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Johnny will always be a Town 
favourite among Blues’ fans

J
ohnny Miller was once 
touted to be the first black 
player to play for the full 
England team while he 
was plying his trade with 
Ipswich Town.

However, he left the club for arch-
rivals Norwich City before scoring 
two goals for the Canaries against 
Town in a League Cup tie.

Yet he’ll always remain a favourite 
among Town fans of  yesteryear.

John Miller played 63 times for 
Town between March 1969 and 
March 1974 and if  he was as infec-
tious to have at the club as he was 
talking to me recently, then I’m sure 
he was a great person for Sir Bobby 
Robson to have around the place in 
his early days.

John recalled his time at Portman 
Road enthusiastically: “They were 
fantastic times and the best days of  
my career really,” he said.

“To play for Bobby was brilliant 
and like any other player would say, 
he was a great man as well as a great 
manager.

“He was like a dad to me. I once 
got in a little bit of  bother, nothing 
serious, but he was great at sorting 
that out for me and that was just the 
way he was.”

As for those England ‘call-up’ 
claims, John had already tasted the 
international scene in his younger 
days.

“I was called up by the England 
Schoolboys but that turned out to be 
a bit daunting,” admitted Johnny.

“I hadn’t really travelled 
anywhere and I was a local boy who 
had to catch a train on my own to 
London and then on to Lilleshall to 
join up with the squad.

“There were lads there a bit older 
than me and when we got to play 
together they wouldn’t pass to me or 
involve me and I wasn’t street-wise 
enough to do anything about that.”

While John enjoyed his time at 
Ipswich, a surprising move came 
and to compound the surprise, it 
was to rivals Norwich City.

“I was out of  the team at Ipswich 

for a while and Bobby said to me 
that Norwich were enquiring after 
my services,” said Johnny.

John Bond wanted to speak to me 
and I wasn’t sure what to do. Bobby 
said there was no pressure to sell me 
but to see what they had to say and I 
ended up joining them in a move 
worth £50,000.”

The unthinkable then happened 
for Town fans as – later in the 
1974/75 season and in a fifth round 
League Cup replay – Miller scored a 
brace in a 2-1 win at Portman Road 
that ultimately secured Norwich’s 
passage through to the semi-final 
which they won, to go on to meet 
Aston Villa in the Final at Wembley 
where they lost 1-0.

“I remember that only too well 

and it was very strange being an 
Ipswich lad and then player to score 
twice against them for Norwich,” he 
admitted. As for the final, John 
played but knew he shouldn’t have. I 
had a lot of  knee trouble and leading 
up to the final, I had to have fluid 
removed and knew early in the game 
I wasn’t fit,” he said.

“I asked the manager if  I could 
come off  at half-time but he wasn’t 
having any of  it.”

Having followed Peter Morris out 
of  Ipswich to Norwich, Miller then 
followed Morris to Mansfield and he 
still lives there today having 
recently retired as a Leisure Centre 
manager.

“I look out for all my old clubs but 
Ipswich is the first score I look for,” 

he said. “I still have family in the 
Town and get back when I can. I 
think Town are on the right track 
now under Mick McCarthy and I 
hope he stays.”

Finally, back to Town and another 
away game without a win on 
Saturday at Bolton.

I’ve worked out exactly why they 
have yet to win away – they’re 
saving themselves for my next game 
as I make my first away trip of  the 
season to Blackpool! 

 � Paul Anderson has a first-half shot during Ipswich Town’s 1-1 draw at Bolton on 
Saturday. Inset, the popular Johnny Miller  Main photo: PAGEPIX LTD

Joe was my best manager never to win anything at Town
Every so often, I find an anniversary 
date for you and this week, I have 
not one, but three. 

The first of  these is that it is 11 
years today that Town appointed Joe 
Royle, inset, to succeed George 
Burley in the managerial hot-seat 
and I believe that he was the best 
manager Town ever had not to win 
anything.

It is said that in his time manag-
ing Town Joe helped reduce our 

wage bill massively and at the 
same time, he took us to succes-
sive play-off  semi-finals, losing 
to West Ham on each occasion 
in 2003/04 and 2004/05.

If  Royle had been given 
the money that Jim 
Magilton, Roy 
Keane and Paul 
Jewell were 
given then I 
have no 

doubts that he would have led 
us to the Premier League.

His win ratio as Town 
boss was less than two per 
cent of  Sir Bobby Robson’s, 

while comparing the loss 
ratio of  the same two, 

Royle’s was only 
worse by 0.72%. By 
all accounts, he 

was a top bloke 
too.

Today is also the 16th anniversary 
of  the birth of  the ‘Tractor Boys’ tag 
as Town supporters responded to  
the goading of  Birmingham fans 
with  a chorus of  ‘1-0 to the Tractor 
Boys.’

Finally, it is the 18th anniversary 
of  one of  the most extraordinary 
goals ever witnessed by Town fans 
as Geraint Williams ran from the 
halfway line at Elm Park, Reading, 
to score, in a 4-1 Town win. 

They call me ‘Statto’ at my local 
club FC Clacton for always 
digging up useful stats and poten-
tials for lucky omens. 

I can’t help myself  and guess I 
get bored all too easily.

I’m much the same when it 
comes to Town too and with a 
rare Friday evening game this 
week against Barnsley, I thought 
I would research when Town last 
played a Friday night game at 
Portman Road.

I was happy to note that this 
came in 1999/2000 and we all 
know what happened at the end 
of  that season. Yes, we’ve had a 
Friday game or two since then, 
but they were Boxing Day lunch-
time/afternoon games.

But the last time we played 
under the lights on a Friday saw 
a 0-0 draw against Tranmere 
Rovers.

The starting XI for Town had 
ten of  the players that went on to 
play in the play-off  final, appro-
priately against Barnsley. There 
was also a substitute appearance 
from the legendary Jonas 
Axeldal.

The game that night was 
remembered for Tranmere goal-
keeper Joe Murphy saving a 
Mark Venus penalty after David 
Johnson was fouled. Johnson 
incidentally was paraded as 
Scotland’s latest national recruit 
in the week leading up to the 
game before the embarrassment 
of  finding out that he was not 
eligible to play for the Tartan 
Army and his international 
career with them was over before 
it begun!

Another 0-0 draw on Friday 
night would be more than accept-
able if  we were to triumph again 
at Wembley next May.

Last time out 
it was a 0-0 
Friday draw

FullerFlavour Blues fan KARL FULLER with his weekly 
take on Town from the terraces
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 � Mark Venus’ penalty was saved in 
Town’s last Friday night match at 
Portman Road, in November 1999


