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No apologies for Town winning 
games when they’re off-colour

A 
fantastic eight days 
of  football for Ipswich 
Town saw us gain 
a maximum nine 
points.  The so-called 
experts state that the 

Championship is a funny league 
where three wins can propel a team 
into the play-off  places.  That’s not 
been quite true for us but we do sit 
healthily on the fringes.

I took my dad to Portman Road for 
the first time in 10 years on 
Saturday and, for the most part, we 
agreed that it was not a great 
performance that would overly 
entice him back anytime soon.  

Yet five minutes from the end, he 
said exactly what I had thought 
moments beforehand that the way 
things were going, Town would prob-
ably go on and win the game.  We did 
of  course and it was harsh to be 
honest on Huddersfield who in my 
opinion have been one of  the better 
sides to visit us this season.

I am convinced that we have lost 
games this season that we have not 
deserved to lose, so I am certainly 
not complaining if  we obtained a 
win on Saturday without quite 
meriting it.

If  we can make it four wins in a 
row at Nottingham Forest, then we’ll 
set ourselves up nicely for the festive 
period where a number of  games 
present a great opportunity to bag 
more points. We really could be in 
the top-six come 2014.  

I sit in row B of  the lower Sir 
Bobby Robson stand, to the left of  
the goal as you watch the game.  So 
you can imagine the prime seat I 
had to not only see, but hear Jordan 
Rhodes screaming in delight as he 
ran past after equalising for 
Blackburn last Tuesday night.

At that moment in time, it was 
really surprising to watch him then 
slide on his knees before getting 
back up to punch the corner flag.  
For a split second, I wondered what 
exactly had been achieved in the 
scoring of  that goal as it had been a 
long time since a visiting player 
celebrated as wildly at Portman 
Road.

Then the magnitude of  what it 
must have meant to him hit home,  
and then it was disappointment that 
took over my emotions.  Ipswich 
fans have never let up on their 
dismay of  Rhodes leaving the club.  
There is only one person that his 
actions should have been aimed at 
and we all know who that is.  Of  
course he tried to make amends at 
the end of  the game by coming down 
our end to applaud us, but the 
damage had been done with most 
fans.

It took me back to September 1993 
when Jason Dozzell scored in the 
very same goal for Tottenham before 
reeling away with a show of  pure 
ecstasy.  Rhodes has since told us of  
being an Ipswich fan, and we know 
of  Dozzell’s association with Town.

But I’m sorry, when it comes to 
footballers and supporters, there is a 
gulf  of  difference as to what a club 
can mean.  Any footballer would 

move from playing for the club he 
has supported throughout his child-
hood to any other club including 
their arch rivals if  the price was 
right and would not think twice 
about netting a goal if  given a 
chance.

Those of  us in the stands are one-
team people.  Our commitment is 
unquestionable and our blood would 
run blue if  we were cut open.  

If  a footballer scoring against the 
club he supported is part of  their 
job, then at least he should walk 
away with a hint of  sadness in doing 
so.  

We saw that in Arsenal’s Aaron 
Ramsey’s actions at Cardiff  when he 
scored twice against his old clubl.  

Rhodes should have done the same 
and then made his feelings known in 
a post-match interview that his goal 
was for Roy Keane and our relation-
ship would have been left 
untarnished.  

 � Town fans celebrate another win, against Huddersfield, on Saturday. Inset, Jordan Rhodes.  Photo: ARCHANT

Blues fans in good voice as visit to The Valley demonstrated
Finally, a shout out this week to 
Town’s marvellous travelling away 
support who, last season, we saw 
were just about the best behaved in 
the Championship.  

 The latest away attendance 
released last week also showed our 
fans up in a good light too.  So far, 
11362 fans have travelled to our nine 
away games, an average of  1252 per 

game.
Our average for the whole of  the 

2012/13 season was 924 thus leaving 
a current growth of  338.  This 
equates to a percentage growth of  
36.63% bettered only by newly-
promoted Yeovil.

The figures were boosted of  
course by our last away game that 
saw 2654 fans visit Charlton.  

Well done to those of  you that hit 
the road in your efforts to go the 
extra mile to support the 
Tractorboys. 

With three of  our four games to 
come before the end of  the year 
being away from home, these 
numbers may of  course dip.  

But I’m sure there will be a good 
following at Forest on Saturday and 

no doubt a Boxing Day trip to 
Doncaster will see the Blues well 
backed once more.

I know our all-ticket allocation is 
selling very well for the trip to 
Bournemouth for our final game of  
2013 and Dean Court is where my 
own away support started as this 
was my very first away game back in 
October 1988. 

Many of  you will remember that 
Leicester City supporter Richard 
Page cycled his way to the game 
at Portman Road all in the aid of  
raising money for his son Ellis 
who suffers from a rare chromo-
some disorder called MECP2 
Duplication Syndrome, which 
affects many aspects of  his 
development. 

Due to how rare Ellis’s condi-
tion is, there is no funding avail-
able from the government, so 
Richard and two of  Ellis’s uncles 
are having to raise the money 
themselves by cycling to every 
Leicester City away fixture, 
promoting a text code and 
number.  

Anyone can donate to their 
cause by simply texting MECP77 
followed by £1, £2, £3, £5 or £10 
to 70070. 

They had already completed 
their first seven away games of  
the season, racking up around 
850 miles with visits to 
Middlesbrough, Derby, Charlton, 
Blackpool, Yeovil, Doncaster and 
Watford before making the 
130-mile journey to Portman 
Road. 

I spoke to Richard last Tuesday 
as he was yes, on his bike, cycling 
to the Foxes’ game at Sheffield 
Wednesday and he had some 
fanastic news on the monies 
raised by Ipswich fans.

“The final total was around the 
£2800 mark and I cannot thank 
Ipswich fans enough.  It was the 
most donated by the clubs we had 
visited so far and showed how 
great Ipswich fans are – I can’t 
thank those of  you who donated 
enough” said Richard.

More information on the chal-
lenge and Ellis’s condition can be 
found at http://www.textellis.
com or you can visit the 
JustGiving page http://www.just-
giving.com/textellis.  You can 
also follow their progress on 
Twitter @textellis or “Like” them 
on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/textellis

Generous fans 
raise valuable 
funds for Ellis

FullerFlavour Blues fan KARL FULLER with his weekly 
take on Town from the terraces
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