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All I want for Christmas is six 
points and a real play-off push
B

efore kick-off  on 
Saturday, I was more 
than happy to back up 
the draw at Nottingham 
Forest with another 
against Watford to 

gain two points from games we 
traditionally lose every season.  

Post match and with another draw 
secured, I felt content that I’d got 
what I hoped for. Yes, Luke Hyam 
should have scored at the end, but 
we were ultimately denied by the 
depth of  a crossbar.

It’s fair to say that Watford were 
not the side that came to Portman 
Road last term, but with a new 
manager in place – as always seems 
to happen for Ipswich – and a side 
that had not won for nine matches, it 
was always going to be a potential 
banana skin for us.  

If  I can be critical in any shape or 
form, it would be that I felt a couple 
of  changes should have been made 
in personnel to freshen us up a bit.  

I had a vision of  Jordan Graham 
and Paul Taylor coming off  the 
bench to inspire us to victory which 
could have led to a headline of  
‘Graham, Taylor back to haunt the 
Hornets’, in reference to ex-Watford 
manager Graham Taylor for those 
too young to remember!  

In hindsight, Mick McCarthy got 
it right and we could easily have lost 
that game too.

These two draws gained is like 
receiving a nice big fat cheque. We 
now need to cash that cheque in 
with at least four points at 
Doncaster and Bournemouth in the 
next week.  

And those demands show how 
much higher expectation levels are 
at the club these days. 

Sitting ninth in the league and 
three points off  the top six is a far 
cry to what we’ve had to suffer over 
the last five or six years and with the 
signing of  Sylvan Ebanks-Blake and 
the contract extension of  Stephen 
Hunt, things are looking so much 
more positive now.

The other moment of  note in 
Saturday’s game was the applause 

afforded to Kevin Beattie in the 60th 
minute to mark his recent 60th 
birthday.  

Undoubtedly, the best player to 
ever play for Ipswich, one of  the best 
players ever managed by Sir Bobby 
Robson according to the great man 
himself  and one of  the greatest play-
ers to don an England shirt – albeit 
too briefly – his incredible playing 
days are still talked about.

Kevin Keegan came to Ipswich as 
Newcastle United manager during 
our Premier League days and got 
talking to a local Town journalist 
about yesteryear and recalled 
Beattie during their England days 
together. He said: “It is one of  foot-
ball’s greatest tragedies of  my 

generation that Kevin Beattie did 
not play for England a lot more 
times than he did.  

“He was an absolute colossus – a 
tip-top centre-back.  

“I’ll never forget how he scored 
with a header from the edge of  the 
area when England beat Scotland 5-1 
at Wembley.

“In training, myself, Stan Bowles 
and Mick Channon would get out of  
his way when he moved forward just 
so not to get injured!  

“Sadly his injuries curtailed his 
career too soon. He could jump 
higher than anyone, land harder 
than anyone and kick harder than 
anyone and this probably all contrib-
uted to his injuries.  

“When he first came onto the 
international scene, he would 
frighten the opposition just as he did 
in club football.  

“He could have signed for 
Liverpool of  course, but their scout-
ing administration system let them 
down and he was never met at the 
station.  

“Liverpool’s loss was certainly 
Ipswich’s gain. Liverpool had a great 
side, but it would have been even 
greater with Kevin in it!” 

Happy birthday Beat and to all 
Fuller Flavour readers, I wish you a 
very Merry Christmas and two wins 
from Town this week would be the 
perfect present for us all. 

Have a good one!

 � Ipswich Town fans get festive at the  match against Watford on Saturday.  Photo: SARAH LUCY BROWN

Auction of 1938-39 programmes is a true treat for Ipswich Town historians
A bound volume of  Ipswich Town’s inau-
gural Football League programmes from 
the 1938-39 season is to be auctioned off  
next month.  

“This is a very unusual collection,” 
said James Sadler, the Auction Manager 
of  Lockdales at Martlesham.  

“Every programme, league and cup, is 
there all bar a very few. We are expecting 

huge interest from all over the country, 
possibly the world.”

January 25 is the date for the sale and 
there is an initial guide price on the lot 
of  £400-£450. I expect a zero to be added 
on to the end of  those figures!  

Town kicked off  in 1938 with a 4-2 
home win over Southend United in front 
of  19,242 at Portman Road.  

The Essex party sailed up the coast for 
the game by ship. They were met in front 
of  the Customs House by Blues chairman 
Ivan Cobbold and his directors.  

There is also a very rare single 
programme in the auction. It is of  
Town’s first match in Europe after 
winning the First Division crown in 
1962.  

This was in Malta, where Floriana lost 
4-1 to Alf  Ramsey’s team in a European 
Cup preliminary round first leg.  

The Blues won the second leg 10-0 back 
on Suffolk soil. The guide price for the 
Floriana programme is £40-£50. 

For a picture of  this programme, 
contact James Sadler or Chris Elmy on 
01473 627110.

So we are away again this year 
on Boxing Day.  

It is in fact an extreme rarity 
for us to be at home on this day 
and judging by our results 
when we are at home, perhaps 
it is best that this fixture is 
played away from Portman 
Road.

You have to go back five 
years to 2008 for our last home 
Boxing Day game and that 
ended in a 1-0 defeat to 
Birmingham.  

Before that, we lost 2-0 at 
home to Crystal Palace and the 
only other occasions we’ve 
been at home since the turn of  
the Millennium came in 
consecutive years when we 
drew 2-2 with Chelsea in 2000 
and followed this up with a 2-0 
win over Leicester in 2001.

And this brings me on to why 
Leicester City on Boxing Day?  
When I was a kid, Boxing Day 
normally meant a game 
against Norwich, but Leicester 
became our match for some 
reason.  

One of  my worst Boxing Day 
memories was travelling away 
to Leicester in 1995 when we 
got halfway there and found 
the game had been postponed 
due to a waterlogged pitch.  

By the time we turned 
around and got home again, I 
was taken poorly and spent a 
miserable rest of  the day in 
bed. 

Other than that game in 
2001, we then met again a year 
later where a last-minute 
Darren Ambrose goal saw us 
snatch a 2-1 win at what was 
then the Walkers Stadium 
before another trip there in 
2007 saw us go down to a 2-0 
defeat.  

We then fought out a 1-1 
draw in 2011, again on 
Leicestershire soil, in the last 
of  our Boxing Day battles with 
the Foxes.

Tractor Boys 
always seem 
to play away 
on Boxing Day  
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