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P
aul Anderson’s claim 
last week that Ipswich 
are in a good position at 
present is akin to my own 
assessment of  the start 
that Town have made to 

the season.  
Sitting in eleventh place and just 

five points off  the play-off  places 
after the tough start to the campaign 
we’ve had is certainly a position that 
I did not overly expect to see us in.

Putting into context how we are 
faring, after eleven games last 
season, we were 23rd in the table 
and it took until November 10 to 
pass the ten point mark with a win 
over Burnley.  

Another win over Burnley in our 
next game could see us in touching 
distance of  the top six and that’s 
real progress in my opinion.

When you consider the old adage 
in football of  ‘you’re only as good as 
the money you’ve spent’ then Town 
are punching above their weight 
with only Aaron Cresswell of  our 
regular starting XI having been 
signed for a fee.  

Plenty to build on and the signs 
are a lot more encouraging than this 
time last season. 

If  we can tighten up at the back 
again and continue to score the 
goals we’re scoring, then we will not 
go far wrong.  Incidentally, we’ve hit 
18 goals so far this term, we had to 
wait until the 2-1 win at Bolton in 
December to reach that figure last 
season!

Meanwhile, I was recently 
contacted by Tom Maxwell, Author 
of  the book ‘The Fabulous Baker 
Boys’ who arranged for his 
publisher to send me a copy.  

To get a free book was a result but 
an excellently written one with a 
great story behind the Baker broth-
ers was an even bigger bonus.

Older Town fans will no doubt 
recall Gerry Baker, who sadly passed 
away in August, for his goalscoring 
exploits in the 1960’s. The book’s 
sub-heading reads ‘The greatest 
strikers Scotland never had’.  

It is an absolutely fascinating 
story littered with quirky facts that 
you wouldn’t believe possible.  

The pair were products of  
Scottish parents, spoke with broad 
Scottish accents, yet Joe became the 
first player to play for England 
having never played in the English 
League.  

Born in Liverpool and raised in 
Scotland, he even made it to Sir Alf  
Ramsey’s initial 1966 World Cup 
squad.

Gerry meanwhile became the first 
top-flight European footballer to 
represent the USA having been born 
in New Rochelle, New York and 
when he played for St Mirren, he 
became known as the ‘Yank of  Love 
Street’.  

He scored in every round of  their 
Scottish Cup success in 1959 and a 
year later, he scored 10 goals in a 15-0 
Scottish FA Cup victory over 
Glasgow University.  

When he joined Ipswich in 
December 1963, he became Town’s 
record signing at the time costing 
£17,000!

He had a stunning career for 
Town spanning five seasons where 
he netted 66 goals in 152 games.  

He is one of  only four Town play-
ers to net three consecutive Town 
hat-tricks with only Ray Crawford 
and Ted Phillips doing so before him 
and John Wark since. 

And a quiz question for you....  
Who is the only player to score a 

hat-trick for Ipswich Town but finish 
on the losing side?  The answer of  
course is Gerry Baker, who did so 
when Town lost 6-3 at Tottenham in 
April 1964.  

One of  Gerry’s darkest moments 
was playing in Town’s record 10-1 
defeat at Fulham on Boxing Day in 
1963 with Gerry netting the least 
consoling of  consolation goals.  

Capped seven times by the USA, 
Gerry left Town for Coventry City in 
November 1967 in a £20,000 move. He 
also played for Motherwell, Chelsea, 
Manchester City, Brentford and 
Margate.

I could never do the book justice 
in this column and a massive well 
done to Tom Maxwell for his ground 
work research into writing such a 
fascinating book which is available 
as a hardback for £14.99. 
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Tune in to my radio debut this Wednesday evening 
I will be making my ICR FM Radio 
debut on Wednesday evening when 
Dave Allard and myself  will be 
joining host Graham Blackburn on 
the Naked Football Show at 6pm.  

Living in Clacton, I don’t hear 
the programme until it is made 
available the next day by the 
station as an MP3 file and I really 

do enjoy listening to the varied folk 
who take part in the show discuss-
ing the latest Town topics.

I’m not sure what we’ll be 
discussing as yet but with Dave in 
the studio too, I’m sure it will be 
great fun and I can’t wait.  The only 
other radio experience I’ve ever 
had was a weekly two-minute bulle-

tin on Dream 100 (based in 
Colchester) reporting on Clacton 
Town.  

Dream were the club’s sponsor at 
the time and with the money being 
paid out to players too, they were 
aptly nicknamed the ‘Dream Team’.

I would watch a game on the 
Saturday and then on the Monday 

morning, I would ring the studio 
up and do my piece about the game 
and any other relevant news and 
this was aired intermittently 
during the next couple of  days or 
so.  

That was an enjoyable experi-
ence, as I’m sure Wednesday night 
will be too.

One of  my favourite memories of  
being a young Town fan back in 
the late 70’s and early 80’s was 
being a Junior Blue and looking 
forward very much to my 
birthday.  

For back in the day, the occa-
sion was marked with a person-
ally signed card in the post from 
your favourite player.  

I don’t know what happened to 
most of  them but I do still 
possess a card from Eric Gates 
and one signed by Kevin Wilson 
too. The card would show a 
picture of  the team group on the 
front with the picture accompa-
nied by the words ‘Happy 
Birthday’ and as I said, a 
message and autograph inside.

I don’t know if  the Junior 
Blues get anything like this now 
but they certainly didn’t ten 
years or so ago when my boys 
were younger.

However, one person who did 
receive a signed card last week 
was super Town fan Phil ‘Moped’ 
Corton of  Clacton.  

Moped celebrated his birthday 
last Tuesday (belated happy 
birthday to you) and he was 
delighted to receive a card from 
his mate Dave Allard.  

He was equally delighted to 
receive another card from none 
other than Town boss Mick 
McCarthy, who even took the 
time to write a message thanking 
Moped for his support.  

Well done all for making 
Moped’s birthday a special one.

 � Following my story last 
week about collecting ITFC 
programmes, I received a 
message from Julie Young who is 
looking to sell her Ipswich 
programme collection spanning 
nearly thirty years.  If  anyone is 
interested in finding out more, 
Julie can be e-mailed at: Julie.
young59@icloud.com

Many happy 
returns to 
fan ‘Moped’
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