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Nugent is the type of player we 
simply don’t have in our team

A 
friend asked me last 
week who Town were 
playing on Saturday 
and I answered: “David 
Nugent City”.

I saw what was 
coming and I dare say I wasn’t alone.

It’s become the Nugent-show 
every time he comes to Portman 
Road and does his scoring bit.

And while Leicester are far from 
being a one-man team, his type of  
player is one we seriously lack.

Did we deserve to win? No. Did we 
deserve to lose? Maybe not and, for 
the sixth time this season, we’ve 
been beaten by a bit more quality.

As ever, it will be consistency that 
will ultimately separate the cream 
of  the Championship from the rest.

I had the pleasure of  talking 
recently to legendary German goal-
keeper Herr Schmidt from the film 
‘Escape to Victory’ – aka Ipswich’s 
own Laurie Sivell, who played the 
part in the film. Laurie played for 
Town in the 1970’s and early 80’s.

Laurie spoke candidly of  his time 
at Ipswich recalling great memories 
remembering that not all was rosy 
in the garden in his and Sir Bobby 
Robson’s early days.

“Bobby didn’t get off  to the best of  
starts at the club and there were 
times when the crowd wanted him 
out of  the club,” said Laurie.

“What he did though was to take 
the club from a point of  disaster to 
what was a truly great side.”

Laurie played 175 times for Town 
in an era when Paul Cooper became 
firmly established as the number 
one.

He believes that in today’s game, 
both would struggle to get in a lot of  
teams: “We were both very small 
when you think about it,” said 
Laurie.

“I was only 5ft 8ins and Paul 
wasn’t the tallest of  goalkeepers 
either. Nowadays, you’ll see just 
about every goalkeeper is over 6ft. 
We had a lot of  agility though that 
made up for our lack of  height.”

Laurie also had an abundance of  
bravery but did not always come out 

on top in battles and picked up a few 
injuries along the way.

“I was on the wrong end of  a chal-
lenge from Larry Lloyd in a game at 
Nottingham Forest and done my 
knee ligaments which put me out for 
a long time,” he said.

But there was an even more 
horrific injury that Laurie picked 
up against Aston Villa.

“I made a great save from an Andy 
Gray strike but as the ball spilled 
out and I went to gather it, my face 
took the full force of  his boot. I split 
my face open, lost teeth and was in 
such a bad way, that Bobby would 
not let the photographers take a 
photo of  me.

“I was taken to hospital where I 
spent a couple of  days and Bobby 
even phoned the wife and said that 
she should not come and see me – I 
looked that bad!” 

I could not of  course let Laurie 
forget about his role in ‘Escape to 
Victory’.

“Bobby had a friend who was 
involved with the film and one day 
he came to the club and asked which 
of  us wanted to star in the film,” 
Laurie said.

“Of  course we all wanted to and 
the lucky ones went off  to Budapest 
for a month’s filming.”

I had heard that the over-head 
kick scored by Pele was done first 
time, but Laurie dismissed this.

“Pele did the over-head kick and I 
actually saved it first time,” he said.

“This meant the film editors had 
to stitch together different parts of  
Pele’s following attempts to get to 
the final shot.

“I thoroughly enjoyed working 
with all those stars yet I’ve only ever 
watched the film twice.”

Now in his early 60’s, Laurie lives 
in Lowestoft and has been involved 
in the fishing trade since retiring 
from the game and sells fish to the 
public in London on a Thursday and 
Friday.
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Deller and Painter set to help raise funds for the Academy
You may recall that a short while 
ago, I confirmed that a fundraising 
darts night would be taking place in 
Ipswich early in 2014 and I am 
pleased to confirm the formalities of  
this night.

Darts legends’ and massive 
Ipswich Town Supporters Kevin 
Painter and Keith Deller, pictured, 
will be giving up their time to star in 
the ‘Legends of  Darts’ night on 

Tuesday, February 18 2014 at 
Greshams Sports and Social 
Club, Tuddenham Road, 
Ipswich from 7pm.

The cost of  tickets for the 
event is £20 per head 
including bangers 
and mash with VIP 
places up for grabs 
at a cost of  £50 per 
head.

This includes dining with 
either Kevin or Keith and 

ITFC players on the night 
and an opportunity to play 

against Kevin and/or Keith.
The night will be 
hosted by Russ Bray 
with current and 

ex-ITFC players join-
ing the lads on the 
oche.

It’s great to see young Town 
striker Jack Marriott having a 
more than successful loan spell 
at Woking and I do hope that he 
will come back and be given a 
fair crack in our own first XI.

I saw Jack make his debut at 
the end of  last season at Burnley 
and felt straight away that he 
could have something about him.

Of  all our strikers presently in 
and around the first team, we 
don’t have that ‘fox in the box’ 
with a knack to feed off  scraps, 
and Jack could be that player.

It’s important too of  course not 
to get carried away and heap too 
much expectation on the young 
lad’s shoulders. 

Over the years, we have had 
strikers scoring goals regularly 
for various youth teams who 
never made it at all, or only fleet-
ingly at best.

Gavin Dolby was one such 
player who I had high expecta-
tions of  many years ago but did 
not make it through to the 
first-team. 

We’ve seen Darryl Knights 
make just one substitute appear-
ance and the likes of  Dean 
Bowditch and Billy Clarke not 
make it ultimately at Town.

Then, of  course, we saw Jordan 
Rhodes who looked a prospect 
here and has fulfilled that line of  
thought elsewhere and Connor 
Wickham had a great career blos-
soming at the club when he left.

One thing is for sure, I’m glad 
that Jack has been offered a new 
contract. I just hope it’s for the 
next couple of  years at least.

Let’s hope 
Jack gets a 
chance

FullerFlavour Blues fan KARL FULLER with his weekly 
take on Town from the terraces
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Bobby even phoned 
the wife and said that 
she should not come 
and see me – I was in 
such a bad way 

Former Ipswich keeper Laurie Sivell
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There will be a Q & A session 
during dinner while there will also 
be an Academy fundraising auction 
and raffle of  darts and football 
memorabilia prizes.

This is an ITFC Academy fund-
raising event with all proceeds going 
to the Academy Association. 

Tickets can be purchased by visit-
ing the following website, www.itfc-
direct.com


