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A trip down memory lane with 
Big Al as Rovers come to Town

I 
was once thrown out of  The 
Valley, home of  Charlton 
Athletic, for what honestly 
felt like no reason whatsoever 
at the time.  When it was 
confirmed the next day by 

Charlton’s security that it had 
been a case of  mistaken identity, I 
knew that I was vindicated in my 
innocence and I have never forgiven 
that club since.

So each and every Town win there 
is received with extra joy and 
Saturday’s 1-0 win was no exception.  

We now have consecutive away 
wins under our belts for only the 
second time under Mick McCarthy. 
Two home wins this week and we 
will set ourselves up nicely going 
into the Christmas period.

With Blackburn in town tomor-
row night, it had me thinking of  the 
first-ever autograph of  an 
Ipswich Town player that I 
possessed – that of  centre-back 
Allan Hunter.  

This was just after Town had 
won the FA Cup and I was 
chuffed to bits to obtain his 
signature.

I spoke to Allan last week just 
days after our 2-1 defeat at home 
to Leicester and learnt that he 
had made his debut for Town at 
home to Leicester and we lost 2-1!  

This debut was also precisely 
two weeks before I entered the 
world back on 11 September 1971.

He had only joined Town from 
Blackburn Rovers two days before 
in what was then a club-record 
signing of  ours for £60,000, with 
Bobby Bell moving in the opposite 
direction.  

I asked Allan what he remem-
bered about joining Ipswich and of  
us in general.

He told me: “I was getting some 
treatment for an injury at 
Blackburn and there had been a lot 
of  messages left for me to say that 
Bobby Robson was trying to get in 
touch with a proposed move for me.  

“I didn’t know anything about it 
at the time. Bobby flew up to 
Blackpool airport and we then met 

at Lytham St Anne’s and before I 
knew it, I was a Town player.”

Robson had previously gone to 
scout Allan on the advice of  chief  
scout Ron Gray, who had heavily 
recommended him.  

The game Robson watched saw 
Allan have a stinker by all accounts 
and this left Robson with a dilemma.  

Gray convinced him to sign the 
Irishman, he duly did and the rest as 
they say is history.

“The only thing I knew about 
Ipswich was that it was somewhere 

near Colchester,” continued Hunter.  
“I had played there a few times for 

Oldham Athletic and we passed 
Ipswich on the way through to Layer 
Road.  

“But that’s all I knew about the 
place.”

Allan’s greatest memory at Town 
was obviously that FA Cup Final 
win but he has another memory of  
note and one not so good.  “Another 
great night for the club was when we 
beat Real Madrid at Portman Road 
1-0 in 1973 in the UEFA Cup first 
round,” he recalled.

“But the one game that still really 
upsets me is the FA Cup semi-final 
replay at Stamford Bridge against 
West Ham in 1975.  

“I got injured in the first game 
and could not play in the replay.  

“We thought that we had gotten 
off  to a dream start when Bryan 

Hamilton scored.  But to everyone’s 
amazement, referee Clive Thomas 
disallowed the goal for an apparent 
offside.  

“We’re still wondering who was 
offside and I always believe that I 
should have two winners’ medals – 
we were robbed that night!”

Allan has the distinguished record 
of  being Ipswich’s most-capped 
international players having won 47 
of  his 53 Northern Ireland caps at 
Portman Road.

And tomorrow night will see 
Allan taking up his usual position in 
the Cobbold Stand to watch two of  
his ex-clubs go head-to-head.  

“I had a great time at Blackburn, 
they were a smashing club and after 
Ipswich, it is the first result that I 
always look for,” he told me. 

“I will watch on tomorrow night 
hoping for a great game of  football.”

 � Above, Town fans nearly fill the Jimmy Seed stand at The Valley for the away 
win against Charlton. Left,  Allan Hunter celebrates Town’s 1978 FA Cup Final win 
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Historic move for Jordan – 61 years after last Villa signing
Jordan Graham has joined us on 
loan from Aston Villa who are 
not a club that we can normally 
associate with as one that we 
sign players from.  

There have of  course been a 
dozen or so players that have 
represented both and in my time 
as a Town fan, the obvious 
names are Darren Bent, Dalian 

Atkinson, David Geddis, John 
Deehan, Marlon Harewood and 
Nigel Reo-Coker.

But how many have joined 
Town directly from Villa either 
permanently or on loan?  Well if  
anyone can name more than 
three before Jordan then I’d love 
to know who they are.

The three I found all joined us 

in the month of  July but you 
have to go back a heck of  a long 
way. 

Wing-half  Jimmy McLuckie 
was the first to do so back in 
1936. He became Town’s first-
ever professional captain and 
when he left us in July 1947, he 
became manager at my local 
club, Clacton Town.  

Winger John Williams became 
the next player to join us in 1936 
and made 55 appearances before 
striker Ossie Higgins joined us in 
1952, making only two 
appearances.  

It’s fair to say therefore that 
we’ve had quite a wait before the 
next Villa player arrived in 
town!  

I have just finished reading a 
gem of  an Ipswich Town book 
and if  you like reading about the 
club and have not got it yet, make 
sure that ‘Ipswich Town – A 
History’ is high on your 
Christmas wish list.

Written by supporter Susan 
Gardiner and with a foreword by 
James Scowcroft, this is a book 
that is different to your usual 
football club history compilation.  

Susan has not only provided a 
history of  the club, but a social 
history too where she has 
explored the relationship 
between the club and the town of  
Ipswich and Suffolk as a whole 
covering the period from the 
club’s creation in 1878 to the 
present day.

The research that has gone into 
this book to show the impact of  
the club within the local commu-
nity is immense and Susan has 
really gone that step further to 
offer great detail and a diverse 
view of  such an extensive time 
period, bringing a multitude of  
historic footballing and social 
events to the fore.

Each manager’s era at the club 
is studied as well as the begin-
ning of  football in East Anglia 
and the origins of  the club.  
There is a look at how the war 
affected the progress of  ITFC in 
its early years of  professional 
football and a whole host of  
other events to keep readers 
captivated.

The book, published by 
Amberley Publishing, is available 
for £16.99 at Waterstones in 
Ipswich and the Stowmarket 
Bookshop.  

It can also be purchased online 
at Amazon and Waterstones with 
a Kindle version also available at 
the former. The Greyhound 
Public House in Henley Road, 
Ipswich also has copies available 
too.

Well done to Susan on such an 
impressive read – the research 
must have taken forever!   

Put this on 
Christmas 
reading list!
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