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FullerFlavour Blues fan KARL FULLER with his weekly 
take on Town from the terraces
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Everyone should really have 
a favourite non-league side This coming Saturday sees 

Middlesbrough back at Portman Road 
– one of  my lucky opponents.

I have seen Town play them on 12 
occasions and only seen us lose twice. 
Thankfully I never saw the one defeat 
that mattered back in 1981.

But my favourite memory is a 4-0 
win – no, not the one last season, but 
the one back in April 1988 that turned 
out to be the Dalian Atkinson show.

I don’t think that we have seen a 
better hat-trick in a Town shirt since 
that day and maybe never will.

The way he tore the Boro defensive 
partnership of  Gary Pallister and 
Tony Mowbray apart is still vivid to 
this day. One of  his goals was perhaps 
the best individual goal I’ve ever seen 
at Portman Road too but that’s what 
you got with Atkinson. 

He was an unbelievable talent.
He scored a number of  goals for 

Town, not many were run of  the mill 
and when he had the ball 30 yards out 
from goal, he had the crowd on the 
edge of  their seats.

Back to Boro, I have never seen 
them score more than a single goal in 
a game against us, hopefully that will 
be the case on Saturday and we’ll 
stick at least a couple away ourselves.

Saturday was National Non-League 
day and I hope a few of  you got out to 
your local club to give them some 
much-needed support.

Football is of  course dominated by 
money and if  we think that ITFC strug-
gle in comparison to some clubs then 
spare a though for the non-league clubs 
and what they have to do to merely 
survive.

I’ve had a big involvement with my 
local club for a number of  years and 
some of  my Ipswich supporting friends 
have thought that I’ve been mad to do 
so at times – the same friends that have 
never tried non-league football I’ll add.

Everyone should have a favourite 
non-league club as well as a profes-

It will be some time before the house 
that Marcus built takes pride of place
I have a friend called Mike who is 
currently a sitting tenant in a rented 
house that for a while has not seen 
its best years and has been looking 
very sorry for itself  compared to the 
much stronger and better looking 
houses it its immediate vicinity.

The walls had cracks, there was a 
degree of  subsidence and in what is 
quite an upmarket neighbourhood, it 
is a house that is not currently an 
attractive proposition in the buyers’ 
market.

The next-door neighbour in stark 
contrast is going from strength to 
strength with his property. He’s had 
new windows installed, new clad-
ding, a new roof  and a garden to 
dream for.

Mike’s landlord decided to throw 
money at his ailing property a while 
back and gave it somewhat of  a 
makeover.

But the new wallpaper merely 
covered the cracks and, despite the 
best efforts to shore up the holes at 
the back, there were still too many 
gaps for one to feel secure – it was not 
money being wisely spent.

Then the penny dropped for the 
landlord.

He decided that in order to get his 
house in order, he would need to start 
at the bottom and form solid founda-
tions on which to rebuild.

The work required is taking some 
time with the landlord only prepared 
to spend what he can afford within 
the parameters of  his budget.

Mike is having to endure some 
tough times in the knowledge that it 
could still be a fair while before this 
house is remotely back to its best 
with much work still to be done.

As for his neighbour, well he’s still 

happy splashing the cash with an 
extension added to his property, 
completed in darkness at the 11th 
hour last Monday evening.

Mike sees so much spending is 
going on next door, while his own 
landlord is going about his business 
in a sensible manner . . .

 � Christophe Berra gets above Birmingham defender Dan Burn to score at St 
Andrew’s. Right, Ipswich Town manager Mick McCarthy.  
 Pictures: PAGEPIX LTD/SARAH LUCY BROWN

And this is precisely where paral-
lels can be drawn with Ipswich 
Town.

Many supporters were demanding 
cash to be spent last week on players 
as transfer deadline day came and 
went and quite simply, Marcus Evans 
has probably learnt that throwing 
money at the cause does not guaran-
tee success.

He is getting his own house in 
order and with Mick McCarthy at the 
helm, he is looking to underpin the 
squad with solid rather than spec-
tacular foundations. Yes, there are 
clubs neighbouring us in the league 
table spending a bit of  money – some 
more than others using their 
rewards for having their 
Premiership place repossessed!

The situation is what it is at 
Ipswich and we need to get used to 
the idea.

The rebuilding work will not be 
pretty and it could be a while before 
the place is where we want it to be.  
That said we do need to build on the 
result and performance last week at 
Birmingham, especially the first-
half  which should give much hope 
for the next few games ahead.

Yes, we have had a hard start and 
we have got some difficult fixtures 
out of  the way but we have two 
winnable home games to come 
against Middlesbrough and Yeovil.

There is every opportunity for this 
side to now settle and go on a run 
that can get us back on track and get 
a few wins under our belts.

Remember last term we went into 
the start of  November with just 
seven points, I’m sure we’ll have 
more than that on the board going 
into this November, yet it will be a 
while longer yet before the house 
that Marcus built takes pride of  
place once more.

DID YOU KNOW?
 � It was 49 years ago yesterday 

that the legendary Jackie Milburn 
resigned as manager of Ipswich 
Town due to poor health with the 
side firmly rooted to the bottom of 
Division Two.  

I like playing Middlesbrough!

sional club and spend a bit of  time at 
grass roots level to understand that 
football can still be a sport.

In Suffolk, there has never been a 
better time to get involved.

Not so long ago, there was no Suffolk 
club at any level between ITFC and the 
Eastern Counties League.  AFC 
Sudbury were the first Suffolk club to 
step out of  the ECL and since then, the 
likes of  Lowestoft, Bury Town, Leiston 
and Needham Market have not only 
joined them but made an excellent fist 
of  being relatively successful.

In Suffolk, these clubs and others 
have got it good with the coverage 
afforded to them by the local media, 
newspapers and radio.

 � Bury Town and Wealdstone in action 
on Saturday – Non-League Day
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