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Good result at Forest – but you 
know who’s coming up next!
S

aturday’s 0-0 draw at 
Nottingham Forest is just 
about our best result thus 
far this season.

When you are Ipswich 
Town Football Club and 

you’re on a three-game winning run 
and are looking to extend that 
sequence to four wins for the first 
time in almost two years, the last 
fixture you really want is Forest 
away, as it is the one ground that 
we’ve got nothing from for years 
now. 

Fair enough, we did not win to 
make it four wins on the spin but at 
a ground where we have not won a 
single game in our last eight visits, 
losing five of  those games and where 
one could argue that we rode our 
luck at times on Saturday, it was a 
good point gained and one that I 
personally would have accepted 
before kick-off.

Had we have lost and we were 
looking to the next game to bounce 
back from defeat with a victory, we 
would have had to have done so on 
Saturday when Watford visit 
Portman Road and we know what 
our record at home against the 
Hornets is like since that Dean 
Bowditch hat-trick-inspired 4-0 win 
over them many moons ago.

I’m sure that someone has had a 
play around with our fixture list 
again to put these two games 
together.

In the event, three wins backed up 
by a draw at Forest should give us 
every confidence of  going into the 
Watford game and to finally beat 
them on home soil.

I said about someone playing 
around with the fixture list again 
because I recall – on more than one 
occasion – these two games coming 
close together and us getting beat on 
each occasion.

Two years ago, the day before we 
played at the City Ground, I told my 
non-Ipswich-supporting friend to get 
all the money he had on a Forest win 
as it was that inevitable.

Even when we were 2-1 up towards 
the end of  that game thanks to two 
goals from Danny Collins, I knew we 
would lose.  We did, 3-2 and my 

friend had only put a fiver onto win 
£12.

The following week, he asked for 
another tip and I saw that we were at 
home to Watford and told him to 
lump a bet on that.

He put the £12 winnings from the 
Forest game on and of  course, we 
lost 2-1 (after being ahead again) and 

his winnings doubled up to around 
£25.  I managed to find a few more 
tips for him such as the predictabil-
ity of  Ipswich at times and he built 
up to £120 and then blew the lot on 
West Brom beating us in the League 
Cup quarter-finals which of  course 
we won 1-0!

Last season we had the same 
scenario again.

Two Tuesday night games in the 
space of  a couple of  weeks and what 
do you know, they were at home to 
Watford and away at Forest. We lost 
both and my mate was quids in 
again once more when I reminded 
him of  this pair of  games.  

It is not the last two seasons either 
that we have come up against these 
two in quick succession and lost 

both games. In 2010/11, we had 
consecutive away games in October 
losing 2-1 at Watford and 2-0 at 
Forest.

These two games are made all the 
more prevalent for me as for a 
number of  years recently I have 
stood at FC Clacton with a couple of  
guys, one happens to be a Forest fan 
and the other a Watford fan.

So you can imagine the lack of  
opportunities I have had to gain 
bragging rights while in their 
company.  

We’re a different side now and I 
really should not be surprised that a 
typical workmanlike performance 
would see us avoid defeat at Forest, I 
just hope we’ve moved on enough to 
beat Watford.
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Shame no game – as December 16 is my lucky ITFC day!
There’s no better time to watch foot-
ball than over the festive period in 
my opinion and in next week’s 
column, I’ll be taking a look at my 
favourite Boxing Day memories of  
watching Town.

But now we have reached the time 
when the busy period starts with 
games coming thick and fast from 

mid-December. It’s a shame that we 
have not got a game tonight as 
December 16 has proved a lucky date 
for me in the past having seen us 
play four times on this date and not 
lose a single one of  those games.

The first of  those four games 
came in 1988 when we won 2-1 at 
home to Oldham and for yours truly, 

the first goal of  this game was the 
100th time I saw Town score.

The next game I saw on this date 
came six years later in 1994 when a 
2-2 draw against Wimbledon in the 
Premier League saw the 350th 
Ipswich goal that I had ever 
witnessed.

Another draw followed exactly a 

year later in 1995 as we drew 1-1 at 
home to Sheffield United and then I 
saw a victory in 2000 as we beat 
Southampton 3-1 in yet another 
Premier League game at Portman 
Road.

December 16 has certainly been 
an extremely happy date for me in 
the past.   

Two of  my favourite-ever victo-
ries over Norwich City celebrate 
anniversaries this week.

Who will ever forget 21 years 
ago on a Monday night on 
December 21, 1992 when, in front 
of  live BSkyB cameras, Town 
won 2-0 at Carrow Road thanks 
to goals from Chris Kiwomya and 
Neil Thompson.  

That second goal sparked an 
invasion onto the pitch from a 
few Town fans and it was the best 
present any of  us had had that 
year.

It was Norwich’s first home 
defeat of  the season too and on 
the night, they were sitting 
pretty at the top of  the table. The 
win propelled us into the top six.

This Wednesday marks the 
19th anniversary of  a 2-1 Town 
win that came courtesy of  a very 
late Gary Megson own-goal at the 
South Stand end.  These days, we 
often bemoan how poor our 
corners can be and how we 
rarely score from them.

Our Championship-winning 
season of  1991/92 often saw a 
lethal Neil Thompson corner 
being met with aplomb by the 
head of  Brian Gayle who had 
long since left Town by the time 
this game came around.

Megson more than made 
amends though with a bullet 
header into the top corner before 
sinking to his knees as the best 
part of  the 20,000 crowd could 
not believe that all their 
Christmas wishes had come at 
once.

John Wark had given us an 
early lead before Mark Bowen 
equalised just before half-time. 
The second period was devoid of  
much excitement until Norwich 
substitute Lee Power had come 
off  the bench to then get himself  
sent-off  with three minutes to go 
and Megson’s injury-time goal 
was the icing on the cake.  

Memories
of Megson’s 
mishap!
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 � Norwich City’s Gary Megson slumps 
to his knees after scoring a last-gasp 
own goal against Ipswich in 1993

Had we lost and we 
were looking to bounce 
back with a victory, we 
would have had to do 
so on Saturday – 
against Watford!


