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Crazy trip to Yeovil midweek
– but that’s what us fans do!
L

ast Tuesday night saw 
more than 1,000 die-
hard Town fans travel to 
Yeovil, many of  whom 
had made the long trek 
up to Middlesbrough just 

four days beforehand.
Thankfully their efforts were 

rewarded with a win as to be 
brutally honest, there are no other 
rewards for such efforts that go into 
supporting a football team.

Nobody will give you a medal, or 
say well done to you. But it’s what 
we do. And when your team are not 
playing well or losing 
games, then it’s one of  
the craziest things to 
keep putting yourself  
through.

I’m sure that if  there 
was some scientific 
study on such cases, 
we’d all be declared 
bonkers! One such car 
load to make the trip 
included staunch Town 
fan Richard Moss who 
takes up the story of  
this and his travelling 
companions’ day . . .

“Yeovil away was one of  the first 
games I looked for when the new 
fixtures were released in June last 
year.

“I was dreaming of  a nice early-
season trip to the West Country, 
certainly not a Tuesday night in 
early March. I had to take two days 
off  work while my nine-year old son 
Elliott had two days off  school. 
After all, as Luke Chambers told us 

after the game when 
we spoke to him it was, 
‘an educational road 
trip for the lad’.

“There were four of  us in total 
travelling the 221-mile trip from 
Bury St Edmunds to Huish Park, 
including my best mate Martin 
Swallow – an ITFC executive 
committee member and part of  the 
supporters club committee – and 
Antony Humphries from Colchester 
who was ticking-off  another ground 
on his march to completing the 
92-club (six to go for him now).

“Stonehenge was passed on the 
way, never really did see the fascina-

tion with that and I’d rather watch a 
Jay Tabb slide-rule pass any day.

“On arrival in Yeovil, we made 
our merry way to The Arrow pub to 
be refuelled.

“Martin and Antony soon 
surveyed the menu, making a wise 
choice of  the 32oz hub-cap burger 
which was actually to be shared 
between all four of  us.

“Although with Elliott being 
autistic and eating his usual match-
day selection of  assorted cereal bars 
and yoghurts, three of  us soon took 
care of  it and having washed this 
down with a couple of  nice cold 
beers, we were soon joined by many 

Town fans who had made the trip 
down. They were in good voice as a 
few terrace favourites were sung 
before heading off  to the stadium.

“Martin, being the local satnav, 
suddenly had a bright idea that he 
knew of  a short-cut to the ground 
which was not a short-cut and just 
led to a rather wealthy housing 
estate over the road from the 
ground.

“The only trouble being there was 
a wall to negotiate! Untroubled, 
Martin decided to vault the said 
wall only to encounter an unhappy 
neighbour who from his front door 
asked us what we were doing.  
Martin’s straight-face reply was 
simply, ‘we are from Ipswich, how 
are we supposed to know where we 
are going?’

“Onto the game, which can hardly 
be described as a classic. The first-
half  was pretty much of  nothing-
ness until Christophe Berra’s far-
post finish.

“Town controlled the game in the 
second-half  without ever looking 
likely to add to their tally and nearly 
suffered a 93rd minute sucker-punch 
as the Yeovil substitute crashed a 
shot off  Gerken’s post.

“The final whistle was greeted 
with celebration from the 1,090 
hardy souls who had made the trip 
with me knowing that I was in for 
another four hours behind the 
wheel while the other guys could 
happily sleep.

“After a brief  chat with Messrs 
Smith, Chambers and Johnny 
Williams (he’s a player folks) we 
made our merry way home all very 
happy we’d made the trip.”

 � Some of the large contingent of Ipswich fans who made the 
long trip to Yeovil on Tuesday night. Inset: Martin Swallow on the 
left, Johnny Williams middle and Richard Moss, right. 
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Fans remain disillusioned but why is that?

Fancy lining up against a team of  
Ipswich Town legends – or even 
bidding for two special spots along-
side the likes of  John Wark, Alan 
Lee and Simon Milton?

West Suffolk Hospital Charity has 
teamed up with ITFC to host a 
special charity match on Sunday, 
May 18, at Bury Town’s Ram 
Meadow.

Each player in the hospital line-
up, who must be over the age of  16, 
will need to pay £100 for one of  17 
spots in the squad, while a further 
two places on the legends team will 
be auctioned later this month.

All of  the money raised from the 
event will be split between the hospi-
tal’s Forget-Me-Not Dementia 
Campaign and the ITFC academy.

Places on the hospital’s Forget-Me-
Not FC will be available on a first-
come, first-served basis from 9am 
today!

To book your place, please call the 
hospital fund-raising team on 01284 
713794 from that time.

The auction for the two spaces on 
the Ipswich Town Legends team will 
run between 9am on Monday, March 
24 and 5pm on Friday, March 28.

Bidding for each spot starts at 
£200, and anyone who would like to 
bid should e-mail dave.gooderham@
wsh.nhs.uk once the auction begins.

Tickets for the game, which kicks 
off  at 3pm, will be available on the 
day priced £10 adults and £5 for 
children.

An auction, run by Edward 
Crichton from Bury-based Lacy 
Scott and Knight, will also take 
place after the match.

Your chance 
to play with
Ipswich 
legends

FullerFlavour Blues fan KARL FULLER with his weekly 
take on Town from the terraces

email: tff25@hotmail.co.uk  twitter: @fullerflavour

Another disappointing day on 
Saturday as Wigan proved to 
have just too much for us.

Frustratingly, I still maintain 
that of  all our home defeats, 
especially against the likes of  
Burnley, Leicester, QPR and now 
Wigan, we have just lacked 
maybe a little bit of  solidity, a 
bit of  creativity or a moment of  
quality that has seen us ulti-
mately beaten.

But that’s the gap between us 
and the elite of  this division.  

Fans still remain disillu-
sioned, are threatening not to 
renew season tickets next 
season and are totally 
downbeat.

As I said to friends on 
Saturday night – if  anyone had 
said at the start of  the season 
that come mid-March we’d be in 
the top 10 – how many fans 
would of  asked/wondered 
‘how’? 

Surely everyone back then 
would have been taking that 

position with no questions 
asked. I may be wrong of  
course, I do agree the football is 
not great to watch but it’s what 
it is. It’s not a restaurant where 
we’d never go back if  we had a 
bad meal, it’s a business that 
does give a bad return for the 
money we pay but it’s our ITFC.

Through thick and thin, good 
and bad, nobody can take it 
away from us, so why look to 
give it away.

Keep the faith.

 � Paul 
Taylor in 
action for 
Town 
against 
Wigan  


