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There’s something about Oakwell!

O
lder Town fans will 
remember the 3-3 draw 
at Barnsley back in 
March 1996 when, with 
six-minutes to go and 
the Blues trailing 3-0, 

two goals from Ian Marshall and one 
from Simon Milton saw us rescue an 
unlikely point. 

Then in December 2011 and 
having been two-goals down, we 
stormed back for a famous 5-3 
victory.  

Saturday’s 2-2 draw was not quite 
as dramatic as those two previous 
results but nevertheless, being two 
down with ten minutes to go and 
still avoiding defeat is an achieve-
ment of  sorts – yet it has not gone 
down too well in some quarters.  

In isolation, drawing away at the 
team one off  the foot of  the table 
after having enough chances to win 

the game was probably not that 
great a result. But I prefer to look at 
the bigger picture.

We started the day in seventh 
place and four points off  a top-six 
position.  We ended the day in the 
same place but a point closer to the 
top six.  

Reading lost, we could have lost. 
Had we lost and Reading won, we 
would have been seven points adrift 
and yet one such texter to the local 
radio station after the game said we 
have not made progress under Mick 
McCarthy.  

We made progress on the day, let 
alone the progress made over the 15 
months of  Mick’s tenure at the club.  

I really struggle to believe what 
some fans expect above and beyond 
what has been achieved on the tight 
budget Mick is working with.  

It’s not perfect but with another 

away point in the bag, however 
much we wished it was three, it was 
better than the none that looked 
likely at 4.40pm on Saturday 
afternoon.  

One Town fan who was at the 
game was Yorkshire-based Amy 
Downes. She enjoyed another fine 
Town moment on her ‘home patch’ 
even if  she suffered a bit of  an 
injury in doing so!

She told me: “Having lived in 
Yorkshire for six years now, 
Barnsley is my home game and the 
one I look for every time the fixture 
list comes out.  

“I’ve been to Oakwell six times 
now and before Saturday, I’d seen 
one defeat, three draws and that one 
amazing 5-3 victory (my second 
favourite-ever Town match after the 
play-off  final also against Barnsley).

“I think the reason that I enjoy it 

so much is that the fans that make 
the effort to take the long trip up 
here make a day of  it and try to 
enjoy themselves.  

“The game certainly lived up to 
that and what a lovely atmosphere 
with everyone pulling together to 
back the miraculous comeback.

“My friends (who I now consider 
family) and I headed into Barnsley 
where to their credit, the home fans 
were welcoming.

“The climax was that equalising 
goal, which resulted in manic cele-
brations as if  we’d won the play-offs, 
lots of  jumping around and a slight 
injury to my neck from lots of  
hugging! So thank you to you guys 
who came up and made my day so 
special and thank you to the players 
for giving me the bragging rights 
during my evening at a local pub full 
of  Reds!”

 � Frank Nouble 
throws himself at 
Stephen Hunt’s 
cross as it bounces 
across the Barnsley 
six yard area.  
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Players past and present on the oche for Town Academy
There is just over a week to go to 
the very much anticipated Darts 
night at Gresham’s Sports & 
Social Club in Tuddenham Road, 
sponsored by Evolve Financial 
Solutions, raising funds for 
Town’s Academy.  

There are still tickets available 
for £20 for the night on Tuesday 
18 February, with the event kick-
ing-off  at 7pm.  

You can visit www.itfcdirect.
com to purchase tickets and with 
over more than 200 already sold, 
it promises to be a good night.

Ipswich fans and darts players 
Kevin Painter and Keith Deller 
front the evening, hosted by the 
voice of  darts Russ Bray.  

Furthermore, there will be a 
couple of  teams of  past and 
present Ipswich players to enter-

tain the audience too.  
Players of  the past team will be 

represented by Allan Hunter, 
Bryan Hamilton, Fabian Wilnis, 
John Wark and Jack Ainsley, 
whilst the present side will 
consist of  Stephen Hunt, Aaron 
Cresswell, Daryl Murphy and 
Paul Taylor.

Town fans will also have an 
opportunity to get a photo with 

the 2000 play-off  final trophy 
that Town won, as well as the 
World Darts Championship 
trophy won by Deller in 1983. 

The ex-Portman Road ball boy 
is looking forward to the night 
and asked: “Which Town player 
will be darts champ at the end of  
the night?”  

Be there to find out and 
support the cause if  you can.

Jill Lewis, from Clacton, was 
having a tidy out this week 
when she came across a news-
paper cutting that she brought 
to my attention of  one of  her 
early trips into Europe follow-
ing Town.  

Four months after winning 
the FA Cup, the reason for our 
first-ever entry into the Cup 
Winners Cup in September 
1978, she went to AZ 67 
Alkmaar in Holland to see 
Town draw 0-0 and win 2-0 on 
aggregate after goals from 
John Wark and Paul Mariner 
had given us a first-leg lead.    

We then beat SW Innsbruck 
2-1 on aggregate in the second 
round before being handed a 
dream third round tie against 
Barcelona. A 2-1 win at 
Portman Road was gained 
thanks to a brace of  goals from 
Eric Gates but we then lost the 
second-leg 1-0 in front of  a 
100,000 crowd in the Camp Nou 
to go out on the away goal rule.

Back to Jill’s trip to 
Alkmaar, the Town fans that 
travelled there were to receive 
glowing praise that was 
customary after our many trips 
during the seventies, eighties 
and later, early noughties.  

The story in the newspaper 
article reports that dozens of  
crash helmeted baton wielding 
policemen were waiting grim-
faced to welcome Town fans.

But Town fans proved 
marvellous ambassadors of  
goodwill as handshakes, 
scarves and names were 
exchanged.  

Alkmaar’s Chief  of  Police 
asked the coach tour company 
to pass on a message of  
congratulations to the fans 
whilst Ipswich Supporters Club 
Secretary Fred Garnham said: 
“They did us proud. Their 
behaviour was excellent.”

It was a similar story when I 
travelled to Helsingborgs in 
November 2001, thus proving 
that not all English football 
fans travelling abroad are 
hooligans.

Travelling 
Blues always 
do us proud

FullerFlavour Blues fan KARL FULLER with his weekly 
take on Town from the terraces
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