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Painter agrees to sign up as Academy Friend

I have just booked my train ticket 
for the Town game at Blackpool 
early in November and a close 
friend could not believe that I am 
going ‘all that way and back’ in 
one day just to watch football.

When I started to tell them that 
Blackpool away was a short day, 
they were astounded at the time 
and efforts that football fans put 
in to support their team.  

My best effort was back in 
2002. We have just passed the 
11th anniversary of  our UEFA 
Cup tie with Avenir Beggen and 
for the first-leg, I did a full day’s 
work on the Wednesday in 
Clacton before driving up to 
Ipswich to catch a coach leaving 
Portman Road at midnight.

A trip to Dover for the ferry to 
Calais was followed by a six-hour 
coach trip to the Luxembourg 
outfit. 

By the time the game had 
kicked-off, I had been out of  bed 
for some 36 hours and needless to 
say was somewhat exhausted.

This was before doing the same 
journey all the way back to 
Clacton which saw us home at 
10am on the Friday morning and 
crashing out in my bed some 50 
hours after I’d last seen it.

I wouldn’t have swapped the 
experience for anything though.  
My older friends watched Town 
around a whole host of  places in 
Europe in the 70’s and early 80’s 
and they then spent nearly 20 
years telling me how good it was 
and how fans like myself  were 
born at the wrong time and 
would maybe never see Ipswich 
in Europe.

I only made it overseas twice 
but now the next battalion of  
Town fans have come over the 
hill since 2002, I desperately hope 
that one day they get to see 
Ipswich in the Europa League for 
a great number of  them also 
deserve to experience such good 
times. 

Following on from my piece last 
week about myself  signing up to the 
Academy Friends, I have a little 
‘Fuller Flavour’ exclusive for you.

Darts player and super Town fan 
Kevin Painter has also agreed to 
sign up as an Academy Friend and 
furthermore is in the initial stages 
of  organising an exhibition evening 
at Portman Road early in the New 
Year.

Wembley and Lord’s were
both graced by our Mick
Today’s column was written prior to 
Saturday’s game at Birmingham and 
I hope that we got at least a draw to 
lessen the blow of  four defeats in the 
opening five matches of  the season.

August was going to be a hard 
month and will be remembered for 
Town being so near yet so far in both 
performances and results.

So where can we look to bring 
about some more wins in the near 
future.

  I would like to see what more Paul 
Anderson has to offer,

I hope for a fit Paul Taylor, would 
like to see a regular starting berth for 
Ryan Tunnicliffe and to see at least 
something of  Anthony Wordsworth 
before any major concerns start to 
set in.

All of  these players are creative 
and/or attacking players and we need 
to press on in this department.  

I cannot let this week pass without 
a mention of  the cricket and a 
massive well done to England for 
their 3-0 series win over the Aussies.

I’m not sure that we deserved the 
margin of  victory but I’ll take it as, 
with the next series just around the 
corner in Australia, it might not be 
long before the urn is not in our 
custody.

With Ipswich Town and England 
cricket in mind, it had me thinking 
of  that old pub quiz question – can 
you name a footballer who was a 12th 
man in a Wembley FA Cup Final as 
well as a 12th man in an England 
cricket Test series?

Step forward our very own winger 
Mick Lambert.

Mick famously replaced Roger 
Osborne in the 1978 FA Cup Final 
after the goalscorer had collapsed 
with exhaustion and nine years 
earlier, as a member of  the MCC 
youth professionals ground staff, he 
was the 12th man against the West 
Indies at Lord’s. Although Mick did 
not get on the field of  play, it was still 
a memorable occasion and another 
face at the ground added to the 
occasion.

“I used to bring on the drinks for 

the players and did not get to be 
involved in the action,” Mick said.

“It’s a shame that it was not in 
today’s game as players go off  the 
pitch all the time and I would have 
seen plenty of  action!  Cassius Clay 
was the West Indies guest for the 
match and it was great to see him of  
course”.

Before that 1978 Cup Final, Mick 

recalled another good Town era in 
1975 when they were unlucky not to 
do the double.

“We were robbed in the FA Cup 
semi-final replay against West Ham 
and we finished third in the League, 
two points off  Derby County.

“On Boxing Day that season, we 
lost 1-0 at home to Luton Town. 
Before the game, Eric Morecambe 
came into our dressing room, had us 
all in stitches and I’m convinced we 
lost concentration for that game 
which led to the defeat.

“If  we had of  won that game, we 
could well have won the league”.

Then came Mick’s big moment in 
May 1978 picking up an FA Cup 
winners medal.

“I didn’t know until the morning 
of  the game that I was going to be on 

 �   Mick Lambert leading the parade of honour at Wembley after the 1978 FA Cup Final win, behind him, arms aloft, is John 
Wark  Picture: ARCHANT

Cassius Clay was 
the guest for the match 
and it was great to see 
him of course

Mick Lambert

the bench.  It was without a doubt the 
highlight of  my career to get on and 
be a part of  that day”.

The week that followed could not 
have turned out any better either for 
the now 63-year-old who still lives in 
Ipswich.

“After a celebratory do on the 
Sunday, I had my Testimonial game 
on the Monday night at Portman 
Road against an All-Stars XI in front 
of  a crowd of  17,000 and then on the 
Tuesday, we played our last league 
game of  the season at home to 
Wolves.  I then played for Vancouver 
Whitecaps on the Friday”.

Mick was excellent at football and 
cricket, I understand he was very 
good at snooker too but he told me 
that he was even better at tennis!  A 
man for all seasons you could say.

DID YOU KNOW?
 � It is now 50 years since the 

1963/64 season when Ipswich 
trainer Jimmy Forsyth chalked up 
his 600th consecutive game of 
any sort since joining the club 
from Millwall – he never missed a 
game in all that time. It was also 
the season that saw Radio 
Caroline, the first of the ‘pirate’ 
radio stations, go on air just 
outside the three mile limit off the 
Felixstowe coast.

I would not 
have swapped 
experiences 
for anything

This is great news for the club and 
hopefully a number of  Town fans 
and darts fans from around the area 
will support this event which will 
see funds raised go back into the 
Academy.  

I used to be a member of  the 
Clacton branch pool team that 
played in the inter-branch league at 
the ground and then at various 
other places on a Monday evening.

There was also a darts league too 
but Clacton did not fair so well in 
that sport and I recall only playing 
in that particular league for a year.  
The standard was too good for me 
and hopefully a fair few of  those 
players will look forward to this 
event. 

Please watch this space as more 
news will be released as and when 
known.  � Kevin Painter� Kevin Painter


