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Trip to Huish Park will be a new 
experience for Town supporters

I 
recently reported that of  the 
teams we have played twice 
so far this season, other than 
those supporters of  Leeds, we 
have taken more fans away 
than the opposition have 

brought to Portman Road.  
This was still the case when we 

travelled to Leicester and then enter-
tained Birmingham recently.

 This great show of  support 
continues tomorrow night and our 
trip to Yeovil, for which we have sold 
more than 800 tickets.

That’s an incredible amount given 
the long trek for a Tuesday night.

For many, it will be a new ground 
to visit and I’ve heard great stories 
recently of  fans telling me how 
many grounds they’ve now been to.  
There was a time when my total 
number of  grounds visited in the 
Premier/Football League stood at 
around the 50 mark and I was well 
on my way to joining the “92 Club”.

But over the last few years, my 
number seems to have dwindled 
somewhat with certain clubs I have 
visited having dropped out of  the 
league – the likes of  Wrexham, 
Luton, Cambridge, Grimsby and 
Stockport. Some of  my favourite 
trips have been to grounds that are 
no longer and that could be either 
for the memories of  the journeys 
there or because of  the grounds 
themselves – many of  which were 
during the days of  standing.  

Two of  those include Layer Road 
(Colchester) and Highfield Road 
(Coventry).  

I went to Millwall’s old Den twice. 
The first time Ipswich won 3-2 on 
their way to winning the old second 
division championship. I had a 
pound on Jason Dozzell to score first 

at 16/1, at a time when he was in a 
rich vein of  scoring, which was too 
easy not to ignore. I found both trips 
there friendly enough – I must have 
picked good days when their fans 
were on their best behaviour.

I remember one Boxing Day trav-
elling up to Filbert Street, home of  
Leicester City. We’d got about half-
way when we got the call to say that 
the game was postponed due to a 
frozen pitch. 

When we travelled up for the 
rescheduled game, we’d just got onto 
the M25 when smoke started coming 
up through the floor of  the coach 
and we thought it was going to catch 
fire.

We had to wait an eternity for a 
replacement coach and just got in 

the ground in time for kick-off.
I also went to Manchester City’s 

Maine Road a couple of  times.
 The first time was not very nice 

as the game was abandoned due to a 
waterlogged pitch just before half-
time with City 1-0 up. 

Needless to say that their fans 
were not happy bunnies and gave us 
Ipswich fans a very frightening walk 
back to the coach – as if  it was our 
fault!

Southampton’s old ground ‘The 
Dell’ was very characteristic to say 
the least in as much as it was a 
dump. 

I went there for an FA Cup game 
which the Saints won 3-2 in a thriller 
which was best remembered for 
Matt Le Tissier scoring the winner 

and celebrating right in front of  the 
fence housing the Ipswich fans.

 When I watched again on TV the 
next day, there was me at the front 
letting Le Tissier know exactly what 
I thought of  his celebrations….oh 
dear!

Wimbledon’s Plough Lane ground 
proved to be a nightmare. 

We arrived in Wimbledon two 
hours before kick-off  but never 
found the ground until half-time and 
as for Oxford United’s old Manor 
Ground, I had never before or since 
seen a ground with at least a dozen 
different stands in it! 

All great grounds to have visited 
and much more interesting than the 
bowls some of  these clubs have now 
moved into. 
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Magilton’s team were last to keep four home clean sheets
Town have now kept four clean 
sheets in a row at home and it’s 
the first time that they have done 
this since the reign of  Jim 
Magilton’s, and a spell during the 
2007-08 season.

The first of  those games saw us 
defeat Wolves 3-0 in October 
2007, thanks to goals from Alan 
Lee, Pablo Counago and Danny 
Haynes.  

The two November home games 
saw a 6-0 win over Bristol City, 
during which Jon Walters 
notched a hat-trick. This was the 
last Ipswich treble at Portman 
Road. The only one since then 
was scored by Connor Wickham 
at Doncaster in a 6-0 win in 
February 2011.  

The other goals in the game 
against Bristol were scored by 

David Wright, Tommy Miller and 
Counago.

Walters and Counago were on 
target once more in the next 
game – a 2-0 win over 
Southampton before we drew 
with Barnsley (again) 0-0.

And as for the last time we 
kept five clean sheets in a row at 
Portman Road in the league?  
Well if  memory serves me 

correctly, you have to go back to 
a cross-over between the 1979/80 
and 1980/81 seasons.  

Our last two home games of  
the 79/80 season saw us beat 
Coventry 3-0 and Bolton 1-0 and 
then we actually kept the opposi-
tion out for the first four home 
games of  80/81 as Brighton were 
beaten 2-0, Everton 4-0, Aston 
Villa 1-0 and Coventry 2-0.

Defeat at Middlesbrough has seen 
a few more knives come out for 
Mick McCarthy.  

Some are accusing him of  
losing the plot after his team 
selection at Middlesbrough saw 
no place in the starting line-up 
for the likes of  Paul Anderson, 
Jonny Williams and Stephen 
Hunt, whilst Frank Nouble and 
Jay Tabb were involved.

Then at half-time with us star-
ing down the barrel of  defeat, he 
was further criticised for bring-
ing on Luke Hyam for a striker 
(the previously maligned Nouble 
of  course).  

Town’s midfield then had four 
central players and lacked width, 
which did not go down well.  
Some are now questioning if  
McCarthy is past it and are call-
ing for him to go.  

I’ve no problem with opinions 
(that’s all this column is gener-
ally based on after all), but those 
not happy could try to back up 
their arguments constructively 
with viable answers.

One guy on a radio phone in 
after the game on Saturday asked 
for McCarthy to go as he was an 
old ‘has been’ then cited Mick 
Mills as his replacement!

As for Middlesbrough, they had 
not scored for seven games and 
Danny Graham had not scored 
for an eternity. This run came to 
a nice end the minute we rolled 
up in town, as per usual.

I had to double check that it 
wasn’t a first game for a new 
manager to complete our usual 
favours.  

The final straw for me was that 
their second goal was scored 
from a Grant Leadbitter corner.  
The world of  football has offi-
cially gone mad!    

Fans frustrated 
with McCarthy
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