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Positivity is the word and it has 
been a half-decent week or so
S

aturday’s draw at 
Sheffield Wednesday  
rounded off  a half-decent 
return for Town in the 
past week or so with five 
points taken from the 

nine available – especially as two 
games were away from home.

They say that if  you win your 
home games and draw your away 
games, then that’s promotion in the 
bag.  We’ve done that in the past 
week and have only been beaten 
once now in seven games, that of  
course was at Wigan when we 
perhaps did not deserve to lose.

Add to that the announcement of  
David McGoldrick winning the 
Championship Player-of-the-Month 
award for September and it’s not 
been a bad old week has it? 

I’m forgetting the way Town 
collapsed in the second period at 
Derby and the fact that Wednesday 
are yet to win this season. My posi-
tivity is gained from our current top 
ten position compared to the posi-
tion and the state of  the club this 
time last year.

Last Tuesday night’s draw at 
Derby was one of  those rare games 
that crop up from time-to-time when 
one side is so far ahead at half-time 
that there can realistically only be 
one winner.

But then again, name me the last 
team to win a football match at 
half-time?

I cannot remember the last time I 
have a known a game to have four 
goals scored in the first 15 minutes 
and Town looked good value for a 
win and even better value when they 
added a fourth before the break.

But of  course a first away win of  
the season was not to be on the night 
and boy, didn’t Mick McCarthy’s 
boys come in for some criticism for 

snatching a draw from the jaws of  
victory.

Don’t get me wrong, I was disap-
pointed not to win the game, espe-
cially from a position of  being 4-1 in 
front. But the methodical side of  me 
calculated at half-time that if  we 
could have such a great half  and 
Derby such a poor one, there was no 
reason why the roles could not be 
reversed in the second period.

You just knew that if  the Rams 
scored in the first couple of  minutes 
in the second-half  then they would 
give themselves a good 40 minutes to 
find two more. And as soon as Craig 
Bryson had scored, I knew the writ-
ing was on the wall for Town.

So was it fair to pull the boys 

apart? Many of  us have seen it all 
before and watched the game long 
enough not to be surprised at what 
happened. 

There were some on the night 
with short memories saying that 
‘only Ipswich can throw away such a 
lead.’

Well I recall Arsenal being in an 
even better position at Newcastle a 
couple of  years ago when they led 
4-0 at half-time and drew 4-4.

Yes, you should see it out with 
such a stronghold on the game and 
quality sides would do so every time. 
Very good sides would see it out nine 
times out of  ten and Arsenal would 
have seen their position out at least 
eight times out of  ten. We’re not at 

the quality, the very good or the 
Arsenal stage yet and it happened.

Shouldn’t we give a bit of  credit to 
Derby too?

Incidentally, the last time Town 
drew an away game 4-4 was back in 
the 1936/37 season in the Southern 
league when we had a similar escape 
to that of  Derby’s when we found 
ourselves 4-2 down at half-time 
thanks to a hat-trick by Yeovil’s 
Dave Halliday.

Jock Carter was the Town hero 
with a hat-trick of  his own.

So drawing an away game 4-4 once 
in 76 years should not be too much 
to get worried about.

I wonder if  we will be about to see 
the next one?

 � Daryl Murpy heads wide of the target during the second half against Sheffield Wednesday  Photo: PAGEPIX LTD

 � Ipswich Town’s 1981 UEFA Cup-winning squad, all signed too!  

Very good result after a visit to the car boot!
Reading of  Town-related memora-
bilia going on sale had me thinking 
about one of  my most prized posses-
sions that I have managed to get my 
hands on and barely spent a penny 
on obtaining it.

I was in my early teens when I 
decided to collect programmes from 
Ipswich home games in earnest. I 
collected until last year in fact and 
managed to get to as many as 45 
completed seasons – all in binders 
too.

Lack of  space and interest led me 
to selling the collection.  But this 
one very special item will never ever 
leave me.

I had visited a local car boot sale 

one Sunday morning which because 
of  the time I would invariably roll 
out of  bed, was just starting to see 
its traders packing up when I 
arrived. As luck would have it, I 
spotted one such trader about to lift 
a box of  football programmes into 
his car and more importantly, 
Ipswich programmes.  I asked the 
guy how much the programmes 
were and I guess in his desperation 

I note that some 
Allan Hunter 
(pictured) memo-
rabilia is to go 
under the 
auctioneers 
hammer at 
Lockdales, the 
Auctioneers, of  
Martlesham, on 
October 17.

A ‘Big Al’ testimonial 
programme is accompanied by 
his sportsman’s dinner menu 
signed by Sir Bobby Robson and 
most of  his UEFA Cup-winning 
squad.

On Tuesday, November 3 1981, 
a crowd of  more than 15,000 saw 
Celtic beat Town at Portman 
Road on Hunter’s big night.

More than 5,000 Celtic fans 
bolstered the crowd and at one 
stage, the floodlights failed.

Police later said that this was 
due to hoards of  the Celtic faith-
ful urinating down the back of  
the North Stand. But there was 
no violence and the authorities 
congratulated the visiting fans 
for their general behaviour.

Celtic went on to win the game 
3-2 with Charlie Nicholas among 
the scorers along with Frank 
McGarvey and George 
McCluskey. Eric Gates and John 
Wark scored for Town who inci-
dentally were leading 2-1 with 
two minutes to go.

The official Celtic band, the 
Wolfe Tone Flute and Drum band 
performed free of  charge before 
the game.  And the price to get 
into the North Stand that evening 
was a mere £1.50!

Hunter of  course remains 
Town’s most capped interna-
tional player with 47 of  his 53 
Northern Ireland caps earned 
while at Portman Road.

Recalling Big 
Al’s big night 
against Celtic
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But this one, very 
special, item will never 
ever leave me 
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to see the back of  them, he sold me 
the whole box for £2.

For the amount of  programmes 
that were in the box, this was a right 
result, believe me.

When I got home, I emptied the 
box of  its contents and found some-
thing wrapped in newspaper at the 
bottom.  When I opened it, I was 
astonished to find a picture of  the 
1981 UEFA Cup-wining squad 
mounted on an official ITFC card 
with autographs around the outside 
of  the photo of  the squad, along 
with autographs of  Sir Bobby 
Robson and Bobby Ferguson.

I now have this framed and will – 
of  course – treasure it forever.


