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Arguments aplenty over who is 
Town’s best-ever loan signing

L
ast weekend, I read a 
lot of  hype in the press 
surrounding a Spanish 
football fixture taking 
place on Sunday evening 
between Villarreal and 

Real Madrid.  
Apparently, there was a particular 

player in the game (Gareth Bale) 
that the rest of  us would look on 
with eager eyes to see how he 
performed and I did not want to 
miss out – especially as this particu-
lar player was going to score.  

So imagine my delight when I 
settled down to see none other than 
Giovani dos Santos playing for 
Villarreal, and scoring too.  I’m glad 
I was sucked in by the hype!

Now I firmly believe that dos 
Santos is the best player ever to play 
in an Ipswich shirt without actually 
being a permanent Blues player and 
this opinion got some debate going 
on Twitter.  

Susan Gardiner, secretary of  the 
Ipswich Town Independent 
Supporters Trust came back with a 
good response as she put the name 
of  George Best forward.  

Even if  it was only in a testimo-
nial game, he still wore the shirt.  
Another such player named was 
Sixto Peralta.  

He was quality too, and a player 
that I wish could have signed 
permanently.  

Then I found myself  in a chal-
lenge with Town fan Steve Lewis as 
we decided to battle out a ‘Best Town 
Loan XI’ against a ‘Worst Town Loan 
XI’.

The criterion was that our selec-
tions could only be players who only 
played on loan and did not subse-
quently play for Town at any time as 
a permanent player.  

I went for the ‘Worst XI’ and then 
with my own stringent criteria set 
(my players were only allowed to 
have started five games or less), here 
is what I came up with:

Goalkeeper: Tom Carson.   
Defenders: Michael Clegg, Mark 
Fish, Matthew Bates and Reece 

Brown.  Midfielders: Paolo 
Vernazza, Tony Dinning and 
Jonathan Hunt.  Forwards: Ian 
Juryeff, Raphael Meade and Tyrone 
Barnett.  

Now one or two selections there 
may have been a bit harsh of  me as 
the individual players themselves 
may not be bad, but with just 18 

starting appearances 
between them all, one does 
have to question the point of  
their actual signings as loanees 
in the first place.

Steve’s ‘Best XI’ meanwhile 
looked like this: Goalkeeper: Asmir 
Begovic.  Defenders: Matthew Bates, 
Richard Stearman and Matt Elliott.  

Midfielders: Andros Townsend, 
Sixto Peralta, Jack Colback, Mark 
Noble and Alan Mahon.  Forwards: 
Giovani dos Santos and Ricardo 
Fuller.

Meanwhile, another Town fan, 
Chris Bolton offered up the follow-
ing ‘Best’ and ‘Worst’ XI’s:

Best XI – Goalkeeper: Begovic.  
Defenders: Moritz Volz, Stearman, 
Elliott and David Unsworth.  
Midfielders: Noble, Keith Andrews, 
Dos Santos, Peralta and Mahon.  
Forward: DJ Campbell.  

Worst XI – Goalkeeper: Stephen 
Bywater.  Defenders: Reece Wabara, 
Clegg, Mark Fish and Darren O’Dea.  
Midfielders: Dinning, Nigel 
Reo-Coker and Simon Walton.  
Forwards: Bilel Mohsni, Rory Fallon 
and Marlon Harewood.

It just shows how opinions sepa-
rate fans and although I set a partic-
ular criterion for my selections, it’s 
interesting to see that Matthew 
Bates, pictured below, for example 
was in my worst XI but in Steve’s 
best XI.  

Hopefully that between the three 
of  us, we’ve provided a number of  
loan players that you may or may 
not recall, depending of  course what 
your memories of  them are!

� I would have settled for a point 
at Wigan before kick-off  yesterday 
but judging on the number of  
chances we spurned, I am cut a frus-
trated figure at yet another defeat. 

How did we lose that 2-0? Simple, 
missing chances cost us I’m afraid 

and I guess if  we haven’t 
got the quality to take 
them when it matters.

We have now lost to all 
three sides relegated 
from last season’s 
Premier League, this 
campaign, but have we 
really deserved noth-
ing out of  all three 
games?   

And still only one 
away win in the whole 

of  2013! 

My first taste 
of hospitality 
was excellent
I enjoyed hospitality last Tuesday 
night for the Yeovil Town game.

I had never experienced a 
hospitality package at a home 
game before in 35 years of  watch-
ing Ipswich and, in my previous 
649 games anywhere, the only 
time I’d ever had hospitality was 
at Arsenal’s Emirates Stadium in 
the League Cup semi-final not too 
long ago.

It was certainly different to 
being in the North Stand and 
worth doing if  you’ve ever 
thought about it.  

We started the evening in the 
Champions’ Lounge where we 
were greeted by Simon Milton 
who was a top host to us.  

When my accomplice Kevin 
Painter went down to the pitch to 
speak to Rob Chandler, I was 
advised to make my way up to 
the director’s box but was left to 
find my own way and to say the 
corridors beneath the Co-Op 
stand are a bit of  a maze is a bit 
of  an understatement.  

At one stage, I walked into a 
kitchen, almost into the board-
room and then straight into the 
path of  the legend that is Mick 
Mills.  

I found my way eventually to 
where I needed to be and it was 
not long before we were watching 
the game from what has to be 
said, the most cramped space I’ve 
ever watched football.  The seats 
were comfy enough though.

I found myself  sitting next to a 
guy I knew but had not seen for 
many years in Peter Smith and 
the view was much better than 
my usual row B position.

Hospitality was completed with 
a visit to the boardroom at half-
time and full-time all topped off  
by three points.  

Not a bad way to celebrate my 
650th game and thanks to Kevin 
and Milts for a great night.  

 � Former Town favourite Giovanni 
Dos Santos is now plying his trade for 
Villareal. Left, Mark Fish made 
it into Karl Fuller’s worst 
loan players XI. 

 � Karl bumped into Mick Mills 
inadvertently

 � Adam Tanner is interviewed in the 
latest edition of Turnstile Blues

Tanner opens up in latest edition of fanzine
Within the past week or so, issue 
three of  the fanzine Turnstile Blues 
went on sale.  

This issue is dedicated to the ITFC 
Academy and has been named 
‘Children of  the Revolution’.  

It is probably the best of  the three 
issues produced so far and a big well 
done to those involved.

Among the many articles packed 
into the 46 pages are various features 
written dedicated to the academy by 

Grant Bage. Alasdair Ross and Joe 
Fairs, while Susan Gardiner writes a 
very interesting piece on Sir Bobby 
Robson.  

There is also a compelling inter-
view with Adam Tanner by Emma 
Corlett as the former Blues young-
stewr opens up to the problems, 
which involved drinking and drugs,  
that blighted his career at Portman 
Road.

What struck me most was how 

Adam went into great detail about 
his problems. Although they were a 
good number of  years ago, you still 
get a strong sense of  emotion 
coming through with his words.

I am convinced too that not only 
was there a lot of  regret, but there 
was a very deep sense of  apprecia-
tion from Adam as to how the club 
stood by him.   

This interview alone made this 
issue worth a pound alone.


