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David’s stunner was just like 
watching a Dalian special

L
ast week, I wrote about 
one of  my favourite 
Town victories over 
Middlesbrough and in 
particular the manor 
of  one of  the goals that 

Dalian Atkinson scored in 4-0 win 
in 1988.  

Twenty-five years on, I think we 
can safely say that David 
McGoldrick’s first goal on Saturday 
was up there too with an Atkinson 
special.  

That goal and the introduction of  
Daryl Murphy at half-time went a 
long way to securing the victory.

To be fair, I thought we were prob-
ably the better side in the first 
period anyway and the fact that 
Middlesbrough were leading the 
game at one stage was a little harsh.  

But we learnt that the Blues are 
capable of  going behind and getting 
themselves together to grab a win.

The final score maybe flattered us 
a little but remember that Jason 

Steele in the Boro goal made at least 
two outstanding saves and yet, at the 
other end, Dean Gerken was not 
reciprocally called upon.  That said, 
I thought he did all that was asked 
of  him otherwise and gave our 
defence a more solid look about it.  

One of  my favourite football theo-
ries is that it is sometimes how good 
you are off  the ball as well as how 
good you are on it and I think this 
was another box ticked for Town on 
the day.  

Next weekend sees one of  those 
types of  games that I despise – on a 
Sunday afternoon when we’ve got to 
play catch up on those that have 
already got results around us in the 
table on the preceding Saturday 
afternoon.   

Wigan is our destination and I 
have a very fond memory of  the only 
time I went up there for a Tuesday 
night game back in August 2003, a 
game that Town lost 1-0.  

Afterwards, it was the first time I 

got to meet Ipswich journalist Dave 
Allard as he hitched a ride in our 
car back to his hotel that he was 
staying at for the night.  

While in the car, he was franti-
cally phoning his match report back 
to copy-takers in the Evening Star 
offices in preparation for the follow-
ing days’ newspaper.  

We cracked up as he had to spell 
out all his particulars including 
saying “full stop, new paragraph, 
capital letter.....” and then having to 
repeat the whole charade all over 
again.  

The poor copytaker must have 
thought that her night was never 
going to end.  But I immediately 
took a liking to Dave.  He has 
become a close friend of  mine these 
days I’m pleased to say and an inspi-
ration too.

I was lucky enough a few years 
back to have a full page column in 
the Green Un’ in the days when ‘The 
Fuller Flavour’ was a non-league 

column.  
I enjoyed an adventure interview-

ing some of  the special people 
around the Eastern Counties League 
and yet it was a far cry from my own 
experience of  dealing with copy-
takers when phoning through 
reports for Clacton Town games 
where I would ring up and speak to a 
copytaker myself  to take my report 
at half-time and again at full-time 
and get frustrated at them not hear-
ing properly.  

I’d say “and Hillier scored for 
Clacton...”, she’d reply with “sorry, 
was that Miller?”, “No, Hillier!”.  
And lo and behold, when the report 
went to print, the name would be 
Hitler’ or something equally daft, 
bless them.

It is fair to say though that the 
Green Un would not have been what 
it was without those that worked 
tirelessly behind the scenes, but I do 
wonder if  they miss that gem of  a 
newspaper as much as I do.

Game will be 
night of firsts

Ticket issue 
won’t go away

Tomorrow night’s game against 
Yeovil will be my 650th Town game.
Incredibly, after all those games, this 
landmark one is against opposition 
that I will be watching for the first 
time and furthermore, I will be in a 
different seat than usual, in another 
part of  the ground for the first time.

It will be the first-ever league 
match  between Town and Yeovil. I 
was not at Portman Road eight years 
ago when the west country outfit 
beat us 2-0 in a League Cup tie.  

I will be a very lucky chap tomor-
row night as I will be sitting in the 
Director’s Box and enjoying the 
Hospitality that goes with it as a 
guest of  Kevin Painter.

There he will confirm his 
membership as an ITFC Academy 
Robson business member with 
Simon Milton on the pitch before the 
game.

After my recent article about ticket 
prices, I was pleased to see this 
given more publicity in the Ipswich 
Star and the East Anglian Daily 
Times. The Ipswich Town 
Independent Supporters Trust are 
vowing to tackle this issue too 
(Saturday’s low attendance of  15, 276  
must be of  concern to Town’ board).

I have received correspondence 
from unhappy fans who simply 
cannot be season ticket holders.  
One such fan is Peter Lynham from 
Sudbury who forwarded to me a 
letter he received from the club after 
writing to them about prices.  

This extract from the reply 
beggars belief: “In an effort to 
reward our season ticket holders 
and offer our highly competitive 
season ticket packages/payment 
plans, we set our matchday prices 
accordingly. 

“This is very important to us as 
we endeavour to not only retain our 
current season ticket holders, but 
also encourage new season ticket 
holders and subsequently raise our 
average match attendance at 
Portman Road.”

No season ticket holder that I’ve 
spoken to, in respect of  this escalat-
ing problem, has an issue with the 
cost of  their ticket.  

What the club are not grasping is 
that a number of  supporters can’t 
make every game and do not then 
want to have to pay nearly £30 or 
more for a match. 

 I applaud what the club do for 
season ticket holders, but I urge 
them to drop £2.50 increased charge 
for paying on the day of  the game, 
scrap the categorising of  games and 
be more pro-active in putting deals 
in place to entice more fans to ‘raise 
the average match attendance.

 � David McGoldrcik 
fires his spectacular 
equaliser past Jason 
Steele on Saturday. 
Left, Dalian 
Atkinson 
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