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Let’s hope for another winning 
run after defeat to quality QPR 

Keeper Mick was a special player for both Town and Preston
I was thinking of  players who have 
played for both Town and Preston 
North End ahead of  tomorrow 
night’s FA Cup replay at Deepdale 
and the more obvious players that 
readily spring to mind are the likes 
of  Alex Mathie, Tommy Miller and 
Velice Sumulikoski in recent years 
who have played for both.  

One of  the most illustrious play-
ers to have played for both, however, 

has to be impressive goalkeeper 
Mick Burns.  

You have to go back to May 1938 to 
when Mick joined Town from the 
Lilywhites a year after he had 
appeared in the 1937 FA Cup Final at 
Wembley when Preston lost 3-1 to 
Sunderland.  

Included in the same line up that 
day was none other than Liverpool 
legend Bill Shankly.

His career at Ipswich spanned 
almost 14 years and he made 176 
appearances, the last of  which came 
against Gateshead in January 1952, 
some twenty-five years after making 
his debut for Newcastle United.  

He was over 43-years-old in his 
last game for Town which still today 
makes him one of  the oldest ever 
players to play in the professional 
game.

Sadly, he passed away in 
September 1982 and will be remem-
bered as being the first-ever Ipswich 
Town player to appear on a cigarette 
card.  

Having spent a couple of  years at 
Preston sandwiched in between his 
spells at Newcastle and Ipswich, I’m 
sure Mick will be looking down on 
tomorrow night’s game with some 
great memories.

I received some e-mails following 
last week’s column and firstly, I 
would like to thank Patrick 
Chaplin for getting in touch to 
offer a signed copy of  his book 
‘The Official Bar Guide to Darts’, 
plus a set of  his exclusive ‘Dr. 
Darts’ flights, for either the 
raffle or the auction of  memora-
bilia for the ‘Legends of  Darts 
night being held in Ipswich on 
Tuesday 18 February – thank you 
Patrick.

Secondly, Andrew Finch wrote 
to say: ‘I enjoyed reading your 
analysis of  how and why Town 
should be considered as potential 
play-off  candidates at the end of  
the season and with this in mind, 
how many of  the current Town 
players would you swap for a 
place in the side that won the 
play-offs in 2000?’

Well Andrew, my honest 
answer is maybe not many! A 
reminder that side in 2000 was: 
Wright, Croft, Mowbray, Venus, 
McGreal, Clapham, Holland, 
Magilton, Wright, Stewart and 
Johnson. Wilnis, Reuser and 
Naylor, of  course, came off  the 
bench.

I certainly wouldn’t swap 
Richard Wright and the only 
possible change in defence I 
could make is Tommy Smith in 
for John McGreal.

I would leave the midfield well 
alone whilst up front, there could 
be a case of  putting David 
McGoldrick in ahead of  David 
Johnson, who only lasted 22 
minutes anyway because of  
injury – or leave Johnson on and 
find a place for McGoldrick 
ahead of  Jermaine Wright.  

Had we lost in 2000, then there 
would be a case for swapping 
more I guess, but that was a good 
side for a great occasion.

Comparing 
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Players’ Player of  the Year.
“Craig Forrest got sent-off  very 

early in a home game against 
Sheffield United and it was the first 
season that the subs bench could 
contain a goalkeeper,” Clive 
explained.  

“So I came on and never looked 
back. Fortunately for me, Craig was 
away with Canada a fair bit and 
then picked up a couple of  injuries 
that season and I managed to play 
nearly 40 games”.

Clive’s favourite away grounds 
were Villa Park and White Hart 
Lane but he also recalled a game at 
Liverpool where he became the first-
ever Ipswich goalkeeper to keep a 
clean sheet at Anfield in Town’s 0-0 
draw.  

A knee injury curtailed Clive’s 
career at the age of  37. But he looks 
back on his time at Town and his 
overall career with great pleasure.

“Ipswich was a fantastic club to be 
at and I was lucky to play all my 
football in the top two divisions of  
the game,” he said. 

Clive was to work again with 
another ex-West Ham pairing later 
at Ipswich, but before Portman 
Road, there was a seven-year spell at 
Barnsley where he spent most of  his 
playing days.  

The move there was somewhat of  
a culture shock for the diminutive 
shot-stopper.  

“I joined them in 1984 at the time 
of  the miners’ strike,” he recalled. 

“It was a desperate place to be and 
there was no money in the area. The 
crowds at Oakwell dropped by over 
6,000 and it was a long while before 
the place sorted itself  out.”

After leaving the Yorkshire based 
outfit, he was in danger of  not find-
ing a club before Ipswich and John 
Lyall, who was the best manager 
that Clive felt he had played under, 
took him on board.  

Lyall’s ex-West Ham wing man 
Mick McGiven was also to play a 
major role in managing Town at the 
time.  At that point, he could not 
have foreseen how well the nine 
months ahead of  him would pan out 
– he finished the season as the 

goalkeepers with Norwich City 
connections in Declan Rudd and 
Robert Green.  

Last week, I caught up with 
another ex-Norwich keeper who 
then later played for Ipswich.

Clive Baker was once captain of  
the England Schoolboys cricket 
team whilst also becoming a very 
good goalkeeper.  

Because there was no natural 
progression in cricket whilst living 
in Norfolk, he turned his attentions 
to football – despite admitting he 
was better at cricket – and was fortu-
nately taken on by his local club 
Norwich after some trial games for 
their youth team in the mid 1970’s.  

Clive’s first-team chances were 
restricted due to the form of  firstly 
Kevin Keelan and then Chris Woods 
but he had nothing but praise for the 
management at City.  

“John Bond was a very knowl-
edgeable person and he was assisted 
well by Ken Brown,” Baker said.   

D
efeat to QPR pretty 
much summed our 
season up so far. We 
had a great half  in 
the first period, we 
matched a side sitting 

in the top three and at half-time, I 
felt we had a very winnable game on 
our hands.  

The second-half  was not so good 
and we failed to show that bit of  
extra quality to get something from 
the game that the visitors clearly 
had.  

Saturday was the first time QPR 
have scored three goals away from 
home all season.  

Back to the drawing board then 
for Town after our first defeat in ten 
games and the last time we lost – at 
home to Leicester in November – we 
bounced back with three straight 
victories to kick-start that unbeaten 
run, let’s hope for more of  the same.

The last two games at Portman 
Road have seen the opposition field 

 � Would David Johnson get in today’s 
Town team?


