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As good as it gets for Town fans

T
hat was as good as it has 
been for a long time on 
Saturday.  

There was no denying 
we deserved the win. At 
times, the football was 

sublime and the atmosphere just as 
good!

My brother Shaun was attending 
his first game since ironically we 
lost at home to Brighton on New 
Year’s Day and I made him aware 
beforehand of  the class of  David 
McGoldrick. I’m pleased that he saw 
at first-hand what an excellent player 
he is.

Brighton were a pale shadow of  
their side last season and maybe 
with a number of  key players miss-
ing, it was not surprising.  But 
remember, they were unbeaten in 
their last six games prior to Saturday 
and to round off  a great day, the 
Town fans were loud and proud and 
anyone underneath the Sir Bobby 
Robson lower tier at half-time would 
have heard them in excellent voice.  
Two away games to come and I am 

hoping for a good four point return.
I wrote recently about attending my 

650th Ipswich game and whilst this 
meant a lot to me, this sort of  statistic 
means nothing to anyone else.  

I’m not going to get a medal for it, 
no ‘well done’ and more likely a few 
‘so whats?’  

But I received an e-mail this week 
that led me onto a phone call with 
someone who does deserve a medal 
for his support of  Town over the 
years.

Brian Bell from Chantry, Ipswich, 
wrote to say that at the young age of  
72, he has only missed 11 home 
games since he was 15.

He told me how the early years 
progressed for him. 

“My Dad used to watch Ipswich in 
the 40’s and 50’s but never took me,” 
Brian said.  

“In those days, men would go to 
the pub before the game and after-
wards would either go straight back 
to the pub or home for tea.  

“He didn’t want me hanging 
around him. Then as I got older, only 

four things mattered. I was a Teddy 
Boy, loved rock and roll, I loved the 
girls and Ipswich Town.”

Brian reckoned on attending over 
1,800 games in his time and by trade 
was a carpenter.  

Having never lived more than 
three miles from the ground and 
being born within the sound of  the 
Portman Road crowd, he has even 
played a part in the building of  one 
of  our stands on not one but two 
occasions.  

“When they rebuilt the North 
Stand in 1962, I helped to work on 
that with former Town goalkeepers 
Wilf  Hall and David Best.  Then 
when they knocked the North Stand 
down again in 2002, I also worked on 
the new stand again.”

There was no hesitation in Brian 
recalling his two favourite memories 
of  following Town from the moment 
I asked.  

“Without a doubt, the FA Cup 
Final was a tremendous day and 
when my son Gareth was born, we 
gave him a middle name of  Osborne. 

“And I’ll never forget the day we 
won the old first division. Waiting 
for the score from the Burnley game 
was a really tense moment and to 
find out we had won the league in 
our first season was unbelievable.”

Then came the night that Town 
returned to the Premier League in 
2000 which Brian recalled excitedly.  

“We played Manchester United 
and the Sir Alf  Ramsey statue was 
unveiled. I was lucky enough to meet 
Lady Charlton and I said to her that 
there was no way that United would 
win that evening as Sir Alf  was 
watching over us and we drew 1-1.”  

Brian still has a season ticket in 
the Co-Op stand lower tier, attending 
games with son Gareth and grand-
children Kieron and Harvey.  

When comparing today with that 
of  the Bobby Robson’s time, Brian 
summarised how the eras compared 
quite nicely.  

“The Robson era was like life in 
general. You took it for granted and 
you didn’t really appreciate what you 
had until it was gone.”
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Travel sick Blues look to end away day woes at Pride Park
What is it about Town not being 
able to win away these days?  

We’ve had narrow defeats 
against Reading, QPR and Wigan 
who were all in the Premier 

League last season, and we have 
of  course suffered a league cup 
exit at the hands of  League One 
Stevenage.

The only win of  2013 came at 

Derby in April and this was in 
fact only the second time we have 
won away not wearing our blue 
kit under Mick McCarthy.  

Our next away trip of  course is 

tomorrow night when we visit.....
Derby! A lucky ground for us in 
recent years and wearing blue 
might just help us find that 
elusive second away win of  2013.

Life and all that goes with it, 
especially from a technological 
viewpoint, has changed 
tremendously in the 30 odd 
years since I was a boy, as it 
had done in the 30 odd years 
preceding that.  

What it all means today in the 
world of  football is that you can 
just about watch a live game 
seven days a week being played 
somewhere or other around the 
world.  

This of  course is mainly 
thanks to Sky television and it 
cannot be doubted what they 
have brought to the game, but 
after a number of  years of  
being overfed ‘live’ games, it is 
not the treat it once was to 
watch a rare televised game.

In around 1981, I discovered 
local radio and Radio Orwell on 
257MW. In those days, Peter 
Slater, now of  Radio 5, covered 
Ipswich Town games but not 
with live commentary.  

The studio would go to the 
game he was at every 15 
minutes and should there have 
been a goal scored during the 
Town game in the middle of  say 
Making Your Mind Up by Bucks 
Fizz or Stand & Deliver by 
Adam & The Ants, then a jingle 
would play with the scream of  
‘Goal Action’ over the top which 
lasted about five seconds and 
that had you on tenterhooks 
wondering if  it was a goal for 
or against Town before they 
crossed live to Slater.  

Then platforms such as 
Ceefax and mobile phone Apps 
soon took away that 
excitement!  

Saturday’s visit of  Brighton 
reminded me of  a time in the 
late 80’s when I saw Ipswich 
away at their old Goldstone 
Ground on the last day of  the 
season when we had to win and 
Swindon had to lose in order 
for us to make the play-offs.  

We won 1-0 thanks to a 6th 
minute goal from Mich D’Avray 
and after the final whistle, we 
had the wait of  what was 
happening at Swindon.  

Mobile phones were not 
around of  course and it was 
rare that someone had a radio 
and when someone shouted that 
Swindon had lost, we all 
believed him and got on the 
train home spending the rest of  
the evening thinking that 
Ipswich had made the play-offs.  

They hadn’t – Swindon had 
won!  

Can you imagine now not 
having the means of  finding out 
what’s going on at games 
elsewhere?

So much has 
changed for 
supporters
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