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Can we finish in the play-offs?
– I actually think it’s possible
I 

was asked by a work colleague 
a few days ago if  I thought 
that Town could go on to 
finish in a play-off  place 
having ended 2013 in such a 
position.

I found myself  lost for words 
momentarily as my mind stuttered 
and fluctuated between yes and no.

A split second answer would have 
me saying no as there are times 
when I really do wonder how we are 
in such a lofty position currently.

I don’t see the same threat that say 
any of  the George Burley sides had 
when finishing in the play-offs in 
four consecutive seasons at the back 
end of  the 1990’s and similarly, I do 
not see the gung-ho exciting side of  
the two years in a row that saw Joe 
Royle take us to the play-offs which 
ultimately ended in defeat against 
West Ham on both occasions in the 
mid Noughties.

Royle’s sides in particular were 
capable of  scoring more than 80 
goals but conceding more than 70.

We’re just neither that good going 
forward or as shocking in defence – 
thankfully the latter phased out 
under Mick McCarthy because we 
certainly were just as bad at the 
beginning of  last season.

A thoughtful and methodical 
answer to my colleague’s question 
would see me answer possibly and 
why not?

We’ve not lost away from home 
since September 22, 2013, we 
continue to be hard to beat and are 
unbeaten in nine where points are 
being picked up consistently. And it 
has almost gone unnoticed that we 
are the joint-fourth-highest goalscor-
ers currently in the Championship, 
while the defence is the seventh 
tightest. In David McGoldrick we 
have a striker who is in the top six 
within the division’s highest scorers 
and all this would point to a side 
that is firing on all cylinders and 
tearing teams apart. But we simply 
aren’t and yet we’re in the top six!

This is indicative of  the 

Championship as a whole though 
this season.

Quite bluntly, I have yet to see 
anything special in this league. 
Maybe that might change on 
Saturday when Queens Park 
Rangers visit.

Nobody yet though has come to 
Portman Road for example and 
blown us away with scintillating 
football in the manner that say 
Watford did last season.

In 48 halves of  league football this 
term, you can only really say that in 
only one half  have we been 
outplayed and that was at Derby the 
night we surrendered a three-goal 
interval lead.

If  we are to have any concerns, it 
would probably be in the quality of  
the depth of  strength in our squad. I 
have to say that none of  the six that 
came into the side for Saturday’s 
draw with Preston did enough to 
warrant starting against QPR.

It could be argued that with so 
many changes to personnel, the side 

was unfamiliar and you could see 
that it had not played together previ-
ously.  McCarthy needs to bring in a 
couple of  quality signings if  we are 
serious about making the play-offs 
you would have thought. I would like 
to see a proper right-back and a 
central midfielder of  the Jim 
Magilton-style.  This of  course is 
easier said than done as most clubs 
will look for the same thing.

So, while there has been nothing 
spectacular, pretty or anything to 
rave about in our attacking play so 
far, we have led from the back and 
stifled our opponents with being 
organised and hard-working.

This is new to us in the main and 
as the game is a results-driven busi-
ness, then I guess we should accept 
how we’re going about things.

Those who think that our play is 
negative and would like to see a 
more attacking and adventurous 
style of  football should be careful 
what you wish for!

If  it ain’t broke . . . 

Tickets are 
selling fast

After Saturday’s draw with Preston, it had me 
thinking of  how the FA Cup third round has 
not been kind to Town in recent years as we 
have not won at this first hurdle stage for the 
past three years and I have my doubts now 
whether we’ll get through this year.

That’s not me being negative, but realistic in 
the fact that we win rarely away from home on 
a Tuesday/Wednesday night, less so when we 
travel up north and almost definitely not 
against lower league opposition.

I’ve held that thought ever since a Full 
Members Cup semi-final defeat at Blackburn 
in 1987 and have been proved right almost 
every time ever since. It does not bode well for 
our replay at Deepdale. The last three years 
saw us lose at Aston Villa, Chelsea and Hull.

These results also suggest that the draws 
each year have hardly been kind.  A good run 
in the FA Cup for a club like Ipswich would be 
getting to at least the fifth round and we have 
not done this since 2006/07 when we lost at 
Watford to a controversial penalty.

Going back to the third round, there was a 
time when we set a new record for progressing 
through this particular round the most consec-
utive times when we did this no fewer than 16 
between 1970/71 and 1985/86.

That was the period between me being born 
and my mid-teens. You’ll understand why I 
therefore grew up loving the FA Cup. That run 
was ended by Birmingham City when they 
came to Portman Road in January 1987 and 
beat us 1-0. 

History doesn’t
bode well for
us at Deepdale

FullerFlavour Blues fan KARL FULLER with his weekly 
take on Town from the terraces

email: tff25@hotmail.co.uk  twitter: @fullerflavour

Regular Fuller Flavour readers will 
know that I have mentioned a forth-
coming ‘Legend of  Darts’ night a 
couple of  times in this column and 
given that the event takes place next 
month, it’s time to update you and 
remind you all again of  the event.

As of  Friday, there were only 
three VIP tickets left on sale and 
around 70 other tickets.  With this 
event selling out fast, I advise you to 
book your tickets soon.

They can be purchased at www.
itfcdirect.com for £50 and £20.  The 
night, to be held at Gresham’s Sports 
and Social Club, Tuddenham Road, 
Ipswich, on Tuesday, February 18, 
2014, is a fund-raising event for 
ITFC’s Academy.

Darts players Kevin Painter and 
Keith Deller, who are both big 
Ipswich fans, will be putting on an 
exhibition during the evening and 
will be joined by current and 
ex-Town players on the oche.

The ‘voice of  darts’, Russ Bray 
will be hosting the evening where 
there will be a meal of  bangers and 
mash included with an auction and 
a raffle of  football and darts 
memorabilia.

 � Town fans at Hull two 
years ago – the game 
finished in a third round 
defeat for the Blues – 3-1 
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