point out of  the game – they 
did nothing spectacular to leave 
Suffolk with all three points.  David 
McGoldrick’s goal was sublime, 
some of  our first-half  play was good 
and that’s where it ends I’m afraid.  

After three losses in our opening 
four league games, you feel that 
whilst it’s not an absolute must, we 
do really need to get at least a point 
at Birmingham this coming 
Saturday.

I have now signed up to become a 
Sir Bobby Robson friend of  the 
ITFC Academy.  

I think that it’s a fantastic idea for 
Town fans to be able to play a part 
in developing a star of  the future 
and this gives us all a real 

opportunity to do so for as little as 
£5 per month for the next five years.

When the club made the 
announcement last year to opt for a 
Category Two Academy, I know that 
this was not very well met by 
supporters, including myself.  

I was part of  over 5,000 fans to sign 
a petition and believed that a club 
such as ours really should be going 
for Category One.  

Now we’re heading in this 

direction, it does of  course mean a 
lot more funding and I know it does 
not sit well with some fans that we 
petitioned for this move in the first 
place and now we’re being asked to 
fund it.  

The benefits of  being a Category 
One Academy are the best way 
forward to put the club back on the 
map for attracting local, national, 
Irish and other European talent and 
then playing against better 
opposition to develop players.  

Increased staffing and facilities 
will aid development. It is the 
nearest we can get back to Sir 
Bobby’s day of  putting the best 
possible youth system in place and 
then making it work.

It’s also a reward for those coaches 
and staff  already in place within the 
Academy set-up. Who would not 
want to work with the best and 
within an elite environment in any 
workplace? 

The worst mistake that Roy Keane 
ever made for the club has resulted 
in the best re-appointment the club 
will ever make in my opinion when 
Bryan Klug returned last year after 
leaving the club under Keane.  

 � Luke Hyam is one of two academy products currently in the Blues’ starting squad.

 � Steve McCall signed my Kevin 
Beattie testimonial programme!

Pre-season saw the likes of  Amir 
Berkane, Kyle Hammond and David 
October given time with the 
first-team squad and we’ve already 
seen glimpses of  Byron Lawrence 
and Jack Marriott.  

Of  course it remains to be seen 
which of  these youngsters goes on 
to have a worthwhile career in the 
game but one thing is for sure, Town 
do need to start nurturing more of  
their own sooner rather than later 
if  they are to meet their target of  
having a squad that is 50% home-
grown by 2017/18.  

Of  the 288 players that I have ever 
seen wear the Town shirt, 42 have 
been loanees. 

Of  the remaining 246, 75 have been 
home-grown. 

That’s an average of  1 in 3.28 
players that started out in the Town 
youth system.   

With only Tommy Smith and Luke 
Hyam regular starters at present, 
Town are short on that average 
figure, but I have every confidence 
that the current regime, with our 
help, will rectify this and we’ll soon 
be hailing the next young star of  
Portman Road.     

Directioners 
brought back 
pier memories
I was away in London last week 
for a couple of  days with the 
family.  

Late Tuesday afternoon, we 
were heading on the under-
ground to Covent Garden, 
contemplating getting off  at 
Piccadilly and walking through 
Leicester Square.  

That was until an announce-
ment was made on the train that 
the latter was closed off  as it had 
reached maximum capacity due 
to being full of  ‘Directioners’.  

The boy-band One Direction 
were in town for their film 
premiere and the place was 
awash with screaming and 
hysterical fans of  theirs.

I wondered what all the fuss 
was about over a group of  young 
men really, and remembered 
when I was similarly around the 
age of  ten when the Ipswich 
Town squad of  the day were due 
to show up at Clacton Pier to 
open the new ‘Corkscrew’ roller-
coaster ride.  

This was in the days of  finish-
ing runners-up in the old First 
Division and winning the UEFA 
Cup.  

So in my own excited and 
hysterical way, I waited with 
what at the time seemed like 
thousands of  others for all of  
Town’s internationals to show 
up.  

There were shouts rumouring 
sightings of  Town players and I 
didn’t know which way to look 
with a pen, autograph book and 
Kevin Beattie’s testimonial 
programme in my hands.  

The upshot was that only Steve 
McCall showed up – and I’d 
barely heard of  him at the time.  

So I had as much luck as the 
Directioners did last week in 
getting closer to my heroes, but I 
do still own a Beattie testimonial 
programme, bizarrely signed by 
McCall!

� Steve McCall signed my Kevin

DID YOU KNOW?
 � It is 75 years to the day 

tomorrow that Town played their 
first ever professional game when 
they beat Southend United 4-2 at 
Portman Road thanks to goals 
from Bryn Davies, Gilbert Alsop 
and Fred Jones (2).  The visitors 
travelled to the game by boat.  

 � Also tomorrow, it is 36 years to 
the day that Town drew 0-0 
against Manchester United at Old 
Trafford and a thief broke into the 
Town dressing room and stole 
Roger Osborne’s false teeth!


