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TV nasty does Blues no favours

F
or the most part of  
the season thus far, 
some Town fans have 
bemoaned the lack of  
our fixtures being shown 
live on Sky.  After yet 

another dour performance screened 
live, I really don’t care to be seen 
on the box again for the rest of  the 
season if  that’s how we’ll play!

The danger of  taking centre stage 
to exhibit ourselves in front of  those 
fans that have stayed away so far 
this season is that unless we give 
them something to enthuse about, 
they’ll hardly be enticed to come 
back.  

Wrong impressions can be borne 
of  one terrible live performance too.  

For instance, I was told on 
Saturday that David McGoldrick is a 
waste of  space.  

But that was what was seen in 
that one game on TV. Yes, 
McGoldrick did not have his best of  

games, but who did? And any Town 
fan who was watched us regularly 
this season will know that 
McGoldrick is a class act on his day.

I’m not saying that Friday night’s 
game was in isolation, the past three 
or four games have not been much 
better to be honest, but we saw 
earlier in the season that Town can 
be a lot better.  

Mick McCarthy shook the side up 
with four changes when going to 
Birmingham and it worked. Maybe 
after playing the same starting XI 
for seven games on the spin now, it’s 
time to shake things up again.

After Friday’s game, I bumped 
into an old friend of  mine called 
Jonathan and it was fair to say that 
the old chap cut a disgruntled figure, 
much like myself, as we reminisced 
about better times.

He said: “So there I was, splutter-
ing my disbelief  over the sound of  
disgruntled fellow SBR Lower Block 

5’ers,  when I could have been, say, 
down the pub drinking my consider-
able weight in Hobgoblin ale, or 
perhaps enjoying a chicken jalfrezi 
from my favourite curry-house, but I 
was here instead.

“I have had a few such encounters 
in the time I’ve watched Ipswich 
since 1984 when the Portman 
Terrace smelt of  pipe tobacco, the 
seats were battleship grey and the 
fare on the pitch was, several fans 
told my dad and I glumly, as far away 
from the preceding years of  glory as 
Mich D’Avray was from connecting 
with that hopeful Eric Gates flick.  

“I used to love matchdays as a kid; 
the stunning view of  the pitch when 
emerging from the concrete steps of  
the stand, the noise, the bellows of  
“Golden Goal” everywhere, the PA 
announcements and the players 
warming-up on the pitch. 

“I was truly close to my heroes; 
back then I worshipped Butcher and 

Gates and Osman and Cooper.
“I also remember good days. The 

5-1 wins over Stoke, the game 
against Oxford United when we 
scored a late free-kick which we 
naively thought had saved us in 1986, 
the game in 1992 when we beat 
Blackburn and took an old friend of  
the family who had the same sense 
of  wonderment at the game that I’d 
had eight years previously.  

“It genuinely used to feel like MY 
club, my very own slice of  excite-
ment on a Saturday. 

“And now, well. I’m nearly 40. It’s 
changed.  

“We’re a bog-standard 
Championship team, without stars 
or pretensions. But if  I’ve learnt one 
thing in all this time, it’s that these 
things happen in waves.  

“We’re good, we’re mediocre, and 
we’re good again. It’ll happen.  Just 
keep the faith. Oh, and do away with 
the bagpipes please.”

 � Ipswich did not impress in 
front of the Sky TV cameras on 
Friday.  
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 � The last time I saw Town win away at Avenir Beggen!  Photo: CONTRIBUTED

Years of being travel sick with the Town
I have finally realised why Town 
have yet to win away this season 
and the answer is simple really – 
they’ve saved themselves for me!  

I will be watching my first 
away game of  the season as I will 
be making the long trek to 
Blackpool on Saturday.

Having enjoyed a very long 
train journey on the last day of  
last season to Burnley, my travel-
ling companion Kevin ‘The 
Godfather’ Mitchell and I 
thought we’d do it all again and 
suffer another ten-hour round 
trip up North.  

But if  I tell you that I have to 

go back 13 years for when I last 
saw us win in this country, I’ll 
understand that you will not be 
pinning your hopes on me bring-
ing the lads some luck!

The last couple of  away wins I 
witnessed were in the UEFA Cup 
at Avenir Beggen and before that, 
it was in Helsingborgs.  

The last away win I saw on 
home soil was when we won 3-0 
at Everton in the Premier League 
on the last day of  September 
2000 and I have to say that Town 
were awesome on the day.  

A goal from John McGreal and 
two from Marcus Stewart had 

many of  the locals leaving 
Goodison Park well before the 
final whistle was blown and 
those that did hang around 
joined us in applauding Town off  
the pitch.

I had gone up on one of  Geoff  
Dodson’s legendary weekend 
trips and the day after the game, 
we had a ground tour of  
Goodison. The staff  were not 
happy escorting 50 or so Tractor 
Boys and Girls around the 
stadium, especially as we kept 
reminding them of  the score. It 
was one of  my better weekends 
in a life of  being a Town fan!    

It is maybe 
a bit early 
to use the 
‘C’ word but 
before you 
know it, 
Christmas 
will be upon 
us once 
more and I 
have great 
news for the 
bookworms 
amongst you all.

The previously sold out 
book ‘Ipswich Town 
Uncovered’ is back in stock 
once more.

 And, as one of  the 
co-authors Dave Allard said to 
me recently, “what better way 
to seal a great Christmas time 
by reading a great book” or 
something along those lines.

I have got to know Dave 
really well over the years and 
his stories of  covering Town 
for more than 40 years are 
legendary and unbelievable at 
times.  

Some of  those tales are 
covered in the book along 
with stories from fellow jour-
nalist Neal Manning.  

As I said previously, they 
really did cover Town during 
a great era – both for how the 
team played on the pitch and 
how they as journalists were 
able to integrate into the 
squad off  it.

So back by public demand, 
the book can be bought by 
phoning Neal on 07508987499 
or 01473 621597.  

It’s definitely worth buying, 
believe me.

� Which other Ipswich 
Town or general football 
books should be on our 
Christmas lists? Let me know 
at tff25@hotmail.co.uk or @
fullerflavour on Twitter.

Uncovering a 
golden era
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