
60

SPORT
60 Monday, February 24, 2014

Darts night hit the bullseye for 
Blues and raised cash for club

L
ast Tuesday night saw the 
first ITFC Darts Legends 
Night as nearly 250 
people filled Gresham’s 
Sports & Social Club.  

A superb night was 
hosted by Simon Milton with lots of  
darts and laughs to keep us enter-
tained throughout the evening.

The ‘present’ Town players’ team 
comprised of  Stephen Hunt, Paul 
Taylor, Daryl Murphy and Aaron 
Cresswell with the latter finishing 
the night as the top player.  

The ‘past’ side saw Allan Hunter, 
Bryan Hamilton, Jack Ainsley and 
Fabian Wilnis feature.

The night was of  course fronted 
by Keith Deller and Kevin Painter 
and the duo mixed with the Town 
players and paying sponsors to play 
in a variety of  matches throughout 
the evening.  

Deller and Cresswell teamed up 
first to defeat Painter and Hunt but 
The Artist gained revenge on the 
1983 World Champion after victory 
was secured with his partner 
Hunter, as Hamilton joined Deller.

Then when Painter was joined by 
Murphy and a sponsor, he was victo-
rious once more as Paul Taylor and 
a sponsor joined Deller.  Painter 
made it a hat-trick of  wins when he 
was joined by Ainsley and a sponsor 
with Deller going down to defeat 
once more having been joined by 
Wilnis and a sponsor.  

This was how the rest of  the 
evening formatted with a mixture of  
sponsors and players battling it out 
and Russ ‘The Voice’ Bray compered 
superbly with much wit and banter.  

I spoke to Simon Milton on 
Saturday morning about how the 
evening went and having travelled 
up to Leicester on the team coach, 
he gave me an exclusive after reveal-
ing his chat with Mick McCarthy on 
Friday night.

“It was a superb night and hope-
fully everyone enjoyed themselves. 

A massive thank you goes to Kevin 
and Keith who approached me about 
doing such a night and I’m glad it 
was a success.  

“I’d like to thank the Town players 
of  past and present too for giving up 
their evenings to come and join in 
and also, what a star Russ Bray was.  

“I’d never met him before and we 
only got together a couple of  hours 
before the start of  the night and he 
was an excellent compere.

“I’d also like to thank the night’s 
main sponsor Jason Blunden of  
Evolve Financial Solutions and I 
think his son Josh had a great night 
after winning a pair of  Aaron 
Cresswell’s signed boots, a signed 
shirt and a dart board.  

“We raised a four-figure sum for 

our academy too and we will defi-
nitely be doing it all again.

“And I can reveal that after a chat 
with Mick, he is inviting Kevin and 
Keith to the training ground to 
watch the players train and have a 
bit of  lunch with them and then 
we’ll set a dart board up and the 
players can take the pair on again.”

Back to life on the pitch for Town 
and the news of  losing David 
McGoldrick for the rest of  the 
season was a bad start to the week 
and Saturday’s 3-0 defeat at David 
Nugent City – sorry, I mean 
Leicester – certainly made sure the 
week ended just as badly.

My column last week about fans 
being negative stirred some mixed 
reaction in the few e-mails I received 

on the matter.  
And if  those e-mails represented a 

microcosm of  overall opinions, then 
it seems we are very much a divided 
fan base.  

The thoughts and comments from 
those disagreeing with what I wrote 
were very well-reasoned arguments. 

I would like to reiterate that I am 
not happy with the style of  play on 
offer at present, but I am very happy 
with Mick McCarthy and the 
progress he has made thus far.  

I wrote my piece whilst Town 
were in 8th place in the table and 
now we’ve slipped to 10th, I guess I 
can only conclude that those who 
booed last week are a bit happier 
this week with our dropping down a 
couple of  places. 
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Get in the spirit with legend Jason and fans 
On Saturday March 29, ITFC 
Supporters group ‘Spirit of  78’ are 
having a special evening with ITFC 
legend Jason Dozzell, with special 
guest Franky Fryer of  Soccer Am.  

The FA Cup will also be making 
an appearance at the event, which is 
to be held at the Drum & Monkey 
Public House, by the ground, 
straight after the home game 
against Nottingham Forest FC and 
is open to all ITFC and football fans.

It is an all ticket event and they 
are available now at the Drum & 

Monkey and only £5. Children are 
welcome too. 

There will also be a raffle and an 
auction in aid for the Sir Bobby 
Robson Foundation.  

Raffle prizes include: £200 vouch-
ers from Slaters, Ipswich Town retro 
shirt, wine glasses with a difference, 
plus much more and for the auction 
there have been donations from Real 
Madrid, Michael Carrick, Terry 
Butcher, Ray Crawford, Mauricio 
Taricco, Tours at Wembley Stadium, 
Chelsea FC, Tottenham Hotspur FC, 

Leighton Baines, Glasgow Rangers 
FC, Ed Lay of  the Editors, some-
thing special from Franky Fryer 
himself  plus much more – so some 
great items to bid for.

You can also have your photo 
taken with the FA Cup with a differ-
ence – there will be a Wembley 
Stadium backdrop so it looks as if  
you are at the stadium! 

The group also has a brand new 
website up and running to show 
what they are all about at www.spir-
itof78itfc.co.uk.

Last week I wrote about our first-
ever Valentine’s Day game in 
1948 and how George Perrett was 
on the score sheet for Town.  

I was contacted last Tuesday 
about how his treasures earned 
in the game will be going up for 
auction next month.

Back in the 1930’s, the late 
Perrett played in the Blues first 
season as a professional club and 
also their inaugural term as 
members of  the Football League.  

Two of  his medals are amongst 
a collection of  souvenirs from a 
distinguished playing career. He 
served with the British Army 
during the Second World War 
and was part of  the Allied Force 
that landed in France on D-Day, 
1944.

Perrett’s football collection 
goes under the hammer at 
Lockdales, the Martlesham 
Auctioneers, on the weekend of  
March 15 and 16.

When the wing-half ’s Town 
career ended in 1950, he became 
landlord of  the EUR public house 
in Croft Street, Ipswich, but his 
time behind the bar was short.  

He died in 1952, at the age of  
37, following an operation. 

Perrett made 206 first team 
appearances, scoring 19 goals. 

Amongst the items for sale is 
the inscribed gold medal bearing 
his name that was presented for 
being in the team that won the 
Southern League in season 
1936-37.  

There is also a large clock with 
an inscribed silver plaque. This 
was given to him by the Town 
board for the championship 
triumph.

The collection is completed by 
several original photographs of  a 
footballer who also played in 
Town’s first game as a Football 
League club.  

This was the August 1938 home 
4-2 win over Southend, a contest 
watched by 19,242. 

George’s gems 
going under 
the hammer
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take on Town from the terraces
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