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Daryl’s late winner has still not sunk in

O
ver  a w eek has 
passed since our trip 
to Blackpool and 
still there are many 
emotions for many of  
us to come to terms 

with.
The manner in which Town won 

the game is one that I don’t think 
has entirely sunk in yet and of  all 
the away matches I have seen, dating 
back to my first one at Bournemouth 
in 1988, I am struggling to think of  
one that matches the ending I 
witnessed nine days ago.  

The obvious game to rival it would 
be the play-off  final when Martijn 
Reuser’s goal gave the same kind of  
emotional relief  to what Daryl 
Murphy’s header gave us but obvi-
ously with a much bigger prize 
attached to it.

My first-ever visit to Norwich in a 
Hospital Cup match in August 1989 
had a ‘wow factor’ that stayed with 
me for a long time after our 4-0 win.  

That did not have a prize as great 
as three points even but was a great 
win over the enemy all the same.  

Even when I think of  the euphoria 
of  the 2-1 win at Southend in the 
1991/92 Championship-winning 
season when Neil Thompson scored 
an injury-time winner, his goal was 
not preceded by a last-minute equal-
iser by the hosts.

There was a game at Watford in 
February 1996 when we were two 
down at half-time and won 3-2 in 
what was probably Gus Uhlenbeek’s 
best game in a Town shirt.  

But I cannot recall any other away 
game I have attended where there 
was such a dramatic ending, espe-
cially as I’d had to wait 13 years to 
see us pick up three points away. 
from home. 

Before that game, it had also been 
eight years since I’d even seen us 
score away from home.

That goal came in a game which 
was very similar to Blackpool, only 
with an almost-reverse scenario.

Darren Bent put us 1-0 up in the 
last minute at Reading only for Ivar 
Ingimarsson to equalise.

Sadly, emotions of  a different kind 
hit home on Sunday following the 

news of  the passing away of  Town 
supporter Michael Kemp after the 
game.  

I have to confess I did not know 
the name at first but as soon as I saw 
a picture of  Michael, I remembered 
him as part of  the Ipswich family 
that I would always recognise when-
ever I saw him at away games.

I do not travel very often at all.  

Before Blackpool, my last away 
game was Burnley in May and I 
remember that of  all the Town fans 
that were on our train and of  those 
that I did not know personally, 
Michael’s face was the first that 
made me think ‘I recognise him’ 
from the away games I’d attended 
previously.  

I knew the face very well and I 

now wish I had got to know the man 
too. 

That’s what is so special about 
supporting a club like Town.  

It is a family and regular fans, 
especially those that travel, are 
easily recognisable and you feel at 
home being around these people.  
Clubs like Manchester United and 
Liverpool have great travelling fans 

and are no doubt seen as a ‘family’ 
too. But because they are in such 
large numbers, I doubt there is as 
much familiarity attached to travel-
ling with those clubs.

My thoughts and deepest sympa-
thies go out to Michael’s family and 
although I never knew him, I knew 
he was a great Town fan – one of  the 
best.
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International breaks are an annoyance and an inconvenience
Another non-football weekend 
has passed us by due to an 
international break.  

And as a supporter of  a 
Championship club, I find 
these blank weekends nothing 
more than an annoyance and 
an inconvenience.  Seriously 
for clubs like us, what are they 
for?

My understanding is the 
break is to benefit clubs so that 

they do not have to play with 
weakened sides due to players 
being called up by their 
country.  

Well that worked well last 
weekend for us didn’t it?  
Regardless of  the fact that we 
won at Blackpool, we still had 
to suffer the absence of  Tommy 
Smith who of  course captained 
New Zealand against Mexico 
last Wednesday evening.

Clubs in leagues One and 
Two do not take part in the 
break yet we see a club like 
Wolves having to play with the 
loss of  at least one player.

I say go back to the old days 
and play the weekend before 
and after internationals.  

It’s not like we’ve become a 
better nation for allowing more 
preparation time.  

Incidentally, I remember 

very well 31 years ago to the 
day, Paul Mariner scoring 
England’s goal in a 1-0 win over 
Hungary at Wembley to seal 
our place in the 1982 World 
Cup Finals.  

That didn’t put him off  lead-
ing Town’s attack against 
Leicester the Saturday before 
or at Forest the Saturday after.  

But footballers were real 
back in those days.
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