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Stevenage League Cup encounter will bring back memories
Tomorrow night’s trip to Stevenage 
brings back some fond memories for 
yours truly.  

I once had relatives in the 
Hertfordshire town that would take 
me along to Broadhall Way to see 
their beloved Boro’ as they were 
known back then.  

Playing in front of  less than 200 

people in the Diadora League Second 
Division North, this was a far cry 
from where they are today.  

This was late 80’s/early 90’s and I 
became somewhat of  a lucky omen 
for them.  

My first game saw them play 
Wivenhoe Town who were the bigger 
and better side then but are now in 

the Eastern Counties League.  
Boro finished fourth that season, 

won that league the year after and 
this was followed by successive 
championships to find themselves in 
the Premier Division.  

Two years later, they won that to 
enter the Conference and after a 
fifth-placed first season, they won it 

the next year but were denied access 
to the Football League due to ground 
grading problems.  

They had to wait a while before 
their time came again and they now 
sit proudly in League One.  

Whilst I obviously hope for a Town 
win, it would be received with a 
heavy heart.

Town not quite ready for top six

W
e’re back and 
despite the result, 
Town produced an 
encouraging 
performance at 
Reading to 

suggest that the optimistic predic-
tions of  many Town fans could be 
fully justified this season.   

Reading will finish at the top end 
of  the table no doubt and not many 
sides will get a result at the 
Madjeski.  

Not only was Town’s performance 
cause for hope, but we had strength 
in depth on the bench, as well as 
missing Anthony Wordsworth and 
Aaron Cresswell, with the latter 
probably cursing his luck to miss 
out after not missing a minute of  the 
whole of  last season.  The squad has 
taken shape nicely.

Rewind a year to the last close 
season. I was bemoaning that by the 
end of  May, we had not signed 
anyone and was chastised for this 
and accused of  panicking by some.  

The point I was trying to make 
then was that by getting bodies in 
early, it would set a marker to our 

competitors as to how we meant 
business when signing players.  

This time, signing Cole Skuse 
early on made me feel more comfort-
able with how further business 
would be conducted and the ensuing 
nine players that followed has seen 
us go into the season with a much 
healthier squad and one that is just 
about entirely our own with only 
one player on loan.

I’m sure that Mick McCarthy, if  
asked back in May, would like to 
have told us that Richard Stearman 
was near the top of  his wanted list.  

He may have been, but in not 
capturing the Wolves defender, 
McCarthy did not let this prevent 

him from securing other targets. 
I can’t help but feel that if  Paul 

Jewell was still manager, we’d still 
be looking to land Stearman whilst 
ignoring other targets and then rely-
ing on last-minute loans in August.

It is a nice change to enter a new 
season with a positive outlook.  
However, I might be in the minority 
to think that we are not ready for a 
top six finish just yet – that’s not me 
being negative, just realistic.  

Yes, I think we will continue to be 
hard to beat, but when you think of  
clubs like Leicester, Forest, Leeds 
and Blackburn who did not make 
the play-offs last term, I do believe 
we are still a little way short of  their 
quality.

If  you asked any of  their support-
ers which of  our signings they felt 
jealous about in the summer, I’m not 
sure that they would cite too many 
of  the ones we landed.  

Perhaps it’s a lack of  a marquee 
signing that worries me but then the 
last such signing that caused real 
excitement was probably Michael 
Chopra and look how that turned 
out.  

 � Ipswich Town fans turned out in force at Reading on Saturday.  Picture: PAGEPIX

Nevertheless, I’m all for gentle 
progress and I believe we will see 
evidence of  that this term.

As for my own tips for success in 
the Championship this season, I see 
QPR as being naturally the strongest 
side but you only have to look at 
what happened to Wolves and 
Blackburn last term to realise how 
it won’t be that straightforward.  

Nottingham Forest are another 
side that I feel could be in for a good 
year and I expect Reading to be there 
or thereabouts.  As ever, consistency 
will be the key.  Town just need to do 
what they’ve done ever since 
McCarthy joined the club.

Finally, just to leave you with a 
little bit of  optimism. Following an 
unbeaten pre-season, the last time 
this occurred, we similarly won the 
first six games before drawing the 
last and then opened the season 
against....Reading.  

That was the 2003/04 season and 
we then went on to finish fifth and 
McCarthy made the play-offs with 
Sunderland.  

I’d settle for fifth and McCarthy in 
the play-offs with us of  course. 

This time, signing 
Cole Skuse early on 
made me feel more 
comfortable with how 
further business would 
be conducted

Unpopular 
Chops didn’t 
help himself
I was definitely in the minority that 
supported Michael Chopra through 
to the end.  

But his parting shot last week was 
just too much. 

He is a player of  quality no doubt, 
but the problems that shrouded him 
on Twitter were self-inflicted.  His 
well-documented gambling problems 
were not what frustrated me.  

It was his behaviour towards 
Town fans that had me perplexed at 
times.  And seeing how he has 
continued to behave towards 
Sunderland fans, I’m sure we have 
not heard the last from him.

He stated that he ‘left to be some-
where where he felt wanted’ and 
then said that ‘some ITFC fans 
would criticise him and didn’t want 
him at the club’.  Whose fault is 
that?  

If  he was not wanted then why 
was his picture emblazoned across 
the ticket hall at Ipswich train 
station?  Why did the club give him a 
loan to help service his debts and 
why did the club send him to 
America a year ago to help him 
further with his problems?  

Winding fans up with a picture of  
a bag of  money on Twitter did little 
to rectify a fragmenting relationship 
with Town supporters.  

Chopra must have a short memory 
I guess, but I do sincerely hope that 
he sorts himself  out and lets his 
football do the talking again rather 
than his fingers on a keyboard.

As for the subject of  who will be 
the next face at the train station, I 
have it on good authority that it will 
not be a current player.  

It will be a generic image chosen 
by the club.  I’d like to see Sir Alf  
with the league trophy, Sir Bobby 
with the UEFA Cup and Mick Mills 
with the FA Cup personally.

 � The image of Michael Chopra at the 
railway station  
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� The image of Michael Chopra at the

FullerFlavour Blues fan KARL FULLER with his weekly 
take on Town from the terraces

email: tff25@hotmail.co.uk  twitter: @fullerflavour


